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 ECCLESIASTES ToI4. 


| are done under the Sunne, and 


VANITIE 


1 Fe fſeene all the workes that | 


Behold, CAl i  avitie and 


Vexation of Spirit. 


O have a ſclfe-ſuffici- 
'encic in being and 0. 
eration, and to bee 
* unſudordinateto any 


filther End aboye 


a0, 


| I \ oY 


the Condition ofa Creature, foa- 
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nature, ashe is a Creature /hathcon- 
traded rauch deficiencie, and defor- | - 


mitie ashe isa Sinner. God neyer 
made him to be:an End unto him- 


ſelfe, to -be the: Center of higowne | : 
motions,or to bee happy onely by | 


refleQion on his owneexcellencies, 
Something lilthere is withoutbim 


{unto-which he moves, and' from 


whence God hath appointed that 


he ſhould reape either preſervation | 


io, or adyancemetrit-and perfeRion 
unto his nature. What that is up- 


on which the deſires of man ought | 


to fixeashisReſttand End, is the 


maine diſcoyerie thatthe Wiſe-man 


makes inthis Booke. And he doth 
irbyan hiſtoricall and penitenciall 


review of his former enquiries:from 
* - | whence he ſlates the point in Two 


maine Concluſions. The firſt, the 
Creatures Inſufficiency, in the be- 
ginningofthe Bookeg#anity of YVae 


nities, Allis Panitie, The ſecond; 


Mans duty to God, and Gods All: 


ſuiciencie unto man,in the :End of 
the Booke,Zet » us beare the Conci bo, 
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| /ion of the whole matter, Feare God, 
and keepe bis (ommandements, for 13; 
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this is Totum hominis, the whole 
Dacie,the whole End, the whole 
Happineſſe of Man, The former of 
cheſe ewo,namelyrthe In-ſufficiency 
of the Creature to ſatiate the dee 
lies, andquiet the motions of the 
ſoule of man,is the point Iam now 


For underftanding whereof, wee 


the Creation , but fiane and the 
curſe which attended it, that 


uponthe Creature, God made &» 


| very thing in it ſelfe yery good, and 
therefore very fit for the defires of | 


man ſome way or other to take ſa- 
cisfaction from, As prickes, .and 
| quayers, ard reftsin Muſicke ferye 
in their order to commend the cun- 
niog of the Agzift,and co delight the 


:"Eareofthe hearer, as well as more 


| pereet notes :ſo the meaneſt of the 
Xeatures were ar firft-filled with 
ſomych goodaefle, as didnotone- 


. w.> 4 
muſt know that it was not God in 
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|broughtrhis Vanitie and Vexation- 
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ly declarethe glory of G6d, burin - 


their ranke likewiſe minifter con- | 
tent to the minde of man, Ic was 
the ſin ofman thar fad the creature 
with vanity ,&it is the vanicy of the 


; Creature, thar fils the ſoule of man 


with Vexation. As fin makes man 
come ſhortof glory, wet is thereſt 
of the ſoule in the fruitis of God in 
himfelfe; ſo doth it make him 
come ſhort of Contentation too, | 
which is the reſt of the Soule in the : 
fruition of God in his Creatures.. 
Sinne tooke away Gods fayour | 


| from the ſoule, and his Bleſſing 
| fromthe Creature, Te pnt bitter- 


neſſe intothe Soulc,that it cannot 
reliſhthe Creature, and it put Va- 


| nity into the creature, that it cannot 


nouriſhnor ſatisfic the Soule. 
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convenience and fitneſſe thereunto; 


If TheVamityof the Creature, _ 


for it is with the minde as with the 


body, the richeſt attire that is, if ir 


beeithertoo looſe or too freight, 
however it may pleaſe a mans pride 
muſt needs offendhis body, Now 


nothing is Proportionable to the 
minde of man, butthat which hath 


reference unto it as it is a Spirituall 
Soule, For though a man have the 
ſame ſenſitive appetites about him 
which wee findce in beaſts ; yet, in 
as much as thatappetite was in man 
created ſubordinate unto reaſon, 
and. obedient to the Spirit; the caſe 
is plaine, that it can never be fully 
ſatisfied with its objeR, unleſſe thar 
likewiſe bee ſubordinate,and linked 
co the ObjeR of the ſuperior facul. | 
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tie of God,ſo long mult it needs 
full of Fanctte and Vexation. © 
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cherebe Proportion, unlefſe withall 
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ty, which is God, So thenithe Crea- | 
ture can never bee Proportionable : 
tothe Soule of man,til icbring God} -- 
along with iv So longas itis emp<J -- 


But cow it is not ſufficient that | 


v 
PRs” 
© 
$8 
I 
* 
* BE 5 
- b "1 
OD wc 
AA 
"% 
- <6 
©» = 
5X 
oY, 
\.- HH oaands . 


| 


&4 


- -nypthf! 4 "Y f » 7 
» F464 , +4 IN 


A 4 the re. 


- *s. 0% ap tif . L220 a *Y> 
? "Fe » yy 4. 
4 1 \4 Wet if BERL $7 
- IO OI ee——_ _— PE 5, wt 7 $a £% $+f «> 
7 3, . v. hed OI od nl T2 
Py EDS 308, WENWE " 


» * 
$2 + — 
Eero ey Fo war ow w.albwe . doc, s 
pn 4 } ry : 
p Ws . - C345 
*y KL ef OF; 


6 20s Wet {4 SH 
Bag noi 6 tens 


, # 'D 


OLD 
Sa A > ” 


$ - L þ 
* j 26 R 4 L*% 
v . 


20 5 a 44 *. 
© 1448 

. F ef (5% 
#32 6 bxY 

wn Week 

TEE TOY : # 


ERIN" 
WM $7 +" 0 


*. W—_ ">: » - y C Ws 
=o . ” p 2 . \ v 
x - "x4 a et, 06 
* _ >f w_ 3 iS ES 
"= n Sb . 


ws ade 


We e 
6 -- 
ve "MEA NS > 
ES. 


% 


unto them, becauſe bee is none of 
their God, they naye no interefi 


iahim 2 Mey have_no union unto 


hins- Wealch is a3 commenſurate 
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her 


unto the minde and occafions'of a 


. 


begger as of a Prince;yer the good. 
nefle and comfort of it extends not 
unto him, becauſe he hath no pro- 


- | priety unto any. Now fine bath 
|taken away the Propriety which} 


wee have in Good, hath uplinked 
that golden chaine, wheteby the 
Creatute. was joyned unto God, 
and God with the Creature came 


| along unto the minde of man, So 


that till wee can recoyer this Uni- 


-\.o0n,and make up this breach againe, 
:: it is1mpoſlible for the Soule of man| 
- coreceive any. ſatiftagtion fromthe 

| |:Creature alone... Though. a. man 


may have the poſſeſſion of it, as a 


| Naked Createre, .yer not the fru- 
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| there bee Propricey. For God is a = 
© | Propertionable Good untothe nature} + 
| ofDivelsas well asof menor good; . 
| Angels, yer no goodcomgs by that | 
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, us now conſider che Inſuffeciexcie of 
the Creature to conferre, and the | 

Paſatisfiableneſſe of che fleſhto.: re- 
ccive,/any ſolidorreall ſatisfaRion|. _ 
from any of theworkes which: axe | 
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For Good the-Createre is not unto: 


= { any bur by yertue of the bleſſing 
. and Word accompanying it. -And 
/ | man naturally hath no right unto 


the Bleſſing of the Greature; for it 
t5 Godlinefle which hath the Pro- 


; miſes,and by conſequence the Bleſ- 
 fingas'wellof this as of the other 


life. And God is.notin his favour 
reconciled unto us, nor reunited by 
his Blefling unto'the Creature;bur 
onely in and through Chriſt. So 
then the minde of amanisfully and 


 onely ſacisfied with the Creatute, 
when it finds God and Chriſt toge- | 


ther in it ;: God making the Crea- 
rure ſurableto our inferiour defires, 


and Chriſt making both: God and: 


the Creature ours; God giving Pro-. 


portion, and Chrift giving Propri. $ 


etie. 


Theſe things thusexplained,, let | 
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| what imaginary and-phantaſticall 
felicities, which have no more pro- 
portion untoreall and true concent- 
ment, than aking on a ſtage to a 


a princes palace, Ever fince the 


the contriver of hisowne ſufficien- 
cie; loth hee is togoe beyoad him- 


| ſeife, ox wharhee thinkes properly 
| his owne, for chat in which hee re- 


ſolverhco place hisreft.Bur alas, af- 


waſted his ſpirirs, inthe moſt exact 
inventions that the Creature could 
minilter unto him, S«/omorn here, 
the moſt expzricac'd for: caquuie, 
themoſt wiſe for contrivance, the 


{moſt wealchy for compaſſing- ſuch 


| cacchly delights, hath, afcer many: 


ter hee had coil'd out his heart, and.| 


1 The Vanity of the Creature, | © 
done under the Sunne. Man is natu- | 

rally a proud Creature,of high pro- | 

jeRs, of unbounded defires, ever 

| framing co-himſelfe I know nor 


| 


kingona throne, than the houies | 
which children make of cards,unco | 


fallof Adam hee hath an icch in | 
{ him cobea god within himſclfe,che | 
| fountaine of his owne goodnefle, 
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yeares ſifting out the fineſt flower, 


 andin their burning they ſuddenly 


 Vamtie, Vanitie in their duration, 


they bee the wideſt of all the ſenſes, 
can take in more abundance with | 


and torturing nature to extraR the | 
moſt exquiſice ſpirics, and pureſt 


quinteſlcence, which the varicticsof 


pronounced ofthemall, Thatthey 
are Vanity and Vexation of Spirit : 
Like thornes, in their gachering 
they pricke, that is their YeXation, 


blaze and waſte away, that istheir 


fraile and periſhable thipgs;and Ve- 
x3tion in their enjoyment, they no- 


ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the care 
with hearing : Notwithſtanding 


leſſe atiety,and ſerve more imme- 


diatly forthe ſupplies of the reaſo- 


nable Soule, yer a mans eye-ſtriogs 
mayeven crack with vehemency of 


poring,his cars may bee filled with ; 
| all the varictie ofthe moſt exquiſite 


ſounds and harmonies,and leQures/ 


the Creatures could affoord, atlaſt | 
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thing but moleſt and diſquiet the | | 
heart, The eje ſayth Salomon, net | 
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\iathe world andyet Qt bis:Soule 
within him vey greed ytoſce and 


&. 1 


2 one, 


kb 


heare more as iBwas at firſt. Who 


- | would have thought that the fa-| 


your of a Prince; the adoration of| 
the people, . the: moſt conſpicuous 


| honours of the Court,the liberty of | 


utterly deſtroying-his moſt bitter | 
| adverſaries, the ſway of the Rerne| 
| and univerſallnegotiations of ſtare, | 
the-concurreticy of all the happi- 
neſſe,that wealth,or honour, or in- 
timacencſle with the Prince,or Dei-| 
ty with the people, or extremity of | 
| ſuxvrie could affoord, would pol- | 
fibly have lefc any roome or nooke | 


| 


$5 SS We ; 
\ tn the heart of Hamman for dilcon- 


teat? And yer do but obſerve, how 
the want of one Tewes knee (who 
dares fiot give Divine Worſhip, to 
any buthis Lord) blaſts all his o- 
ther glories, brings a dampe upon | 
all his other delights, makes his | 


| head hang downe,: and his mirth | 


wither : ſo little Ieaven wasable-t5 
ſowre all the Queenes banquet,and 
che Kings favour. Ahab wasa king, | 
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in whomtherefore wee thay juſtly | 
expeR a confluengofall the happi-- 
'nefſe which his d 


dofninionsconld af- 
foord; a man thatbuik wholecities 
and dwelt in Ivorie Palaces, and 
yet the want of one poore Vine- 


yard of Naboth brings ſuch a' hea- 


vineſle of heart, ſuch a deadneffe of 
countenance on ſo preata perſon,as 
ſeemed inthe judgement of /exabe/ 


farre unbeſeeming the honour and 
diſtance of a prince. Nay Salomoy, 
a manevery way more a king both 
in the minde and in the ſtate of a 
king than Abab,a man' that did nor 
uſe the Creature. withi a ſenſuall, 
but witha criticall fruition,7o finde 
ont that good which God had given 
men wnder the Sunxe, and that in 


ning , honour, pleaſure, peace, 
plenty, magnificence, forraine ſup=- 
plies,roiall viſits, noble confedera- 
| cies, asthat nm him was the pattern 
of a compleat Prince beyond all 


| the plat-formes and Tdea's of Plato 


| and Kenophon;evenhee was never 
Ran ISS ahl-| 
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fuch abundance of all things, lear- | 
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able ro repoſe his heart upon any or 
all theſe chings rogerher, cill hee 
| brings in the feare of the Lord for 
the cloſe of all, Laſtly , looke | 
onthe people of Iſrael; God had 
delivered chem from a bicrer thral- 


] 


_ } dome, haddivided the fea before 


them, and deſtroyed their cnemies 
 behinde them, had given them 
bread from heayen, and fed them 


the rocke ro ſatisfic their thirſt, and 
' made the Canaanitesto melt before 
them; his mercies were magnified 


| with the power of his miracles, and 


his miracles crowned with the 
ſweetnefle of his mercies, beſides 
the affurance of great promiſes to 
\ bee performed inthe holy land:and 


| yetinthe midſt ofall this wee finde 


nothiog but murmurivg and repi- 


f 14  TheVanity of the Creature, 


{ with Angels food, had commanded | 


ning. God had given them meat 
for their faith, burchey. muſt have 
meae for their luſt roo; it was not 
| enough that God ſhewed them | 
mercies, unleſſe his mercies were; 
| Grefſed up andfirted to their palate, 


} ] z 


_— by OS 0” ott> 
* 


| TheFanityoſthe Creature, | 


They rempted God, and limited the 
holy one of {ſrael,ſaich the Propher, 
Soinfinitly unſarisfiable is thefleſhly 
heart of man either with metrcies or 
miracles,that bringnothiog bur the }. 
Creaturesto it, | | 

The ground whereof is the Yaf d 5. 
| | dyproportion which is berweenthe | *' -- } ÞF 
| | Creature and the Soule of man, | - + J 


whereby it comesto paſſe, that ir is 
 abfolurely impoſſible for one to fill 
-upthe other... The Soule of man is 
a ſubſtance of unbounded defires : | 
and that will cafily appeare if wee. 
conſider him inany ecfiate, either| ' 
Created or Corrupted, In his Crea- 
{ | redeflatehe was made with a foule} = 
capable of more glory, than'the| 
whole carth orallthe frame of na- F 
eure, though changed into one Pa- | 
radiſe,could have afforded him: for 
he was fitted unto ſo much honour 
asan infinite and everlafting Com- 
munion with God conld bring A= . 
! | loog withit. Andnow Godnever 
” | -| inthe Creationgaveunto any Crea- 
urea proper | capacity.of a-thing, 
unto 
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- | to the fruition ofthat:Good which 


' [ofany ation which maneithercan, 
| orevercould have performed: yer 
| God was pleaſed out of —_ for | 


| Communicating of his glory, for | 


ia any vertue of its owne, but'onely 


_ 
ry as X 
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$44 
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- 


—— 
unto which he did not withall-ims+ |. 
plant ſuch motions and defires in | 
that Crezture, asſhould bee ſome- ; 
what ſuteable to that capacitic,and 
which might ( if they had beene 
preſeryed intire) have brought man 


he defired.: Fornotwithſtandiog it 
be true that rhe Glory of God can- 
not be attain*d unto by rhe vertue 


the magnifying of his name, forthe 


the advanceinentof his Creature;to 
enter into Coyenant with man,and | 
for his naturall obedience to pro- 
miſc him a ſupernaturall reward. 
And this, L{ay,was cventhen out of 
mercy ;in as much as Adams legall 
obedience of works could no 1nore 


in Godsmetrcifull contra and: ac- 
ceptance, merit everlaſting life,than 
our Evangelical Obedience of. faith 


.can-nowe 'Oaely : the difference 


| berweene |, 
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metcy propoſe Salyation unto A- 


| dam 2s 'an infinite Reward-of ſuch 


a finiteobedience; as Adamwas a- 


ble by his owne created abilities to | 


hayc performed. As ifa man ſhould 


give a -Day-labouter . a- hundred 
pound for hisdayes worke,: which | 


performe indeed hee did by his 


owne ftrength!, bur yer *did nor 
merit- the thouſandth part of thar ; 


wages which hee” receives : Bur 


| Gods mercy unto.us isthis, That he 


is pleaſed to beſtow upon us nor 
onely the reward, burt-the worke 
and merit which procured the re- 


ward, that hee is pleaſed in us to 


reward another mans worke, even 
che worke of Chriſt-our-head : as 
if when one onely.Caftaine had 
by. his:wiſedome diſcomficed and 


defeated: an © enemie, the Prince. 
notwithſtanding ſhould reward his 
| alone ſervice , with the.advarce-| | 
.ment:of the whole arayie which he |. 


berweeneche mercieof thefirf.and | 
| tcond Covenant (and it is a- great 
1 difference) isthis. God did out of 
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The Vanity of the Creature, 


led. But this by the way, Certaine : 
in the meanetime it is, that God 4 
created man with ſuch capacities} 
and deſires, as couldnot be limi-f 
ted with any or all the excellencies} 
of his felow and finite Crea- 
tUreS, 

Nay, lookeeyen upon Corrup- 
ted natare, and yet there we ſhall |! 
ſtill-diſcover this reſileſaefle of che || 
minde of man, though in an evill | 
way, to promote itſclfe : whence | 
ariſe diftraQions of heart,thoughts 
for to morrow, rovings and inqui- 
ficions ofthe Soule after infinite ya- || 
ricties ofcarthly chings, (warmes of | 
luſt, ſparkles of endlefle thoughts | 
thoſe ſecret lowings,andebbes,and ||| 
tempeſts, and eftuations of that ſea | 
of corruption in the heart of man, | 
but becauſe it can never finde any 
thing on which to reſt, or thathath 
| roome enough to entertaine ſo am- 
ple and ſocadlefſe a gueſt ? Lec us | 
then looke a little into the particu- 
lars of thac great difproportion and 
Laſufficiency of any or all the Crea= | 

fs tures 
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tures under the Sunne, tomake up 
anadequare and ſutcable Happi- 
nefſe for the Soule of man. 
Salomon here expreſleth it in 
[two words, Yanty and Vexgtion.. 


aine 
— . ] 
cies} 
imi-f 
Cies 


/ 
a 


Hip 
"all 
the | 


| worth, they are baſe in compariſon 
of the Sonleof man : When Da- 


= |; berweeneGod and Man in power 
jj. (128d trength , hee expreſſeth the 
2. ||| baſeneſſe of man by his vanity, To 
of ||| Þelaiedin the ballance, they are «/- 
es || | rogether lighter than vanitic, P/alm. | 
62:9. And ſurely, if we weigh the | 


 Soule of man and all the Creatures 
| {] |underthe Sunne rogether,wee ſhall 
y | | |finde chem lighter than Vanitie it 
\ | | iſelfe, All the goodnefle and ho. 
_| | ;nourof the Creature ariſcth from 
- | 4 | oneof theſe Two grounds; either. 
. | | | {roms mans coyning or from Gods, ei- 
| | | | cher from Opinion impoſed upon 


From the firſt of theſe wee may ob- | 
ſerve a threefold diſproportion- be- | 
eween the Soule and the Creatures, }. 
Firſt, in regardof their #erare and | 


vid would ſhew the infinic diſtance | 


| | them by men, or from ſome Ree/| 
_ qualities, 


19 


F 6; 


. 


\quatities, which they haye intheir 
nature. Many things there. are 


4 


| of Glyeranda peece of fleſh ; for 


| greatritles of honour and ſecular 


| mation which they carty among 
{ tneo, not from' their @wne quali- 


| them,or from-ſome other outward | 


| thinke there is any naturall pro- ' 
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which hayeallthat worth and efti- 


ties, buc from humane ioſtitution,. 
or from ſome difficulties thatatrend 


Impoſition, - When'a man gives 
money for meat, wee mult nor 


portionof worth betweene a piece . 


that worth which is in the mear- 13 { 
ics owne, whereas that which is in. 
che money is by humane appoint- 
ment, The like wee may ay for 


degrees, though they” bring au- 
thoritie, diſtance, reverence with 
them from; other men, yet not-| 
withſtanding they do not ofthem- 
ſelyes, by any proper vertue of 
cheir owne, putany ſolid and fan- 
damenrall mecitinto the man'hims- | 
ſclfe. Honour is butthe railing of 


ou rate and yalue of a man, it car« | 
| . Ties 
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ries snoching of ſubſtance heceſarily | 
along with it; as in raififg the ya-: 

luations of gol from'tyy 
lings,co'tiwenty two, the thattet 1s] 
the ſame,onelythe eſtimation dif- | 
ferent.' It is in the* poſe, 'of the |. 
Kinetoraiſea'man' out of prifon 
like Tefephs; and give hit Mn; "hext 
placeunto Finſelf; S i8*: Depot 


» ya 4 


eſſe of any of theſe thingsin com-! 
y cohſequence of their oftat difa- | 


man make "any thing equall co | 


himſelfe'>2 Can a'man':dyance a|_ 
peece of gold or filver into a rea- | 


ſonable,a ſpirituallian eternall ſub- 
Aance ?A' man may make himſelfe 
like theſe things, he may debaſe him 
ſelfe into the 'vileneſle of an Tdoll, 
They that make them are like unto 


thers*: hee may underyalue and un- | 
coyne bimſelte, blot our Gods I- F 


mage and iaſcription, and writein| 
the i image and'inſcription of carth | 
and Satan, he may curve himſclfe | 


ity Chil- { 


a plain argumevr: ofthe great baſe- | 
ariſon of the Soule of tndn”; and! 


is '// bility to ſacisfie the ſane : for can Fl 


into | - 


—_— _A——_— 


LE pa 


|ture, much lefſe can wee-make any 
| whole felyes.. Wee reade indeed | 


of ſome which have ſold the righ- 
| teous, and chatat no great rate nei-: 


[or ſecular accommodations,than on 


Pax/srule muſt hold, For meat de- 
firoy not the works of God, for mo- 


ture. | i 


The Vanity of the Crea 
intobrafſe, andiron, and reprobate || 
filver ; as the Prophet ſpeakes; but || 
never canany man. raiſe the Crea- || 
eures by all his cſilimations to the || 
worth of a. man 2 wee cannot fo |! 
much-as change. the-colour of a | 
haire, oradde a cubitcto our fia- | 


hing of equall worth with: our 


ther, for « paire of ſbooes.loel 3, 6, 
Amos 2.6, But wee ſce there how 
much the Lord abhorred that de- 
teſtable fat, and recomperCedir 
upon the necke of the oppreſlors, 
How many men are there till thar 
ſer greater rates. upon their'owne 
profics or-liberties,or -preferments, 


the ſoules of men, whoſe perdition 
is oftentimes the price of their ad- 
vancements ? But yer fiill Saint 


ney betray notthe bloud of Chrif, 


deſtroy 


þ 
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{] deſtroy not him with thy meat, 
| with thy dignitics, with thy pre- 
!! ferments, for whom Chrift-died, 
l! Wee were not redeemes& with fil- 
|] verandgold from our vaine Con- 
1 verſation, faith the Apoſile,r, Per. 
| 1-18.and therefore theſe things arc | 
of too baſe a nature to bepur into | 
theballance with the ſouls of men; 
{| and thatman infinitely underyalues | 
the worke of God, the image of 
God, the bloud of God, who for 
ſo baſe a purchaſe as monie,or pre- 
ferment, or anyearthly and yaine- 
glorious reſpeR doth eitherhazard 
his owne,or betray the ſoules of ' 0- 
thers commended to him, | 
And therefore this ſhould teach | 
ll thoſe upon whom the Lord 
ath beſtowed a greater portion of 
his opinionative felicitic, Imeane, 
f mony,honour,reputation, or the 
ike; Firſt,»ot zo Traſt inuncertaine 
Riches,not to relye upon a founda- 
ion of their owne laying for matter 
f SatisfaRion to thei: Soule,nor to 
poalt in the multitude of their ri- 
| ches, 


The Vanity of the Creature. © 
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} 


d 8. 


Tf 


ches,as the Pcopher ſpeakes, Pſal. 
49. 6. (for that is certainely one 
oteat . effe& of - the . Deceictul-/| 


| there is more in; them than indeed 
there's) avd the Plalmiſt gives: an | 


ſome for him, for the redemption of ) 


8 |  -. [meo ſwell :whereasif hey cannot 


| che leaſt dramme ofmexit, - or reall 
value tothe ownersof them: And | | 
ſurely if men, coyld feriouſly! con«-|: } 
ſider, That they: areftill members of |. | 


nefle of Riches, ſpokenof Matth, 
Z+22et0 perſwade the Soule that 


excellent reaſon.in the ſame place, 
No man car by a any meanes redeeme'| 
his brother, nor giveto God aran- 


their Soule i is pretioms.,_ | 


And ſecondly;ir may teach them | 


asnotto truſt, ſa: ner #9 ſwell with 
theſe thingsneirher. Ir is an argu- 
| ment &f they windineſſe andemp- 
tiiefſe that they are apt to make 


change: a haire ofa mans head, nor 
adde aninch to his ature , they 
can muchleſſe make anacceſhon of 


the ſame common body , and; that 


ofarwofold at a Nl and a, 
| myflicall | 
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 TheVanityof the Creature, | 


| rable; that the poore whom they 
deſpiſe may in Chriſts body have a 


the poore the ſmaller, thoughthey | 
take up more rooine, yet they put 


L if * » Rs ” = < 
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myfticall body , and thar though 


they haply may be the more hono- | 


rable parts in one body, yet in the 
other they may bee the lefſe hono- 


higher roomethan they (as the A- 
poitle faith, Hath not God choſen 
the poore in this world, Richinfaith, 
lam.,2.5.) Ifay,if men could com- 
pare things rightly rogether, and 
conſider that they are butthe grea- 
cer Letters in the ſame Volume,and 


no-more matter nor worth-into the 


word whichthey compound, they | 


would never ſuffer the: Tympanie: 
and inflation of pride or ſupercili- 
ouſneſſe, of (elfe-attriburions , ' or 
contempt of their meaner brethren 
to-prevaile within them. Wee ſee 


in the neturall body, though the | 
head have a Hat on of ſo many 
} | ſhillings price, andthe foot a'ſhooe | 
! | ofnothalfeſo many pence, ' yerthe. 


; | HENIERUGE therefore deſpiſe the ] ho 
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| derive ipfluence as well unto that| 
2s tO any nobler part : and {ſurely 

| ſo.lhould irbe among men, though | | 
j God hath given thee an Eminent; 

| ſation in.the body, cloath'd thee| | 


foor, bur is tender of ir , and doth 


| with. purple and ſcarlet, and hath 
ſetthy poorencighbour inthe low- 
eſt parrofthe body, and made him 
conyerſantinthe dirt, and content 
to cover himſelfe with leather, yet 
you are ftill members of the ſame 
common body, animated with the 


of the ſame dirt, appointed for the 
ſame inheritance, borne our of the 
ſame wombe of natural blindneſle, 


4 


falyation, the < rule. a Common 


a 4 hope a, Common hope, 


- one 


<- had 
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ſame ſpiricof Chriſt, mouldedour | | 


M.- 


partakersof the fame great and | 
| precious:promiſes,there wasrotone |, 
| price forthe Soule of the poore | 
| | man, and another for the 1icb, | 
| ' there is Botone Table for Chrif?'s | 
| mceaner gueſts, and another for his | 
greater, but thefaithisa Common | 
faith, th- ſalvation a Þ Common | 


| 


{ neſfe and value which is fix'd. 
{to the being of the Creature, 
| implantedin it by Godand the in- 
1 icution of nature, and even thus | 


26A 12, Lk 5 of TODA; ASL 


| ThePankyof the Creatare, 


:| fron one of another, 


| hee coyned them all. Somuch then 
| of his Image asany Creature hath 
'[ inic,, fo much value and worth. ic 
| carries.» Now 'God hath more 


| than unto any other Creature in 
| his Creatioa wee finde man made 
| after the © fimilieude of God, and. 


Mmm 


——_——— 


| one Lord,andone Spirit, and one | 
| Baptiſme,and one Godand Father 


of all ; and < One foundation, and 
f Oac houſe ; and therefore wee 
ought to hayes Careand Compaſ. 


Secondly, confider that Good. 


wee ſhall finde them abſohucely 
unable to ſatisfie the deſires of the 


reaſonable and{pirituallSoule.God | 
| is the Lord of all the Creatures, | 


they are but as his ſeveral monies, 


communicated himſclt unto man, 


in his xeſtauratian..wee finde God 
made after the *{milictude of man, 
and man once againe after the  fi- 


'e x,Cor. Ze} 


Ii, 

f Epheſ 
2.19. 

| Eph.3.1 Fo 
| 1. TimZ. 
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g x Cor, 
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28 The Vanity of the Creature. 1 

| militude of God, And now it |! 

|is necdlefleto ſcarchour the worth | | 

of the Creature. Our Saviour will | | | 
decide the point, What ball « man | | 
Matth.16. | gaine though hee winne the whole || 
26, world, and loſe his ewne Soule, or |. 
| what ſhall a man give im exchange || 

| for his Soule ? To which of the ||| 

[Creatures ſayd God at anytime, | f 

Letus create it after our image ? [[ 

of which of the Angels ſaid Hee || 

' at any time, Let us reſtore them || « 

| to our Image againe ? There's no ||j! 

; Creature in heaven or carth, which |j|" 

is recompence enough for the loſle jj ! 

of aSoule. Cana man carry the |! 6 

| world into hell with him to bribe t 

the flames, or corrupr his tor- || © 

mentors ? No, faith the Pſalmiſt, b 

' His plory ſhall not deſcend after bim | 

; Pſal.49.17. But can hee buy out |} 3 

| his pardon before hee comes thi- Þ 

cher? no neither, the Redemption le 

of @ Soule is more preciou,yerſ,8. 2 

Wee know the Apoſtle counts all] * 

 |chings Duvg, Phil.3.8. and will] 4 

| God take Dung in exchange for : th 

| Soule? Certainely, Beloyed,whe be 
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The Vanity of the ((reature, 
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: rowes of the field, when he can 
fill his barnes with glory, when' 
hee can ger bagges full of Salyati» 
on, when hee can plowup Heaven 
out ofthe Earth, andextrat God 
out of the Creatures, then he may 
bee able co finde that in them 
which ſhall facisfie his defires, Bur 
i; tillchen, let a man have all the 
n || exquifiteſt curioſities of Nature 
o ||; heaped intoone veſſel, Tet him be 
h ||j moulded out of the moſt delicate | 
ſe þ| ingredients, and noblcft principles | 
ie || cbar the World canconmribure, ler | 
J« || there bee inhis body a concurren- | 
r. || cie of all beautis and feature, in 
a, his nature an Eminenceofal ſweet- 
». | nefle and-ingenuity, in his minde 
ur þ 3 confpiration of the politeſt, and 
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1;. | moſt choice varieties of all kinde of | 


22 learning, yer till che ſpirit of that / 
| man is no whit more {valuable | 
an} & a,” whitmore oye | 
«i111 2able to Ecernall Happineſle, than 
\r af he Soule of a poore and illiterate 


' ; begger. Difference indeed there is, 


B 3 and 
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30 TheTanitic of the Creature, 


| duſt of the beaurifull and defor- 


- we dna ax 
Ls 


_ 


1 and that juſtly to bee made be- 
tweene them inthe cycs of men, 
1 which difference is to _cxpire with- 
[in a few ycarcs: and then afterthef | 


| med, ofthe learned and ignoranc, || 
| of the honourable and bale arc 
promiſcuouſly intermiogled , and 
death hath equalled all, then at 
laſt there will come aday whea all 
mankinde ſhall bee ſummoned na- |: 
ked, without difference of degrees}; 
before the fame tribunall .; when 
the Crowns of Kings and the ſhac-| 
| Kles of priſoners, when the robe 
| of Princes and the ragges of Beg 
1] gars, when the Gallants brayeri 
1 and che Peaſauts rufſet, and th 
Statiſts policie, and the Courtier 
luxurie, aud the Scho'ars cutio 
| fity ſhall be all laicd aſide: when al 
men ſhall bee reduced unto an c 
quall plea, and without reſpeA 0 
| perſons ſhall bee doomed accor 
ding to their workes : when Nerq 
the perſccuting Emperour ſhall 
OR to Hell, and Paw 
$£:15- 5) 
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The Vamity ofthe ( Fearave, 


perſecuted Apoftle ſhall ſhine in 
| glory, when the learned Scribes 


and Pharifies ſhall goaſh cheir 
teeth, and the ignorant, and as 
chey terme them , curſed people, 
ſhall ſee their Saviour : when the 
proud Antichriſtian Prelates, that 


dy*d their robes in the bloud of the 


all 

I- J; 
ces 
aen|| 
AC--| 
bes 
cg 

Erie 


the] ſhallbee proved to have beene no-: 
iergiching elſe bur well-aRed yanities : | 
rio4 when thepride, laxurie,riot,{wag- 


n al 
'- 
2 of 


COF 


| Saints ſhall bee hurried to damna- 


tion, and the poore deſpiſed mar- 
eyrs whom they perſecuted {hall 
waſh their feer in the bloud of their 
enemies: when thoſe puntoes, and 


| formalities, 8nd cuts, and faſhions, 


and diftances, and lements, | 


.-Which are now the darling fiones 


of the upper end of the World, 


gering, interlarded and comple- 
mentall oathes, nice and quaint 
laſcivieuſneſſe, new invented cour- 
tiogs and adorations of 'beanmy, 


j 


| 


| 


Verq the ſo much Rudicd and admired | 
l bq finnes of the gallantrie of the ; 


per 


RY 


' the world, ſhall bee pronounced ont of | 
B4 che | 


— 
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The Vanitie of the Creature. 


the mouth of God himſelfe to have 


beennothiog elſe but glittering ab- 


hominations; when the adultera- |: 


ting of wares, the counterfeicing of 


lights, the double weight and | 


falſe meaſures, rhe courteous e- 


—_ — +<=<ca ww = _ 
by 


: 


1 
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£ 


quivocations of men greedy of gain, |: 


which are now almo(t woyen into; 
the very arts of trading, ſhall be 


pronounced nothing elſe but my- |: 
feries of iniquitie and {clte-de- | 


ceiviigs : When the curious ſub- 


tilties ofmo1e choice wits,the knors- |. 
tie quefiions, and yaine frife of || 
words, the diſputes of reaſon,the |; 
variety of reading, the very circle of // 


generzll and ſecular learnivg, purſu- 
ed with ſomuch cagerneſle by the 


; more ingenious ſpirirs ofthe world, | 
' ſhallbee all pronounced but the 


; thinne cobwebs and vaniſhing de..|. 
 licacies of a better tempered pro. | 
phaneneſle ; andlaſtly, when that |: 
poore deſpiſed profeſſion of the | 


————————— 


power of Chriſtianitie,a tremblirg 


atthe Word of God, a ſcrupu- || || 
lous forbearance not of oathes on- | [' 
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-| | perverſe generation, the ſo mnch 
- | | conclamatedand ſcorned peeviſh- 
= | | neſſeaf a few filly ,unpoliticke,un- 
}f || | regarded; bypocrites as-the; world 
c|. | efteemeschem; ſhall ingood car- 
>f'! | neſt fromthe mouth of God him- 
I- | ſelfe bee declared to, have beene 
ec | thetrueparrow way whichleadeth: 
|, | tofalvation;andrhe enemies there- 
ce; | of ſhall,; when itiscoo.- late, bee: 
--// | driven-tothar deſperat and-ſhame- 
. | | full confeſſion, Wee fooles connted 
tit] their lifemadueſſe, and their end. 10 
© || | havgbeenwithoue: bonanr 5 baw are | 
g |! þ they. now. reckoned. among?t the 
- ||| Seimgs ,, and. have their  portion| 
» [1['. CY | with 


'- | God, a heroicall reſolution to bee 
| | firitand'circumſpeR; to walke in 
\_ | anexactand geametricall holinefle 

' | inthe middeſt of a-crooked- and 


% a —o__— _ 
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 ly,bur of idle words,a tendernefle 
' and aptnefſe to bleed at the touch 
| of any finne , a. boldneſle to 
; '. withſtand the: cormptions of the 
times, a conſcience of bur the ap- 
' | pearances of\ evill ,- a walkin 


| mournfully and humbly before 


; 
\ 
ot 
E 
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| TheP anity ofthe (veatare. 


and the Creatures; arilfing from} 
the Fanitis thereof, istheir Dead-| 


with the Almightie t | 
Aſecond branch of the difpro-| 
portion berweenethe foule of man 


neſs, wnprefitaBleneſſe, ineſſicncie 


in his —_— and glory. 'No- 
thing then can truely Dee a prop 
ro-holdupthe Soule, which: can+ 


it that which ithath not. Charge 


uncerteine Riches, but io the #- 
ving God, 1 Tim, 6.17, hee Op- 


4 


whereby a' man-canmeverdemon- 


by any inward yerrucoftheirowne | 

20 conyey of preſerve life in che| 
Sonle. Happinefſe in thie' Scrip- | | 
 ruxe-phraſe is called: Lyfe, - conſi- | | 
Qing in a Communion with God] | 


not ether” preſerre” \that” life | | 
which i hath , or'convey''amo | | 


thoſe, fayth'the Apoſile; thatare | 
rich in this World, 'rthar they bee | 
not high tninded, 'neictier truſt in | 


\poſcrh rheliſeof God'to the va- | 
is; to the" Inevidimee' of Ricker, | 


Irwga to hinafelfe or \orhers* the | | 
s "ANY | CEt- 


> 


| bute the bleſſings they injoy, and 
| | to ſte for more, rather unto- any |. 


_ The Famiy of the Creature. 


| certaintie or happineſle of his life. | 


| | ſaken mee the Fountaine of living 


hm 


| The like oppoſition wee ſhall fiad 
excellently expreſſed in the Pro- 
phet /eremie, My people bave com- 
mitted two evuills, they bave for- 


water, and have hewed thems ont 
Cifterns, broken C:ifterns that can 
bold no water. Ier.2,13. That is, 
my people are willing to atcri- 


cauſe than unto mee the Lord. She 
did not know, faith the Lord elſe- 
where,Tbat [ gaveher ber cornaud 


theſe are my rewards which my 
Lovers hate given mee. But faith 
the Lord, fo long as they truſted 
mee, they reſted upon a _-_ 
fountcaine that would never faile 
them ; with thee faith the P@l- 
miſt, is the Fowntaine of life : and 


weſſe, that is, Doe not make an 


her wine, and multiphed her ſilver | 
| | and gold, oc, But ſnid of them, | 


ſo faith the Apoſtle too, Le your | 
conver{ation bee without covetony= | 
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[Idol of the Creature : doe not 


your conyerfation bee with con- 
rentmenr, confiderthat what you 
have is the dimenſam, the portion 
which Gad hath allotted you, that 
food which hee findeth moſt con- 
yenient for you ; hee knowes that 
more would but cloy you with a 
ſurfer of pride or wotldlineſle, 
that you haye not wiſdome,humi- 
 litie, faith, heavenly mindedneſſe 


hehath ſaid, 1 will not faile thee 


 m0r forſake thee. Well then, faich 


| theLord,ſo long as they reſted on |. 
| mee," they refted upon a ſure ſup: | 
| ply (All his mercies-are ſave mere | 
cies ) upon a Fomtaine - which | 
Jongiea | | would [| 


—c 


heape veſſels full of monie toge-| 
cher, and then thinke. that you} 
are all ſure ; the Creaturehathno| 
life in it, nay it hath no truth in it} 
neither, there is deceit and coze- | 
nage in riches; but ſaith hee, Let| 


enough to conco@ a more plenti- | 
full eſtate; and therefore receive | 
your portion from him, truſt his | | | 
wiſcdome and care over you, For | 


ity ofthe (reature, .| | | 
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would never fayle them: But when | 
| ; | once, they forſake mee, and will | 
| | | nottruſttheirlives in my keeping, ; 
| | but with the Prodigall will have | 
t| | | their portion in their owne hands, 
- | | their water in theirowne CifZernes, 
t| | theirpits proye unto them bur like | 
- | . | Tobs torrent, deepe and plentifull 
u| | | though they feeme for atime, yet | 
at length they make thoſe aſha- 
t || | med that relyed upon them. And | 
- | | | fo Ffindethe Prophets aſſuring us 
t | | | that /-ae/ which put ſo much con- | 
|| fidence inthe carnall policies of Je- 
|| roboam for preſerying the king- 
j- | | | dome of the ten Tribes from any 
le | | | re-union with the houſe of DevsJ, 
i- | | | was atlaft conſtrained to bluſh at 
re | | | cheirowne wiſedome, and to bee 
is | | | aſhamed of Bethel their confidence. | 
7 | | | Briefely then for that place, there 
2e | | | arerwo excellent things intimated 
|| in thoſe two words of CifZerxes 
n || | and Brokes Ciſternes : Firſt, the 
wealth and honour which men get 
ro | || not from thee Lord, but by car- 
. ' | nall dependencies, arebut Ciſterns 
= _ 7 
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| from the influence of God the 


- | menenjoy, their youthfull vigour | 
* |thatcarriedthem with delight and | 


are like dead water, apt to putri- | 
fic and corrupt ; becing cut off | 


Founraine of life, rhey have no 
ſayour nor ſiweetneſle in them. Be-. 
fides,they arc Broken Ciſterns too, 
as they haye much mud and rot-. 
kar in them, ſo they are full 
of chinkes, at which whateyer is 
cleare and ſweet runnes away, and 
nothing but dregges remaine be- 
hinde.The workdly pleaſures which 


furie tothe purſuit of Aleſhly lufls, 
the jt arr they were wont 
to take in the formalities and com- 


! 


b- = | 
atthe beſt,and io that reſpe& they || 
have an evill quality in chem, they | 


plemencsof courtſhip and good. ||; 
fellowſhip, with a ſtormeof ficke.. || 


[neſle, or at fartheſt a winter of || ( 
ge blowesallaway,and chen when || _ 
'the fruit is gane, thereremaines no» || 
\thiog butthe diſeaſes of it bebinde, || 2 
| which their furſer bad begatrep, 3 Lf 
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| aHownhe Create in regardof lite 


| ration: and concyrrencie in the: 


[in chatrefpeA:and that norusſer- 
| vants areto theirmaſters, Living in- 


The Vanity of the Creatwre. 


| Thus thelifewhich weferch from 
| the Cifterne is a rwi/Sing life, there 


isfill, afterthe uſe of it, leſſe lefe 
behinde than there was before: bur 
chebfewhich wee fetch from the 
fountaine is afixed,an Abrding bfe, 
asSelohnſpeakes, or, 25 our Savi- 
our calls it, a Zife+bat Abound:, 
like che pumping of water our of a 
fountaine;che more tis drawn, the 
faſterit comes." EE fied 

' We grantindeed chat the Lord, 
beeiog the Founcaine of life , .dorh 


temporall fome fubordinate -ope- 


worke df preſerviog lifeinus. But 
| wee mult alſo remember, That the 
Creaturesare but Gods Inſtruments 


ſtruments , able to worke with» 
out concurrence of the ſuperiour- 


caule ; hurt Dead 


4 


infliryments and'| 
hierefoye muſt never bee ſeparared} . 
[from the Principal. Let God; 
ſubduR framrthena thar concaurie | 
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| burby the word which proceedeth 


| TheVavitjoftheCreatare. | 


| 


| of hisowne which aQuaresand ap- |! 
plies them-<o their ſeyerall ſervices, |: 
and all the Creatures in; the world |: 
' are no more able to preſerye the: bo- | 


ther dead :infiruments are: able by 


—— 


or the flowre;butthe Rafe of bread 
notany thing that comes eut of the 
downe from heaven, eyen the ble{- 


forman livech-notby..bread alone, 


ont of Gods-mouth, The Creature | 
cannot hold upir ſelfe,; much lefſe 


contribute. to the :ſubſiRence- of 0-;[] 


ther things, unleſſe 'God continue 


| 


the inflaence of his bleflivg upon.it. | 
As ſoone. as Chriſt had- curled the 


Figge-tree,,. it preſently withered, | 


and'dricd upi jtt52; from theroots;, 


to (ew that jt was notthe'root.a- | 


LES WW. - SY £8 PLEA 7, * (EE EOS Mer 


dy or to: comfort the minde; chan || 
an axeand a hammer-and thoſe 0 | 


themſclyes alone. to: ere: ſome | 
Rarely edifice, It is'notthe-corne || 


which ſupports the.life,aad that. is | 
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earth, bur ſomething which comes | | 
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__ The Vanity of the Creature. | 


which did ſupport the figge-tree. 

The Creatures ofthemſelyesare ix- 
aifferent to contrary operations, ac 
cording as they have been by God 


{| the three children in the furnace, 
!| and the fame fire licked up the 
|| inſtrumentsof the perſecution. Fire | 
came downe fiom Heayen to de- 
ſtroy Sodome , and fire came 
| downe from heaven to adyance 
Elias ; the fame ſea .a SanQuary | 
unto Iſrael and a Graye unto E- 
2 i] gypt; Jonah had been drowned. if: 
{|| hee had not becndeyoured, the la- | 


| ter deſiruion was a deliverance 
| from the former, and the ravine of 


e | the fiſh a refuge from the rage of | 
|; the Sea : pulſe kept Darel in. 


bh (Þ © | 


q- ve 
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'] good liking , which the meat of | 
|] rhe Kings table could not doe in; 
{| the other children : for indeed: 
|| Life 5s not a thing meerely natu- 
i] rall, but of promiſe, as the Apo- 
1} le ſpeaks;Letthe promiſe be remo- 
i] ved, & howeyera wicked man lives 
1] as welasarighteous man,yet his life 
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| 42 | I Vanky of the Oreare, | 
{ 1s indeed but a breathing death, on- | 


ly tobte reproved,who Reff 


\ corne, | 


| C 
ly the cramming of himto aday offi! 
ſlaughter : When the bleſſing of | 


{ God is once ſubduaged, though ij | 


men labour in the very fire, rarne |} 
their vicall heart wich excremitie of 1 
painesivto a yery flame, yer the | 
cloſe of all their labour will prove | 
pething but Favre, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeakes. Wee {irould theres» | 
fore pray unto God that we may 
live not onely by the Creature, 
butby che Word which ſandirfiech | 
the Creature, thet wee may not 
leave upon our fubfiance, but up- 
on Gods promiſes, that wee may | 
noctive by: that which wee have | 
onely, by: by that which wee hope | 
for, and may ſtill finde God ac. || 
companying his owne bleflings un-|\ 
to our Svule., i 
But here che yanity and wicked- || 
nefle of many worldly menis juſt» | 
ou the it 
Createre as onthe onely ſtaffe and || 
comfore of their life, who count K || 
their principal. joy when aheir | 
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5 SS es 


"ROWE ; 
ne || 
of} 


of | 


= 
ne } 


of i] by the Apottle, when all thecruft 
he | and hope, and glory, and rejoycing 
Ye | whith INCA haveis.imthe Crearure, 
o- |1] and not in God.) They boaſt, 
es || ogy the Plalmiſt, inthemultitude 
ay. of their Riches, Nay., ſo much 
e, ||| (ortiſhaefle there 45 io the nature 
th | of man, and ſomuch fopbiſtricin 
ot j{| che Creature, thatcheproud foole 
p. [{| inche Goſpoll fsom zhe greataefle 
zy ||| of his wealch concludes rhe 
ve [\ | of his life Thonbaft mach laidey for | 
pe | | | many yoares ; and vbe cortaintic of 
c« {|| his rireb and pleaſure, Take thine 
n= | eaſe, eat, drinke, ayd bee marry. | 
|| Their snward thenght 5s, that their 
d. | || howſes ſhaH endure for ever and their 
t= | | | dwelling places to all generationse 
be |]j AndDavid himſclfe 'was over-ta- 
1d | | ken wich this folly, 7 (#3d iz wy pro- 
it ||| [perity, | foal never bee moved. 
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ACSC = 


| corne and wine, and oyle encre- 
| ſerh,, who magnific their owne 


arts, ſacrifice ro cheir owne net 


gh and drag (whichis the /doberrie of 


| Coverouſneſſe , fo often ſpoken of 


|| Yeaſo-muchſeedis there of pride 
| 7:6 


[ 43 


Habac.r. 
15.16. 


Phſ.49.1 
Pſal. 1 vs 6 


_—__— 


"Ry IE 


Epheſ.s. 56) 
| Col.3%5. 


| 


| 


| 


A. A 


l 


oa 4 ah<4adt & OY BL AO, 
LY 
Amo... i et ws Hw260 a 44.25; BI bn, AE 
hy = - _ 
veins ws | ppg—eng rebates - 


Ars 


RA SR* 
ogy 


Tx a ES 5a 
o 


{Lb ws GT 
We IT DIR 46-01 won. 
- woes -: - he wy * l 


3+ dogs. 


—; 
> I, 


f ba EE S fe 


b "IE or "os n 
« _ Av" *% 
» agate pena PIG 


mm "3 
—— » 


___ 


a 


— 
2s ts an hg 
-_ ; 
»,\ 
Wes v.56 oped A 
on = a 


w-z a 
i, 0 
— Lt 6 


_—_— _—_ - v 
So ur EX gon 
- I 


$f ne 6c - . . OY 
c —_ —_ » _ - ee Res —_ 
> * 
ney ts pa Wd 4a gry err rae mt, pr omets » re PO Do = +4 gas 


P_—_— CO” PII p"Y a A. ett. ”— O_ 


V1d.Briſs; 
de Regno 
Perſ.l.1. 

08:14. 


'Zeph.2.15, 


s 


| 


The Vanity of the Creatare. 


in the heare of man, and ſo much 
heate (as I may ſo ſpeake) and vi- 


| gour in the Creature to quicken it, 


as that men.are apt to Deifie thens- 
ſelves in the reflexionon their own 
greatneſle, and to deifie any thing| 
els which contributesto the inlaroe- 
ment of their ambitious purpoſes 
The greatnefſe,of the Perfian Em-|| 
perors madethem all uſurpe religi-| 
ous worſhip from their fubjects, 
The like infolence wee fiode' in the 
Babyloviſh Motrrchs, they cxal- 
tedrcheinſcives aboye the height of 
the clouds, and made themſelycs 
equall corhe moſt High, *E/ai. 14. 


24.yeatheirpride'made them for-] 


get any God fayethemſelyes, 7 aw, | 
and there is none beſides me,I{ai.47. 
7,8. Ir was the blaſphemous arro- 
gance of Tyrus the rich city, [am «| 
God, 1 fit iy the ſeat of God, Thavel 


| a beart like the heart of Goa, Exch, 


-28.26, Neither are theſe the finnes 
of thoſe times alone ; the fountain 


of them is in the nature, . and the 
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fruits of them in the lives of thole, 


wholt- 
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The Fanity of the Creatare. 


— who. dare- not venture upon the 
uch} words.: For albeit men withtheir 
vi-f mouthes profeſſe God, there is yer 
a biteer root of Arheiſme and of 
Polutheiſme in-the  mindes of men | 
wn by.natuce, which is mightily aRu- | 

gÞ ated by the abundance of carthly | 


isthe heart, where che heart,there ; 
1-Fthe happineſle, and where the hap- | 
pineſle,there the God, 
Now worldly men put their | 
Nel cruſt in their riches, ſer theirhearr ' 
al-| upon them,make them their rong | 
Off city, and. ch&efore no marvell if 
they bee their Idoll too. What is 
F4-+|the reaſon why oftentimes we may 
I-] obſerve rich and. mighty men in 
| che world to bee- more: impatient 
of the Word of God, more bit- 
| ter ſcorners of the power of Reli- 
| gion, more fearefully given over 
cothe purſuit of fleſhly luſts and 
| ſecular purpoſes, co vanity; vaine 
olory, . ambition, revenge, fierce, 
umplacable, bloudy paſſions, bra- 
ſen and boaſting abhominations, 


things. Wherethe treaſure is,there | Mar.6. 21. 
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than | 
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| The Vanity of the Creature, 


þ | 


chanother men, bur becauſe they 
have ſome fecrer opinion that there 


[ isnot ſo great adiftance ber weene 
| God andrthem, as-berween God 
1 and; other men; bur becauſe the 


' pſal.1 9.2 0 abundance of worldly things hach 
gy 5|brawned their _— red cheir 
{ Tod 30.7. [conſcience, andthickened their cies 
15s | againſt any fearc, or faich, orno- 
{ticeacall of thac ſupreame domini- 
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| ; | [on and impartiall revenge which. 
F che molt powerfull and juſt God 
2 US doth beare over all ſinners, and a- 
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gainft all fame What is che rea- 
ſon. why many ordinary men 
drudge .and moyle all the yeare 
long; thinke every houre in the 
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I | Church fo. nuch time loſt from 
4 (theirkfe, are not ableto forbeare 
bil their covetous praftices on Gods 
#Ih owne Day, count any time of 

4 I cheir life, any worke of their 
Lu1pi 2 hand, any ſheafe of their corne, 


any: penny: of their purſe throwne 
quiteaway, even 25-fo-much bloud 
powrd.our' of their, veines, which 

is beftow'd'on the worſhip Py 
; and, 
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rea- 


mert|| 


ods | Fe holdie:8 2gain, He that hathpitty 
e of |#» 1%e poore /enderls wwro the Lord, | 
their 4 thatwhich hee hath gruen, will 
Orme, [Pc pay himg againe * and againe, if 
wne |$#9 wilt bearker nate mee, ana ob- 
loud |{{crve to doe alt theſe things, thenall | 
hich |82c/eblefſings [Bail come ow thee and 
God; ||#vertake thee, bleſingrinthe Cizie 


jpndon the ſervice of the Alrar;but 
ecaufe men thinke that there is | 


|Rbis dey npward, fince « flone hath 
peene lajed of my houſe, face you 
have put your ſelves to any char- | 
pes. for my. worſhip, 7 will ſarely | 


{ heVamty of the ( rennare, | 


ndeed more life in their money, 
nd the fruits. of their ground, 
han in their God or the 
heir hearts. make God a har, as the 


ould profeſſc o plainely, from 


promi- 
5 of his Goſpell? Elſc how could | 
t poſhbly bee, if men did nor in | 


\pofile fpcakes ; that the Lord | 


47 . | 


| 1,1ch. 6.10 


Hag.2.15. 
1 Lp 


Heſſe you; andagaine, Bring all my 


ithes into my houſe, and prove me 
of / will not openthe windowes of hea- 
|[ipen, and powree bleſſing upon you | 


hat there ſhallnot beeroome enongh 


and 


Mal.3. 10 


| Prov.19.i7 
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The Vanity of the Creature, | 


and inthe field, &c, If men did in 
| good earneſt perſonally, and hypo- 
| rherically , beleeve and embrace | 

theſe divine truthes, How-could 
it bee, that men ſhould grudge 
Almighty God and his worſhip || 
every farthing which hee requires 
from them of his owne gifts; that 
they ſhould dareier the ſeryice and 
houſe of Godlie dumb and naked; 
| thatthey ſhould ſhut uptheir bow- 
els of compaſſion againſi their poore| 
brethren, and in them venture to 
denie Chriſt himſcltc -a morſell of| 
bread or a mite of money;that they 
ſhould negleR the obedience, pro-| 
phane the name, word, and wors- | 
| ſhip of God, uſeall baſe and un-| 
warrantable arts'of getting,and all} 
this out of love of that life, and gree- 
Cinefſe of that gaine, which-yert 
themſelves, in their. generall ſub-| 
ſcription to Gods truth, haye con- | 


F feſled, will cicher never-bee: got-! 


ten; or at leaſt never bleſſed}, by | 
fuch curſed courſes > So prodigious 
a propertie. is there. in worldlyi| 
things! 
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The Vanity of the Creatnre. 


thiogs co obliterate all notions of 
||| God out of the heart of a man, 
"Fj and to harden him to any impu- 
d |} { dent-abhominations. 7 [pake wats 
3” || chee mm thy proſperity , ſaith the | 
'P 3 | Lord, but thow ſaidſ#, I will not 


fore bave they forgotten mee, Take 
Nt heed, leaft whenthou haſt caten and 


Tec art full, thine heart be lifted np, and 
oy thos forget the Lord thy God, Ther- 


{| fore it is that wee reade of the 
CY || Poore rich in faith, and of the 
0" || Goſpel! preached tothe poore, and 
$ | revealed unto babes; becauſe great- 
{| nefle and abundance ſtops the care, 


allyl 2ndhardens the heart, and makes 
© 8] men land at defiance with the fim-. 
_ | plicicie of the Goſpell, | 


Now then that wee may bee in- 


F{ as becommetrh a deed avd impotent 
Fj comp, wee may make uſc of theſe 


{| Eyc ever upon the Power of God, 
AE C 
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Gf] heares —_— ro their paſture, 
at's | ſo were they filled, they were filled, | 
'* and their beart was exalted, there- | 


firuted how to uſe the' Creature, | 


| few direRions : firſt, have thine |. 
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| which alone animarteth and raiſeth 
; the Creature to that pitch of live- 
. lhood which isin it, and who a- 
| lone hath infinite wayes to weaken | 
; the ſtrongeſt, or toarme the wea- 
| keſt Creature againſt the ſtouteſt 
| ftaner, Peradventure thou haſtas 
; much lands andpoſk ſfſions,as many 
ſhcep and oxen as /ob, or Naval; | | 
yetthou haſt not the Lordſhip of | 
/ the clouds , God can harden the | Þy 

heavens over thee, hee czn ſend the | || 

mildew and cavpker ivto'thy corne, | | 
therort 2nd murren intothy cartel; | | 

though thy baraes bee full of corn, | | 
| and thy facs overflow with new | | 
| wine, yet hee canbreake the Rlaffe | ||] 
| ofthy bread. that the flowre and | jr 
the wineprefſe ſhall not feed thee; | [6 
though thou haye a houſe full of 
flyer and gold, hee can put holes | | 
into every bagge, and chir-kes ins | | 
[eo every Cifterne, tha it ſhall all | | 
finke away like a winter torrent. | ſt 
God can either deny thee a power | ſlir 

and willtoerjoy it, and this js as | fly, 
fore a diſcaſc as poverty it ſelfe : or | Þ|;; 

. | elſe | | 
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| The Vanity of the: Creatnre, | 51 
(elſe hee can take away. thy ftrength | ©,,yrup:- | 
Ithat thou ſhaltnocreliſh any of thy | liber dele- 

choiſeſt delicates; hee can ſend a | fant jadta- | 
tone or a gowrte that ſhall make RO | 
Ithee willing to buy with all thy} ,,,, vorori; 
riches a pooxe and a diſhonourable | & verago 

healch; and, which is yet worſt of \popinarum, 
a;l,he canopenthy conſcience, and p__ _ 
; | Flet in upon thy Soule that Lyon _ arſert | 
{which liesatche dore, ainize thee þ omniaz/ta 
with the fight of thine owne finnes, | 42a febri- | 
| |the hiſtoric of thine evill life,theex- pants 

perience of his terrors, the ghmples | > obs 
land preoecuparions of hell, the e- | jx(am bea- 
| ſvident preſumptions of irreconcili- | titudiness 

ation with him;the frenzicof { an, |/49tr-b1t; | 
[the deſpaire of /xdas, the mad- | paragn— t 
'nefſe of Achzrophel, the trembling = 


: : cza confci- | 
tof Felix, which will dampe all | exria. 4ug, | 


| ithy delights , and make ali- hy | & caehry] 
| [{weereſt morſels as che white of an Red.c,n6. 


| | , "7 Y Gen.,g.7. 
| [Egge ; at which pinch, however | 7 


now thou: admire and adore thy ' 
hicke clay, thou wouldett count | 
lic the wiſet bargaine thou.did'R e- | 
|ver make, to giveall thy goods to | 
[the poore, to goe bare-foor the | 
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| nn which the whole <carth, |! 


j all the Creatures in the world to 
j oive life, as that they cannot pre- 
j ſerve it intire from forraine or Do. 
| meſticke aſſaults, nor remove thoſe 


| ThePanity of the Creatare. 


| whole day with the Prophet £/a7 || 
codrefſe thy meac with the dung of |} 
2 man,as the Lord commanded the || 

Prophet Exekzel, to feed with-If5- | i 
chaiab ina dungeon on bread of || 
affliction and water of afflition |} 
for many yeares together, that by || 
theſe or any other meanes thou |}; 
mighteſt purchaſethar ineftimable || 


Hom 
ee re 
— —— 


though changed into a Globe of || 
Gold,or Center of Diamond can- |} 
not procure, So utterly unable are 


] dumps and preſſures which do any || 


|S 15+ © 
| deadneſſe of the Creature, or rather ij | 


ineſſe, The Apofile ſhewes us the | 


way diſquiet it. 
Secondly,to remove this natwrall |}: 


eo recompence it by the acceſſion of |} | 
 « Bleſſing from God, uſe meanesto | 
| xeduce it unto its primitive goods | 


way; Every Creature of God 1a goed, | 
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{i © TheVanityofthe Creature, 


| | our {clvesby Prayer; 


| poiſon hich finne brought upon it 


| ; 2renexwed and comartable eftare, 
| | inthem, It is an Allufion to eg=!!, 
; þ-4 . = .. | 
| | purifications and differences of 
| | meates,Levit. 11, . No Creature is. 


| | file,in irsowne ſimple created na- 


x { manforfeiced all his intereſtin the ; 


B 


& by Prayer; In wth place, becauſe 
itisatextthan which: thereare few 
places of Scripture that come more | 
into dayly and generall uſe with all | 
ſores of men, it will bee needfull to 


unfold; 1, What is meant by the 
ſanRification of the Creature. 
2, How it is ſanRified by the word. 
2. How weeare to ſantific it to 


For the firſt, The 
then ſanRified, when the curſe and 


1s remooved, when wee can uſe 
the Creatures with a cleane con- 
ſcience, and with aſſurance of 


impure of ir ſelfe, faich the Apo-. 


cure : bur in as much as the.ſinne of | 


C 


Creature,becauſe eo 5pſo a man is le- 
gally dead ; and a condemned man 


; | is utterly deprived the right of any | 


'C 2 | worldly 


Creature is | 
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\ The Vanticef the Creature. 


| thus by the finzeof man urcleane, | 
! 2rd by conſequence unfitted for hus: 


! that the Creature ſhould | have} | 


| butreally inthe ſubſtance and body 


worldly goods (nothing is his ex | 
isre, but onely ex largitate) and } 
in as much as the- ſinne of man ? 


hath made him, though nor a fa- } 


cri;egious intruder, yet a prophane |! 
abuſer of the good things which re- [ 
maine, partly by indire& procu- | 
ring them, partly by deſpiſing the | 
author of them , by muſterirg up? 
Gods owne pifts 8g2inft him in ri- # 
ot, ſuxurie, pride, uncleancnefle, 7 
earthly mindeduefle, &c, hereby 
comes to pale that to the rrrolenne 
all things are nncleaxe becauſe their | 
mindes and couſcrences are acfiled,. 
{ Now the whole creation beivg* 


mane uſe, as Saint Petey intimates, | | 


F 


I never eat an) thing common or un-, 


cleane, it was therefore requiſite}! 


ome A. 


| ſome” Purification, before jt. was} 
| unto men allowed : Which was in- | 
deed legally done in'theCeremony, 


of the Ceremony by Chriſt, who! 


" hath 


> ——e——— 


he Vanity of the Creatrre, 


| as 
hath now unto us in their uſe, and 
will arlaft for chemſclyves in their 
} |! owae beeing, deliver the Creatures | 
 fromthat yanitie and maledicion, 
unto which by reaſon of the ſtane| 
of man they were ſubjeed, and 
| faſhionthemunto ehe glorious libere 
ty of tre Chilarey of God, make 
| chem fic palaces for the Saints to 
' inhadite, or confer upon them a 


glory which ſhall bee in the pro-| 


\ portion of their natures 2 ſnteable 


. a&yancement unto them,as the glo -| 
[ ry oft1e Children of God fhili bee! 
| intorbem, The blord of Chriſt! 
ve! [dothnotonely renew ans prific, 
2£,} | che Souſe and body of man, but: 
: | waſheth away the curſe and dirt; 
| | whichadhereth to every Creature | 
| |chat man uſeth 3 doth not ove! 
{ | clenſe and fanRtific his Church, bur 
! | reneweth all the Creatures;Behold, ' 


andif any man bee in Chriſt, not 
onely hee is a new Creature, but 
ſaith the Apoſtle, All things are 
become New. Thoſe men then who 

C 4 any 


y; Epheſ.g.26 


Gith hee, 1 make all chings New, | Revel-21.5) 


2. Cor. 5.7 
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| ThePanity ofthe Creainre. 


keepe themſclves our of Chrift, 
and are by conſequence underthe 
Curſe,as their perſons, ſo their poſ-- 
(cflions are fil under the Curſe, as: 


/mear like Swine roll'dup in dirt, 
thedirt of their owne finne, and 
[of Gods malediQtion. So then 


4 


the Creature is then ſanQiified, 


away by.Chriſt, | 
Now fecondly, let usſee How 


and the Word of Creation, wher- 
in God ſpake, and all chings were 
| madegood and ſerviceable to the 

aic of man.. For finne came after 
that Word, and defaced. as well 


! che Creature,as his Imagewhicb he |} 


[their conſciences, ſa their eſtates | 
are ſtill uncleane ; they eate their! 


when the curſe thereof is. waſhed 


| the Creatureit ſanfified by theWord : 
By Word weeare not to under i 


; the goodneſſe which God put. into | 
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' put into man,Bur by.word I under- | | 


| tand,firſtin general, Gods command 
; aud Bleſſing, which firengrheneth 
* the creature unto thoſe operations 
' for which they ſerve: in which ſenſe 
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| Þ 1 ay totheſickof thepalfic,cby ſorr| 


1 are forgiventhee, but alſo, ariſe & 
\| walbe, | 


ſe 
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| {| 8 ficneſſeby his*Spirit to iudge,8& 
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——_— 


our Saviour uſeth ir, Mar.4.4- and 


elſewhere, If ye call thoſe Goas wnto 


whom the wordof God came, that is, 


| | | who by Godsauthority and Com- 
© | || milſionarefitred forſu 
| || vicesof government under him, /ay 


rdinat ſer- 


| | yeof him whom the Father hath®ſan- 
Aified,chat is,to whom:the Ford of 
| the Father,8 his commiſſionor com- 
:| mandcame, to whom: the Father 
1] hath given authority by hisÞ Power 


*| ſive the world, Thow blaſphemeſt br 
cauſe I [aia, 1 am the Son of God? 2. 
þ| by that word Iunderſiad morepar. 

ticularly the fountain of that bleſſing, 
| wel the Apoftle cals in generall the 
1} word of truth, & more particularly, 
| The Goſpel of ſalvation,8 this word 
1 isa ſanQifying word; SanTifie rhe | 
J 2ythyeruth thyword 3s trath: cas it 
ſanCtifies us,ſo it ſanRifiesthe crea-- 
J cures too,- it is the: Fountaine vot | 
|} onely of ecernall, bur. of cemporall | 
] bleſſings:herfore Chriſt did not on 


4 


a Heb.s.s. 
loh 6.27. 
3 7440» 
AQ.4.27. 
loh,10.18 
bloh.5.2 2. 
27430, 


cEſa.tn. 
232 4+ 
lohi3.343 
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Eph. 1.13. 


lob.17.17- 
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Mar, 28.18: | 
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The Vanity of the Creature, 

walke,intimating, that Temporal! 
Bleſſings come along with the Goſ- 
pell, ithath the Promiſes as well of 
this life as that to come. 1 never 
ſaw the righteom forſaken, ſaiththe 
Prophet David , ({utcable to that 
of the Apoſile to the Hebrewes, 
Hee hath ſaid , I will never leave 
thee) nor foriake thee) nor their 


| 


| 


feed 
| never ſo wholly by God forſaken, 


begging their vread ; That is, 


if they were the feed of the righ- 
teous, mheritors of cheir fathers. 
hope and profei] on, . as to make a 
conſtant trade of begging their 
bread, and ſo to expoſe the pro- 
miſes of Chriſt, thatthey .which 


Fhall have all other things added 
to them, unto reproach and im- 


thus, 7 never ſaw the righteons for- 


LY 
, _- 
, 


though they begg'd their bread, 


ſeeke the kingdome of heaven | 


putation from wicked men, Or || 
ſaken,or their ſeed forſaken by God, ; 
but even in that extremitie God || 


was preſent with them, to ſanQi- || 
fle to their uſe, and to give them |? 
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| ThePamityofthe Creature, . 
| | a comfortable enjoymentofthat ve-| 
| | ry bread, which the exigency of| 
| | rheir preſent condition had con. | 
” | firained themto begge. Thus wee 
7 | ſceingenerall, That zhe Bleſſing 
| |or Command of Ged, and the: 
" |Fountaine of that Bleſſing , the! 
* | Goſpellof ſalvation, do ſanRifie the | 
2 ! Creature. T | 
{| Buryerneither by the Blefling|y 18. | 
nor the Goſpll is the Creature ef- | | 
* | 7 | feQtually ſanRified unto us, till it} 
|} bee by us apprehended with the 
' . Word and Promiſe, and this is 
: ; done by Faith; for the Word,ſaith 
* [the Apoſlle, profited nor thoſc 
* ithat heard it, becauſe it was wo! 
” | mingled or temper'd with Faith, 
; For Faith hath this ſingular opera. | 
* {tion, to 2 particularize and fivgle|a gue 4 
out God and his Promiſes unto a[iS:morcing, | 
mans _ Fo my = Creatare|in ,_ __ 
is ſantlifiedby the Word, and Blef.| 
| fing beleeved and embraced, wher. _ | 
by wee come to have a neerer right 
and peculiarity in the Creatures! 
which wee enjoy : for beeing by! 
Faith| 
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i The Vanity of the (3 Feature, | 


Sr— 


onewith him (which is that noole: 
effec of faith to incorporate Chriſt 
'and a Chriſtian cogether)wee ther- 
by ſhare with him in the inheri- 
| tance, not onelyof Ecternalllife, bur 
even of the common Creatures:fel- 
low heires we are and copartners 
with him ; therefore in as much as 
God hath appointed him to bee 


 fFApoſite, and you are Chrifts, ard. 


L3. 


| cheir poſſeſſion. And if it be here 
| demanded how this can be true, 
ii fince wee finde the Saints of God 
j often ingreat want,. and it would 

doubtlefle bee finne in chem to 1- 
| ſurpe- another-mans goods upon 
p:elumprion of that promiſe that 


Faith united unto Chriſt and made- ; 


{Heb.1.2. | heire of all things, as the Apoſile| | 
ſpeakes,. weehkewile, in the ver-j 
rue ofour felowſhipwith him,muſt 

| -12Þ. 7-34 in a ſubordinate ſenſe be Heiresof 


|Row.3.32. { Chriltis Gods, Fidelibu 8 11s mun- | | 
Aug PRES Ins divitiarameſt,The Saints, faith 
Saint Azſt5,have all the world for | 


— 


- 


| Chriſt is theirs, and with-him all 


— —_— 
—_— __ a Acts... % —_ 


things : | 


' 
' 
' 
J 4 


16 986 TRY 1 


PE De 4 I ed AE SI 


ARISE 094 
REES ee TO 
Sr OE PTY 1 RO YN IBS REI ORG. 


) i 


* 
EI 
' 
in 


1 
4 
| | 
4 
« 


j | The Vanity of the Creature. 


—_— 


things: to this I anſwer, firtt in gene- 
rall; As Chriſt though he were the 
Heire of all things, yer for our fakes 
became poore, that wee by his po- 
vertie might be made rich : ſo God 
oftentimes pleaſcth ro. make the 
faithfull partake. not, onely in the 


priviledges, but in the poyertie of | 


Chriſt, that even-by that meanes 
they may bee rich in faith and de- 
pendance upon God, as S. /ames 
ſpake, Having nothing, and yet po(- 


ſeſſong All things, 2.All is ours in re- |, 
gardof Chriſtian liberty, though | 


our hands are bound fromthe poſ- 
ſeſſion, yet our conſciences are not 
bound from the uſe of any. Third» 
ly,chough the faichfull have not in 


|| therightoftheir inheriticeany mo- | 
| nopoly or ingroſſementof the crea. 
| tures tothemſclves, yerſitil they have |. 


& (hall havethe ſervice of them all, 


|| Thatis thus:if it were poſſible fora» 
{|-ny member of Chriſt to ſtand abſo- 
f] lucely inneed of the.uſe & ſerviceof 
{] the whole creation, all the creatures 
| | i1the world ſhould ſurely waitur 6 | 
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and bee appropriated unto him, 
| The Moone ſhould Rand Qill, the 
; Sanne goe backe, the Lions ſhould 
' ſtop theirmouths, the fire ſhould 
give over burning, the Ravens 


ſhould bring him meat, the Hea- | ; 


' yens ſhould raine downe bread, 
' water, all the Creatures ſhould 
muſter up themſelyes to defend 


the Body of Chrif, But though | | 
| NO ſuch abſolute neceffity ſhall e- | ! 
; yer bee, yer ordinarily wee muſt | | 


tearne to beleeye, That thoſe things 


. which God allows us are beſt ſure. | | 


. the Rockes ſhould guſhour with | | 


q 
h 


| 


' able roour particular eſtate, God || 


knowing us better than wee doe 


our ſelyes :thatas lefle would hap- || 
ly make us repine, ſo more would |! 


.- 


make usfull, and life up our hearrs |: 
againſt God, and fer them on the || 
world; ſothat All is ours, not|| 
| abſolutely , bur | 
ſerviceably according to the ex1- |! 
gence of our condition, to the pro- || 


} 


ſubordinately, ; 


j 


portion of our faith and furtherance |} 
of our falyation, | 


w_ 


The 
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| Thethicd particular inquired in- | 4 19. 
| |to was, How wee doe by Prayer | 
* | ſanfifie the Creature to onr ſelves? | 
> | Thisis done in theſe three courſes : | 
T. Inprocuring them. We ought 
not toſetabout any of our law- | 
full and juſt callings without a par-. 
ticular addreſſing our ' ſelyes unto | 

| | God in Prayer, This was the pra- 
| | Rice of good Eleazar Abrabams | | 
ſcryant, when hee was employed |- 
in finding out a wife for his ma- 
| | | ers ſonne, * O Lord God of my ma- 
|| | fer Abrabam, Ipray thee fend me 
| | geod ſpeed this day ; and this alſo 
was the praQtice of good IVehe- | 
wiab in the diftrefles of his peo- 
ple, * 7 prayed unto the God of Heas- | 
ven, and then [ (pake unto the king, 
! | And ſurely thevery heathen them. | 
ſelves ſhall in this point riſe up in 
judgement againſt many prophane 
Chriftians, who looke oftner up- 
ontheir gold than upontheir God, | 
as Salvianſpeakes, Wee reade of- 
ten in their writings, that in any 


generall | 


"7 64 
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The Vanity of the Creature, E | 


generall Calamitierhey didioynely'| || © 
implore the peace and-favour of F 
7 
® 


their idolatrous gods; that in-any:' 
b matter of conſequence they made: 
their eatrie upon it by Prayer,com- 
mending the ſuccefle thereofto the. 
power and providence of thoſe Dei-- 
ties which: they beleeved. .Inſo--| | q 
much that wee reade of < Pub.Sci- | | | 
pio a great Romane, that hee-ever | ||| 
went tothe Capitoll before tothe | ||, 
Senate, and began all the buſineſ- | | 


ſes of the common-wealth with | | ® 
Prayer. How much . more :then } | - 
ought weeto doe it, who haye not.| | R 
onely the Law and diftate of Na- | ||| 
twre to guid us, who havenor deafe.| | | p 
and impotent idols to dire& our-| || r 


Prayers ro,as their gods were; but | * 
have firſt 5 The Law of Chriſt re- ; re 


- Ang.Ca. 35 


5.17. Bhil.q 


& 
pt | 


.vide Briſſo.de Form. lib.1,pag. 43 E1Coquebcommen-| | 4 
aria in Aug. Ae Civit.Nei.lib.z,cap.$,1um. 2. | 
c Livius lib. 26.4.Gel.noGt.Artic.L7.c.1. Cuſus ab Ado-| || 4 
leſcentia vite deſcribitur Diis dedita,templſque nutrite. | |: 
Aug.de Civit.Dei.l.3:60p.21- 4Eph.6.18; 1yTheli-| FIN 


quiring it ; 4 Prey. Alwaics. - Pray. 


6. = ; 


. withont | 


—_—_ 


| 


without ceaſing." In every thing by 


3 
| Prayer, as * Tertzliancalsit, The 
1 Lord; Prayer, as a Rule and Di- 
#| retoric by him framed to infirut 
us how to Pray, and to bound and 
{| confine our extrayagant and yaſt 
{| defires; Who laſtly. have alſo the 


U 


4 


Lo — 
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Prayer and- Snpplication with 
Thankeſgiving, let your requeſts bee 


wade knowne to God, . Who have | 


ſecondly, the Example of Chrift 
to enforce it, for not onely *Mor- 
ning and Þ Evening:was it his © Cu» 


| ome to Pray ; but upon every 0+ 


cher ſolemne occaſion, As for ex> 


; —_— before his 4 Preachivg, 
befo 


re his © Eating, beforethe f E- 


|| leftion of his Diſciples, before his 
{| 5Transfiguration in the mount,Þbe- 
[fore and iin his Paſſion : who have | 
{| chirdly from. Chriſt. That Legirs- 


mate, Ovamnzry, Fandamental 


Altar of Chrift to receive, the In-' 
cenſe of Chriſt to perfume , the : 
| || NameandInterceſſion of Chriſt to 
{preſent our Prayers unto God: by, | 
_ {| who have Chritt ſanQifying, an 


_ b 


| 35-38. 


? 


| 


d,' 
as | 


.e Marke 63 
4r. 
fLuk.6.12] 


2Mar.1.3 | 
b Mar.14. 
Io 

c Luk.22-.-- 


39- | 
d Mark; 1 © © 


13. __ 
g Luk.g.28} 


& nth, | 
f 
| 


26.36, 

Joh.r7.1. 

i Heb.5.7-: 

k Tertul, d8 

grds £.9, | 
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Rev.S8. 3.4- 

| | Exod.zS. 
z8, 

| Roms. 34, 


| our experpriles 4 wih Prayer unto 


Frm jaſtly hee might blaſt all ouriÞ}. 
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as I may fo ſpeake, Praying our | 
prayers unto his Father for us; as | 
wee reade ofthe Angell of the _ | 
yenant, who had « golden Cenſer ||| 
and much mcen/e, to offcr up the || 
Prayersof the Saints, which was | 
nothing elſe but the mediation of | 
Chriſt bearing che iniquitie of onur | 
boly thingr, as Aaron was appoin- || | | 


| 


cedro doe ; nothing but his inter- || | 


ceſſion forus ar the right hand of | 
biz Pacher, Ifay, bow much mare 2 


|reafo7 have wee, than ary Gen- |} 


tile could haye , to confecrate #3} 
55a FM Hao; TI ITEITTCY S 


buſineſſes, and make us labour in E 
che fice; that unleſſe hee keep the ; 
City, the watchman watcheth but} 
in vaine; thac unlefle hee build the | 
houſe, theirlabourcis in vaine that 
build it ; that unlefſe hee givethe | 
increaſe, the planting of Part, and || 
the watering of Apolio are bur emp- | 
tie breati ; that it is onely his bleſ- ;| 


ſing on the diligent hand which || 
| | 'wakechlſ 


m— 
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| naaketh rich without: any ſorrow ; 
2« © | thatunlefle hee bee pleated to fa- 
0. || | vour our attempts, neither the 
ex ||| | plotting of our heads,nor the {o- 
he || | licitouſnefle of our hearts, nor the | 
as | | drudgerie of cur hands, nor the 
of || | whole concurrence of our created 
4r || | Arcogth, nor any other afſiſtances 
* | | which wee can procure, will bee | | 
r= ||| { able ro bring to paſſe the other= | | 
off | wiſe moſt obvious and feattble Es | 
re © + vents: andtherefore toimplore his | 
* DireRios in all our Countels, kis! 
i; 'Þ | concurrerce with allour Adions,\ 
o || | his bleſſing onall ourundertakings, ! 
ze 'Þ | and his plory as the fole end of: 
ar j; allthat wee are to doe. For by: 
in{Þ | thismeanes wee doe firſt acknow. 
ie} | ledgeour .dependencie on God as; 
at! | the firſt cauſe, and give him the: 


yu”, 


as 


ze ||| | glory of his ſover2igne Power and i 3 
18 Dominton over all ſecond agents, | 
e ||} | in acknowledging that without 


di} | him wee candoe nothing, and the | 2 2.Chron. 

;. || | * power of God is the ground of _ 

| | prayer, Secondly, by this meanes| *- 

wee put God in minde of his pro-| wanth.s.2, 
m1/es, | Elay 43.26| 


4 
— 2 —— 
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miſer,and ſo acknowiedge not our 
dependance on his power only, brt 
on his Truth and goodnefle too: & 
the promiſes and truth of God are 
| the foundation of: all our prayers. 
Dan,s.r. | That which incouraged Daniel to 
2.3 ſet his face to ſeeke unto God: in 

| prayer for the reſtitution of liberty 
| our of Babylon, was Gods, promiſe 
and truth reyealed by Teremy the || 
| Propher,that he would accomplith ||| 
| but 70. yearesinthe defolation of 
Jerulalem, That which jocouraged |} | 
2. Chron, | 7ehoſapbar. to ſecke unto God a- 
30.9. gainft the multicude ot Moabites 
7 | which came up againſt him, was 
his promiſe that he would heare & [|| 

 helpe theſe that did pray towards ||| 
his houſe in their zMiRion, Thar || 
which-incouraged. David to pray |||} 
unto God. for the ability of his ||| 
4 | houſe, was the covenant and:truth ||| 
'2.52.7.27 of God, Thox- haſt revealed-to thy ||| 
| 28,29. | ſervant, Jajing,I will build thee au |||\ 

| houſe therforehath thy ſervant found 


in bis beartto pray this prayer unto ||. 


thee, Andnow,O Lord, thou art that ||| 
| Ged, |} : 


—— A_——__— <——_ 
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God,thatis,the ſameGodin thy fi 
delity & mercy,as then thou wert, 
| end chy words be true, and-thon baſ 
[promiſed this goodneſſe to thy ſervant 
therefare let it pleaſe thee tobleſſethe 
houſe of thy ſervant, &c, Excellent 


ry often and-earneſily prayed unto 
God for her ſon when hee was an 


i Hereticke, Chirographa twa ingere- 


bat tibs,Lord,ſaith he,ſheurg*d thee 


|| with thine owne handwritiog, ſhee | 
challeogedin an humble and feare- 


full confidence the performance of 
thine owne obligations. "Thirdly 
andlaftly,by this meanes wee he- 


' | ften the performance of Gods decreed 
|| 91ercres ; wee retardare, yeaquite 
!; binder his almoſt purpoſed and de- 


| creed Judgements;The Lord had re- 
| ſolved to reſtore Iſrael totheirwon- 


= 8 
© | 


| ted peace and honor, yer for al theſe 


\ things will I be inquired unto by the 


| houſe of Ifrael to do it for the ſaithhe 
| | in thePropher.TheLordhadthreat- 


[ 


{ 


to this purpoſe is that which S, Au 
ſlinoblervesofhis mother,who ve- ,* 


! | neddeſtruRio againſt Iſracl{for their | Pla). 10s, 


r 


I! 
4 
41 


4 
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Ezek.36, R 
37. 


Idolatry, | | 


[ 70. | 
|try, had net Moſes ftood before 


| Tertul, 4 
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tuft, Mart. 
Apolog. 
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11 in the breach to tmrne away hig 
wrarb, as the Plalmitt fpeakes, 
And wee reade of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, thattheir prayerspro- 
cured raine from heaven , when 
the Armies of the Emperours weie 
cyen fariſhed for want of water, 
ard that their yery perſecutorshaye 
bego'd their prayers. | 
Secondly , as by 
Creature is ſanRiified in- the pro | 
curement (for no man hath reaſon : 
tobelceve that there is any bleſſing. 
intended unto him by God in any ' 
of the good things which doe not. 
come in unto him by Prayer) ſoin : 
che next place the Creature is by 
Prayer ſantlified in the fruition 
thereof; becauſe, to enjoy the par. 
tionallotted us, and to rejoyce in 
our labour, is the gift of God, as 
Salomon ſpeakes. The Creature of 
it ſclie is not onely Dead,and ther- | 
fore unableto minilter hte by ir ſelfe 
alone, but, which is. worſe, by the 
meanes of mans finne, it is Deadly | 


PS too, | 


Prayer the | - 


*+ 
K 


oy RX" aw == ad 


Lon. 
ti 
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f 


| rective of GodsGrace, Pleaſure i is 
|| athiog in ir ſelfe lawfull ; bur cor- 
*/ruptionof nature is apt to make a _ | 
{| man a lover of pleaſure, more than | *.Tiw-3-4-; 
þ\alover of God,-and then is that ; 
| mans pleaſure made unto him the | 
{| Mecropolis of miſchiefe,as Clemens | 
| Alexanarinas ſpeakes. A good | Eccl.7.1. | 
.|{{ name is better than fweet oint- | Provea2e 1 


4 much riches; bur corruption is apt | 
) tO put a flic of yainc-glory and 
y ſelte-affeRation into this o1otmeor, 


J/on his owne credit, and with the | 


- EPR 7 > HS 
*4/ pv 


| 1bel/anuy of the ( Feature. | | =}. 


oY 


[[roo, and therefore ape to poiſon 
the receivers of it, withourtthe cor. 


Z ment. and more to be deſired than 


2|tomake a man fooliſhly feed wp- | 


Phariſiesto doe all for a lauſe, and | 

{|preferre the praiſe of — before NE by 7 

Ltheglory of God : and then cur | 12.43. |} 

| ſFiveet oyntment is degenerated in- 

| toacurle; Woe bee Nik Jon, when | Luk. 6.26. | 
7 ll men ſhall [peake well of you, Ri- | | 
1 ches of themſelves are the good | | 
"| gifts and bleſſings of God, as Salo- | 

| mon ſaith, The bleſſing of the Lord | 
maketh rich, but corruption is apt | 


I ro > 


—  ——_T__lp»_l 


_———— 


1 7 


| AQ.7.22. 


- Col.2.4.3. 
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to breed by this meanes coyeroul-| | 


neſſe,pride, ſelfe-dependency, for- 
octfulnefle of God, {corne of the 


themſclues thorow with many ſor-. 


rowes. Learning init ſeife is anho- | 


corruption is apt to turne- learning 


i 


—— -— mt AAS Sno 


Goſpell, and the like ; and chen | : 
theſe earthly bleſſings are curned| 
into the.cutſe of the earth, .into; |: 
Thornes and Briers, as the Apoſile' | 
ſpeakes, They that wilberich, pierce: |; 


nourable and a noble endowment; i þ 
itisrecorded for the glory of Aſo- || 
{es, that he was learned in all the? 
wiſcdome of the Egyprians : but 


into leayen, to infeRthe heart with | ? 
pride, which being armed and |! 
ſeconded with wit- breakes forth || 
into perverſe diſputes, and corrupts |} 
the minde, Therefore Saint Paw! | 
| - —_— the —_— of his -_ | 
tr. Lucifer.) to beware left anyman/poile them (| 
cum prefer. þ,ongh philoſophy ; = begnile| 


 Eraſmi.vid. OE : 
JmL.v'9 chens with entifing words. And the || | 


um. Decret.) ancient Fathers counted the 2 Phi-; 7? 
| lofophersthe Seminaries of herefic., | 


f | 
[8 
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Antitrinicarians and Pelagians, and , c,, ge,. 


other antient Heretickes, who ouc 


nolds 02s, 


of the nicenefle of a quain: wit per= ferwith 


verted Gods truth co the patronage 
of their lyes; and co-paſle by che 
Schoolemen and Ieſuites of late a- 
ges, Who have made the way to 


| [heavena very labyrinthof crooked 


tubcilties,and haye weav'd Divini- 
tie into Cobwebs: we may have a- 
bundantly in thoſe Libertines and 
Cyrenians,who diſpuced with Sre- 
phen,and thoſe Stoicks that wrang- 
led with Saint Part about the re 
turreRtion,And now learning being 
chuscorrupted is not onely turned 
into wearineſle, bur into yery no» 
rorious:8&damnable folly, for think- 
ing themſelves wiſe, ſaxh the Apo- 
le chey became fooles andinear fol. 


| ly ſaaltbe made hnowne into all men, 


To ger wealth in an honeft and 
painefull Callrg is a grear ble{- 
ling : for the dil;gent hand maketh 
rich ; but corruption is apt to per- 
[wadeunto cozenage, -ying, equi- 


{ | vocation, falſe weights, ingroſle- 
ments, 
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v 
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| 
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of crueltic andinjuſtice, and by this 
meanes our lawfull callings are tur- 

ned into abhominations, myſe- 

ries of iniquity, and & purſuit of 
death. Every Creature of God is 
goodin it ſelfe, and allowed both 
for neceſſity and delight ; but Cor- 
ruption isapt toabuſe the creatures 
toluxurie-andexcefle, to drunken- 
neſſe, glutrony and inordinart luſts, 
and by this meanesa mans table 5s 
twrnedintoa ſnare, as the Plalmiſt 
ſpeakes. Now then, fince ail the 
world is thus beſpread with ginnes, 
it mainely/ concernes us alwayesto 
pray,that wee may uſe the world 
asnotabufing it,.that we may en- 
joy the Creatures with ſuch wiſe- 
dom,temperance,ſfobriety, heayen- 


ſo many aſcentsto raiſe us neerer 


his love, and of our duty, And 


ly affeQtions,as may make them as | 


unto God, as ſomany glaſſes in|" 
which to contemplate rhe wiſe- | | 
dome, providence, and care of God | | 
ro men, as ſo wany witneſſes of ||: 


- thus; 
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 chus doth prayer {anRifie the crea- 
ture in theuſe of its £ 
Laſtly;and in one word, Prayer 
ſanQikesthe- Creatures in the res 
| | view-andrecognition-of them,and 
! | Gods mercicin them, with thank 
| | givingand thoughts of prayſe, as| 
lacob,Gen.3 2.9,10.and David, 2, 
Sam,7-18. 21, looked upon God 
in the bleſſings with which hee 
| had bleſſed them, And now ſince 
| | Prayerdoth thusſanRifie the crea- 
* | tures unto us, wee ſhould make 
friends of the unrighteous Mam- 
| mon, that we may by that means 
| get the prayersof the poore Saints 
} | upon us and our eftare, that the 
= | eye which ſeeth us may blefle vs, 
- | and theeore thar heareth us may 
give witnefle to us; that the loynes 
and the mouthes, .che backes and 
the bellies of the poore and father. 
lefle may be as ſo many rea!l ſuppli- 
cations unto God for us, | 
The third aid laſt direRion 

| | which Iſhall give youto finde life 
WF [inthe Creature,ſhall bee to looke 
4-1 nn. 
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| 


we 


REI 


on it, andloveirin its right order, 
with ſubordinationto-God and his 
| | for God , as the beame which con. 
| veyes the, irfluences of life from 
| him; as his inſtrument, moved and 
moderated by him to thoſe ends 
for which it ſerves ; to love it as 
the Cilterne, not as the Fountaine 
of life; ro make Chriſt the foun- 
dation, and all other things bur 
as acceſſions unto him, Otherwiſe 
if wee love itcirher alone, or above 


Intofun- 
damentum 


Chriſtus,cuj providence keepe our breath a 
.ceterapre- while in our noftrils, and fatten us 


oonur- againſtthe laftday, yetimpoſſible 


Aug.de Cov. 


*%. 2 icts,thar it ſhould ever miniſter the 


| danceof things which a man poſſeſ- 
|ſeth, as our Saviour ſpeakes, Life 


| ward, the inferiour detives it not 


ES on the ſuperiour ; therefore by pla- 


ang the Creature in our eftimarion 


| above Chriſt, wee deny unto it avy: 


þ irfluenc E 


promiſes ; to loveir after God, and| 


2z-neſs Chriſt, however it mzy by Gods| 


£26, .trucand folid comforts of life unto | | 
| Luker 2.25 Us, which confifteth not in the abuns 


4 [goes not upward, but downe-| 


—_— OD : —_ b. * a —_wwc@@W__z_____ 


=_ — 


2 ky Suns 20, 205. 


'* * = Lge . _ 
. ger” —_——_ OY" TORE 

- ” oye APIS S — we WS. "IC, I bes bj 2D 
UTE Az Fs OATS hrs Rot A E's EDI PART ICH: IR c 


. : 
PRETTY” _ p alpde., o wt 2b 
* 1 hy - 2 ou E 4 1 
RECAST SE ne Pe Ir EISNER 
——_———— 


[. rY 


_——_——— a... 


Mn The Vanity of the Creature, 


influence of livelyhood from him, 
whom yecin words wee profefle ro 
bee the fountaine of life, But men 
will objcR and ſay; This is a need- 
lefle caution not to preferre the 
Creature before the Creator, as if 
any man were ſo impious and ab. 
ſfurd. Surely Saint Paxlccils us, thar 
men without faith are impious ana 
abſurd men, who doe in their af- 
fc ions and praftices as undovb- 
redly undervalue Chrift,as the Ga- 
darens that preferred their ſwine 


when for a meſle of pattage he ſold 
away his birth- right, which was a 


elſe did che people in the wilder- 
neſſe, who deſpiſed the holy Land, 
which wasthe type ofChriſisking- 
dome, andin their hearts turned 
backe to Egypt? Whatels did choſe 
wicked Ifraclites , who polluced 
the Table of the Lord, and made 
his Alcar contemptible, which was 


| a rypeof Chrift> Whatelſe did /#- 


! derand the Iewes, who fold and 
| ___D 3 bought 


&. 


before him. What elſe did E/an, | 


priviledge thatled co Chriſt? What | 


| 


| Malt. 7. | 


2.Theſ.3.z 
Multizun 

a Chrijts w- 
nate, ſed 
a ſults com- 


modss 110- 
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boughe the Lord'of glory, for the 
price ofa beaſt? What elſe do daj- 
ly-choſemen; who'make Religion 
 ſerye turnes, and'godlineſſe wait 


upon-gaine ? who creepe intohou- 
ſes with a forme of pietie, to ſeduce 


feathers to make themſelves a neft? 
The Apoſtles rule is generall, that 
ſenſuall and earthly minded men are 
all the enemies of the Croſſe of Chriff 
Phil. 3.18.19. } 


betweene the ſaule of Man and the 


unſtable ſoules;and plucke off their | 


Creature arifing from the warit 


ture a provident Creature, apt to 


that diſpoſition ſhould reach be- 


rainely there is no man who: hath 


an not his conſcience quite vita- 


i 


red, 


The third and laſtdiſproportion: 


Fi | 
thereof, is-in regard of duration | | 
and continuance » Man is byna-| | 


7 
SL 
4 
94 
% 


lay up for the time to come, and | | 


yondthe forecaſt of the Foole in ; 
| the Goſpell for many yeares, even; | 
for imamorralitic it ſelte, For: cer- | | 


buc the generall notions of corrup- | Þ 
cedreaſon alive within him, _who| |; . 
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ed, and his minde putrified with 
noyſome luſts, who is not wrapped 
up inthe mudofthicke ignorance, 
and palpable Qlupiditie, but muſt 
of neceſficie have oftentimes the | 
immediate repreſentations of im-. 
mortality befoxe his eyes. Let him 
never ſo much {mother and ſup- 
preſſe the truth, let him with all the 
Art heecan diyerthis conceits,and. 
-intargle his thoughtsin ſecular cares | 
let him ſhut his eye lids as cloſe as.) 
his naile is to his fleſh, yet.the flaſh-. 
1.exof immortalityare of ſo penetra- 
| tive and ſcarching a nature, that | 

they will undoubtedly get through: 
all the obſtacles, which a mind nor. 
wholly overdawb'd with woridli- 
nefle & ignorance can put between, 
Therefore the Apoſtle uſcth that 
fora ſtrong argument, why rich 
men ſhould nor cruſt in uncertain. 
riches,burt inthe living God, and. 
ſhould bee rich in good workes, 
That ſo, ſaith hee, they may lay np 
| in ſtore a good fonndatian againfithe 
time 10 come, that they, thay lay held 


Ws D4 - On 


| 


lam.5. 3. 


y 
bn vers. 18 
| lam,s. 3, 


| 


Amos.3 10 


| laſt day. Bur by truftiog God, and 
|Prov.8.18 


| [toconceite a kinde of Redfaſtneſſe 
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ou eternal life, x Tim. 6.17, 19. 
Wicked mea indeedlay vp in tore, 
buc it is not riches, &#rwrath, even | 
enolence and oppreſſion againth the 


' doing good,a man layes up dwrable 
Riches, as the wiſe Man ſpeakes; 
in which refpeQ he preſently 2ddes, 
That the frmit of wiſcdome #5 berter | 
than Gold. For though Gold bee | 
of all metals the moſt folid, and; 
therefore leaſt ſubjeR ro decay, yet 
itis not immortall ard durable rij- 
ches; forthe Apollletelles us, that 
Stlver and Gold are Corraprible | 


things, andchat there is ar#ft and | 
canker which cateth upthe Gold 
and Silver of wicked men, I con- 
feſſe the hearts of many men are ſo | 
glewed unto the world, eſpecially 
when they finde all things ſucceed 
profperouſly with theE,that they are 

apt enough to ſet up their reſt, and 


in the things they poſleſſe. Becanſe 


1 Plal.5 5.19 


| phet David, therefore they feare not 


they have no changer, ſaith the Pro- | 


Go 


{1 


[ 
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God : Bur yer I ſay, where the Lord 
doth not wholly give a man over 
j-to heape up treaſures untothe laſt 
day, to bee eaten up with the can- 
ker of his owne wealth, the ſoule 
| muſt of neceſſity ſometime or other 


theſe : Whar ailes my fooliſh heart 


torobbe mine cies of their beloyed 
ſleepe for ſuch things, as to the 
which the time will come when I 
muſt bid' an eyerlaſting farewell ? 
Am1norta poore mortall Creature, 
. brother ro the Wormes, ſiſter to 
the Duſt? Doe I not carry about 
with me a ſoule full of corruprions, 
a Skinne full of Diſcaſcs? Is not my 
| breath in my noſirils, where there 


q | and poſſibility never to come in 
my bones of iron, chat 1 ſhould 
rerruption to enjoy theſe carthly 


| notthecrcarures therſclves ſubje& 
Ds = 


! Ju 


happenupon ſuch ſad thoughts as | 


thus toeate upir ſelfe with care,and | 


is roome enough for it to goe out, | 


things? Or if they were, yet aro| 


againe ? 1s my fleſh of braſſe, or | 


thinke ro hold ove, and without in« | 


PERS 


— ._— he —— 


32 
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| BY he anity of the (Feature. | 


la Worme in my talleſt Cedars, a 


| bee ſet on fire, and the Elements| 
3 


| divide the world ; Heaven, into | 
- which nothing can bee admitted |. # 


; OCOTUpe it, and Hell, into which 


bagge, co-worke in the fire wherc ? 


ro period and morrtalitie ? is there 
not a moth in my richeſt garments, 


Canker andruſt in my firme'i Gold 
to corrupt and eat it out ? Or if| | 
not, wil there not comea day,when| | 
the whole frame of Nature ſhall 


themſelves ſhall melt with heat, | | 
when that univerſall flame ſhall{ |; 
deyoure allthe bagges, and lands| | 
and offices,and honours, and trea- | |: 


'men? When Heaven and Hell ſhall | | 


| which is capableof Mothor ruſt | | 


[if any ſuch things could come, they | | 
' would undoubtedly inone inſtance |. | 
| bee {wallowed up inthoſe violent | | 

and unextioguifhable flames. And | | 
ſhall I bee ſo fooliſhas to putmy | | 
felicicie in that which will faile me, | !; 
: when IChall Nand ingreateſtneed, | ' 
to heape vp treaſures intoa broken | |; 


; all 


ſures, and flore-houſes of worldly | | 
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things hee enjoyes, muſt of neceſ- 


:cannot but ake and tremble, but be 


- terations, there was an enmitie and | 


. Inge 
| | -Secondly, this hath been exoce- 


all muſt periſh P Certainly the ſoule | 


of a meere worldly man, who can- 
not finde God or Chriſt in the 


fitie bee ſo farre from reaping ſolid 
or conſtant comfort from any of 
theſe periſhable Creatures, thac ir 


wholly ſurpriſed with diſmal pa{- 
fions, with horrid preapprehenſions 
of its owne wofull eſtate, upon the 
evidence of the Creatures morta- 
litie, and the unayoideable flaſhes 
and conyiRion of its own everlaſt- 
ingneſſe, 

Now if wee conſider the yari- 
ons rootes of this corruption inthe 
Creature, it will then further ap- 


peare unto us, that they are not on- | 


ly mortall, but even momentarie 
and vaniſhing : 

Firſt,by the Law of their Crea- 
tion they were made ſubject to al- 


relutancy in their enrireft bes | 


d 24s 


dingly 


| 
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dingly improved by the finne of. 
|man, Whoſe evill, being the Lord| 
of alt Creatures, muſt needs re-| 
dound to the miſery and mortali-| 


tie of all his retinue.. For it waz in 
che greater World, as inthe admi 
nitration of a privat family;che po- 
yertie of the Mafter is felt in the 


narurall body ſome parts may bee 


diſtempered and ill-2affeQed alone, 


others not without contagion on 


| the reſt 3 a man may hayea dimme | 
| eye, or a witheredarme,or a lame 
foor, or an impedite rongne with- || 
| out any danger to the parts adioy- | 
| ning ; but a lechargic in the head, | 
or anobſtruionin the liver, ora |; | 


| dyſpepfic and indiſpoſition in the | 


ſomacke diffuſeth univerſall malig- 


bowelsof all therefi, his ftainand| 
diſhonour runnes into allthe mem-} | 
bersof that ſocietie, Asit isin the | 1 


nity through the body, becauſe | 
theſe arc loyeraigne andarchiteRo. | 
nicall'parts of man: ſo likewiſe is ir | | 
in the great and vaſt body of * the | | 


- -— Iu. 


| Creation, However other Crea-| | 
tures' ? 
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| tures might have kept their evill, if 
any had been inthem, within their 
owne bounds, yetthat evill which 
man, the Lord and head of for 
whole brought into the world, was 
a ſpreading and infeRious evill, 
| which conyeyed poyſon into the 
whole frame of Nature, andplan- 
ted the feed ofthat univerſal difſo. 
lution which ſhall one day deface 
with darkenefle and horrour the 
beautie of that glorious frame 
which we now admire, Itis fayd, 
that when Coreh, Dathan and 4- 
biram had provoked the Lord by 
— againſt his ſervants 


uponthem, the earth opened'her 
mouth and ſwallowed not onely 
then up, but «/{the houſes and men 
and goods that appertainedio them. 
Now inlike maner the heavenand 


'the Lord gave him the free uſe of 


whea therefore man kad com- 
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ro.infli char fearefull deftruion | 


earth and all inferiour Creatures. | 
did art firſt appertaine to Adam: | 


them, and dominion over them: | 


mired, 


Numb.16. 


3d. 
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God himſelfe, no marvell if the 
wrath of God did together with 
the goods that belonged unto him, 
bringing in that confuſion and diſ- 
order which we even now ſee doth 


ments of nature, doth unjoynt the 
confederacies and focicties of the 
dumbe Creatures, and turneth the 


Armies of the Almightie into mus 


{ Ff Rom.8;21, 


| 


tinies and commorion,which in.one 
word: hath fo faſt manacled the 
world in the' bondage of corruption, 


as that it doth already groane and-| 
[Jnger with paine under the finne | 
of man and the curſe of God, and} 


2,Pcr,z.to. | 


|willat laſt breake forth intothat 
univerſal flame which will melt the: 
ESD was Elements of Natucc intotheir |' 
> | 2 primitive; 


__—_. 
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mitted that notorious rebellion 'a- 
oainft his maker, which was not | 
onely to aſpire like Carab and his 
aſſociates to the height and princi- 
palitie. of ſome fellow Creature, 
(but even tothe abſoluteneſſe,wiſe- 
{dame, powerand independency of 


breake aſunderthe bonds and liga- | 


him ſeaze upon bis houſe, and all | 


—_—_— — 4 


— -» 


— 
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primitive confuſion. Thus wee ſee 

elidesthe created limitednefſe of 
the Creature,by which it was utter- 
ly unſuteable to the immortall de- 
| iow of the ſoule of man, the ſinne 
of man hath implanted in them-a 


doth ſer forward their mortalitie,& 
by adding tothem confufion,comi- 
ty, diſproportion , ſedicion, inc= 
qualitie (all the ſeeds of corrupti- 
on) hath: made them, not onely 
as before they were, mortall, bur 
which addes one mortalitic to ano- 
ther, even momentary and vani.- 
ſhing too.Whenany Creature lo- 

ferh any of its native and- created 
_ { vigour, it is a manifeſt figne that 
there is ſome ſecret ſentence of 
death- gnawing upon it, The ex- 
cellency of the Heavens we know 
is their light, their beauty, their 
influences upon the lower World, 
and even theſc hath the ſin of man 


PR for ſinne in avy.terrible man_ 
| | nec. 


— — 


[ 


ſecret wormand rottennefſe which | 


defaced; Wee finde when the Lord |. 
pleaſeth to revealc his wrath againſt | ”- 
Rom.l8..| 


 Ariſtot, po» || 
bs l.5. caps | 
Is IO» | 
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. 
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| 


1 Eſa.13.10. 
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1.3.cap.8.& 


| cod.7.60 12. 


| | _B8 | 


locl.2, 30. 


Pſal.11.6. 

Pſal.18.12 
ler.q. 23. 

[ #8. 


Toſepb. de 
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| andthe day- of the Lord:is called 


'on Sodome, in a flaming ſwordo- 


whereof are fill fo great as thar 
wee our felyes, if wee looke up.. 


quench till it have fcorched and 
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_ 


ner, hee doth it from Heaven;There 
| ſhall bee wonders in the Heaven, 


bloud and fire, and pillars of ſmoke: [| 


f the Sunne ſhall be turned into dark- 
neſſe; and the Moone into blood; 


4 day of darkene (ſe and* eloomineſſh, 
and thicke darkeneſſe. How often 
"hath Gods heavie diſpleaſure decla- | 
 redit ſelfe from Heaven in the con- 
fuſjon of nature ? in formes and 


and darks waters ? In arrowes of 
lightning and coales of fire tinblack- 
weſſe andadarkenrſſe? In — 


yer Ieruſaltem, in that fearefull Star 
of fireto the Chriſtian World of. 
late yeres, which hath kindled thoſe 
wofult combuſtions , the flames 


on the merits and*provyocations of 
our ſinnes,may havercaſon to feare: 
that nor all the Sea b:tweene us 
and ourneighbours can beg able to| 


— ww 


| 


horrible rempeſts ? in thicke clouds, | 


 fioged] 


— 


hs. 
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| |finged us? Wee finde likewiſe by 

laine experietce how languide the 
ſeedes ot life, how taint the vigor 
either of heavenly influences,or of 
ſublunarie and interiour agents are 
growne, when thar life of men, 
which was wontto reach roolimoſt 
a thouſand yeares, isefteemed even 
a miraculousage, it ic bee exten» 
d-d but to the tenth: part of char 


che inferiour Creatures, which wee 
finde expreſlely curſed for the fine 


(the uſuall exprefſion of a curſe in 
Scripture.) If wee but open our 


ſce what paines Husbandmentake 
to keepe the earth from giving up 
the Ghoſt, in opening the veines 
| [thereof, in applying their Soyle 
' land Marle as ſo mary Pills or 
- |Salves, as ſo many Cordialls and 
| | preſeryaciyesto keep italive,in lay- 
[ing ita ſleepe, asic were, when iz 
lycth fallow every ſecondor third} 


du- ation. Wee nzed nor examine| 
' of man with Thornes and Briers 


eyes and looke 8boucis, we (hall | 


may | 


yeare, that by any meanes they | 


_ » 
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may preſerve in ic that life, which 
they ſee plainely approching to its 
laſt gaſpe. : 

Thus you ſec how beſides the o- 
riginall limitednefle of the Crea. 


|rure, there is in a ſecond place a. 


Moth or Canker by the infeRion 


| of fione begotten in them, which; 


haſtens their mortalitie, God or- 
derivg.the ſecond cauſesſo- among 


| rhemlelyes , that chey - exerciſing,| | } 
enmitie one againſt another, may.| | | 
puniſh. che finne. of man in-their | | 


contentions , as the Lord ſtirred | 
up the, Babylonians againſt the E- 
gyptiansto puriſhthe ſinnes, of his 


| owne pepple.. And therefore wee-| | 
| fiade, thatthe times of the Goſpel, | 


when holineſſe was to bee. more us» 


| niverſall, are expreſſed; by ſuch fie 


gures .as reſtore perfeion and 
peaceto the Creatures. Theearth 
ſhall be fat and. plenteans,, there 
ſhall bee upon every bigh bill Rivers 


| and Streames of water, the light of 


the Moone [pal be as ehe hight of the 


Sunne, and the light: of the Stunne 
| ſeaven- 


non of Booth at-+ dew = 'T 


( The Vamity of the- Creature, 


ſcaven-fold, as the light of [euen 
dajes.. And againe, the Wolfe ſoall 


dwell withthe Lambe, and the -Les- 


pard ſhall lee downe with the kid,and 


ftood, have yer mee thinkes thus 
much of the letter in them, to aſ- 
ſure that whatever blemiſh ſince 
the Creation: any of thoſe glorious 
heavenly bodiesare cither inthem- 
ſelves, or by interpoſicion of fog- 


yer enmities and deſtruRtive qua- 
liciesenrage one beaſt againſtano- 


| | ther, they areallof themthe con- | 
ſequents of that finne, which no- J 
thing-can remove but the Goſpel of 


Chriſt. And this is that univerſall 
contagion which runneth rchrough: 


into the bowels of cvery Crea- 
ture, : ; 

© Butyerfurther, in a third place, 
thereis a particular ground of this 
mortality to niany men, namely 


"the 


4 Calfe, and a young Lion,and a fat; | 
© | ling together, &c. Which places; 
| | chough figuratively to: bee under. 


| gy vyapours ſubjeR'umo, whates- | 


the whole frame of Nature, 


Efa.x7; 6.7 
Ioel 3-L 8; | 
Amos 9. i; 

= 


| 
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the Particular cnrſe upon enact place 
or cceature which men enjoy. For 
a5Tpieceof Oke befides the natu- 
raltcorrupriblenefſ: of ir, as it is a 
body compounded of contrary 
principles, whereby ic would of 


it ſelfe at laſt returne to its duſt a« | 


gaine, may further haye a worme 
like [onah his G-u d eacing out the 
hearc of ir, and by chac meanes 
haſtening ics corruption : and yer 
farther b-fides thar 1nay be preſen- 
ly pur into the fice, which: will 


moke a more ſpeedy riddance than | | 
| eicher of che formerz$or as inthe 


body of a-man, beſides the general] 
co::fumption, which lingringly fee- 
dech upon the 'whole, cach parti- 
cular member may have a parcicu- 
lar diſeaſe which may ſeryc to ha- 
ten that corruption to it ſelfe, 
which che other threatens to the 
whole: ſo may it bee, and often 
is inthe Creatures of God ,- Be- 
fides cheir pvaturall finiteneſſe , 


and their generall bondage of cor- | | 
ruption , which by a hidden and | } 
inſenſible | | 
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 dily to haſten that decay, which, 


phraim asa Moth, and to the houſe 
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inſenſibie infiruation doth emaſcu- 
lace the vigour and firength of the | 
Creatures, there may bce a parti« 
cular Curſe, which may ſerve ſpet- 


without any ſuch concurrence, 
would have made haſte cnough to 
leave the poſleſſors ofthem in ever. 
laſting peruric. { will be wuineo E. 


of Inde, as rottenneſſe , ſaith the 
Lord. That is Gods firſt Inftru- 
meat of mortaliti-, wacre 'y he will 
certainely,though u.deed liogring- 
ly, conſume a thing, Bur now it 
for allthis when the Moth ſecretly | 
conſumes him, ſochar hee ſeeth his 
fickenefſe and feeleth his wound, 


hee wili.yert tiult in his owne coun: | 


ſels and confederacies , facrifice to 
his owne net, goe to Aﬀſyria or 
King areb for ſuccour,/ will then 
bee nnto Ephraim as 4 Lyon, in 2 
more {uoden and:ſ\witt defiruRion, 
As hee dealeth thus with men, fo 
with the things about them too, 
firlt hee pucs a Moth into them, 


| 


ſus ſexetin 
tedegene- | 
rar, ut 16- 
ms nwrerh 
debrat fon- 
gula in 
n.ando cE- 
piſſe defuce- 
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pron 


Lt 


| ruſt inour Gold, canker in-our Sil-| || 
ver, heartleſſeneſle 'in our earth, | } 
faintnefle in the influences of hea- 
ven; and if notwithſtanding all| | 
this men. will fill eruſt in-the Ci-| | 
ſterne, God -will 
|t00, which ſhall make itrunne our 
as faſt as they fillit; hee will give 
wings to their money, encreaſe the | | 
occaſions ofexpence:8 if they clip.| | 
cheir wings,that they flienotaway, | | 
he wil make holes in the. bottom of | | 
their bags,that they ſhall dropa- | | 
way 1 hee will not onely fend a 
Aoth and ruſt which ſhall intime 
cate them our, but hee will ſend a 
Theefe upon them too, which ſhall 
ſuddenly breake through and carry 
them away. So many 'ſteppes and 
gradations are-therein the morta)i- 
ty of the Creature, when God plea- | | 
ſerh to adde his Curſe unto them | | 
for ſinne. eFs for Ephraim, faith | | 
the Lord, cheir Glory ſhall flicaway | | 
like a Bird, from the birth,and from | | 
from the concep- 


the wombe , and 
£100, 
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| Obſerve | 


pur-holes into it | | 
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| 


|beenjoyed burtthe hope, and if that 


|and the Summer houſe, the houſes of 
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Obſerve the gradations of morta* 
lity inthe beft bleſſings wee enjoy, 
in our very glory ,naimely, our chil- 
dren, which are called an inheri- 
tance and reward to take away 
ſhame from their parents, They 
ſhal flie away like a bird, that notes 
the ſxiftneſle of the Iudgemevr, 8 
that firſt from the birth ; as ſoone 
as they are borne, the murtherer 
ſhall deſtroy them : yea, from the | 
wombe ; before they be born they 
ſhall periſh, nothing of them ſhall 


Ll 


be too much,here is a degree as low 
as can be, fromthe yery conception 
they ſhall mifcarry and prove ab- 
ortive, I will ſmite the winter houſe 


Ivorie and the great honſes ſhal have 


' a end, If the Lord undertake to 
 ſmite, if heeſend abroad the fire of 
; his wrath, it ſhall ſeaze onthoſe 
| palaces and great houſes which 
men thought ſhould have indured 
unto all generations. For that F/y- 
1g role, importing Tudgement de- 
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{over the whole earth againſt the 


Levir. I 4. 
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creed, and ſudden, which was ſen 


Thicfe and the Swearer,. did nor 
onely ſmice the man, bur his houſe, 
and like a leprofic conſume the ve- 
[ry timber and tones thereof. .Ther- 
fore wee read in the Leviiicall law 
of leproſics, notin men oney, bur 
io houſes,and garments, intimaciog 
unto us, That finne derives a con- 


tagion upon any thing that is about 
us, and l;ke Ivie in a wall, or.chat. 
wilde Cepreficss, will get rooting 
in the very ſ{ubitance ot the ſtone | | 
in the wall, and breaker aſunder, 
Whatever it is thac men can finde 
out under the Sunne to. faſten their 
hearts upon for ſatisfaRion and | | 
comforc, this leprofie will defile ir, 
andeatitout, If filver and gold, 
beſides their. ſecrer ruſt and proper 
corruption, the Lord can make the 
thiefe riſe up ſuddevly, and bite rhe | | | 
poſſeſſors, and fo 1lade them of | | | 


Habak.2. ! 
6.7. | 
Pruv.10.3. 
lob.20.28. 


| 


their-chicke clay? if Reall ſubRance 
and encreaſe, the Lord cafteth away 
faith the wiſe-man,the jnbtance of 
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the wicked, and the increaſe of hts 
honſe, faith Iob,/ball depart and flow 
awa). If greatneſſe and high pla- 
ces,the Lord can put ice under their 
feet, make their places ſlippery,and 
ſubjet toa momentary delolation: 
If a great name and glory,the Lord. 
cannot-onely ſuffer time and igno- 
rance to draw out all the memory 
of a man, but.can preſently rot 
hisname from under heaven - If 
Corne and the fruics of the Earth, 
the Lord can kill it inthe blade by 
with-holding raine three moneths 
before the Harveſt: Heecan ſend a 
thiefe, a caterpiller, a Palmerworm 
toeatitup.Ifitholdouttocomein- 
ro the barn.,evyen there he can blow 
upon it,and conſume it like chaffe. 
However racnthinke, when they 
have theircorn in their houſes, and 
their wine in their cellars, they arc 


| 


| ſure, & have romore to doe with | 


God,yet he can take away the ſtaffe 
& lite of it in our very houſes, Yea, 
when itis in our mouths & bowels, 
hecanſendleannefle & a curſe af- 
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er it, Awake yee Drunkards , 
and howle yee drinkers of wine, ſaith 


't 
| 


- jthe Propher,becanſe of the new wine, 


for it is cnt off from your monthes. 
The Lord conld deferre the pu- 
 niſhmenr of theſe men tilt the laſt 
day, when undoubtedly there will 
bee nothing for themto drinke but 
that Cup of the Lord: right hand, as 


* the Prophet calls it: a cup of fury 
| {and trembling, a cup of ſorrow, 


aftoniſhment,and deſolation ; a cup 
which ſhall make all that drinke | 
thereof to bemoved and mad, to 
be drunken and fall, and ſpne, and 
riſeup no more, even that fierce 
and bitter indignation, inthe pow- 
rivg out of which che Lord ſhall 
parto his right hand, his firong 
arme, not onely the terrour of his 
preſence, but the glory of his pow- 


{er :Iſay rhe Lord could kt drun- 


kards alone till at laft they meet 
with this Cop, ( which undoub- 
redly they (halk doe, if there bee 


. [either truth in Gods word,or pow- 


- 


erithisrighe hand} if there be ei- 
ther Juſtice in. heaven,or fire inhell) 


a 


—— 
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till with Be{axzar they meet | - 
| with dregges and trembling in the | 
[Sy of all their cups : but yer | 
oftentimes the Lord timites them 
With a more ſuddenblow,fnatcheth | 
away the cup from their very 
} mouthes, and ſo makes one curſe | 
anticipate and preyent another. | 
Though Hamax and Achirophel j 
ſhould haye lived out the whole | ; 
| | rhredof heir life, yetatlaſttheir | | 
| [honour muſt have laine downe in 
| [rheduftwiththem: Though Indas | 
, |couldhayelived a thouſand yeares, | 
i andconld have improved the res ! : 
| ward of his Maſters bload to the | | 
beſt advantage thatever Uſurer did, | 
| [yet the ruſt would at laſt have {cis | 
| jzeduponhisbagges, and his mo- | 
{ \nieniuſt have periſhed with him :. 
_ }butnowtheLord ſets forward his | 
| |} Curſe, and chat which the moth | 
would haye beenlorg in doing,the 
gallowes diſpatcheth with a more | 
twitfc deftruRion. Thus as the bo- | 
dy of a'mzn may have many ſum- | 
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death, may labour at once under 
many deſperate diſeaſes, all which 
by a malignant conjuntion muſt 
needs haſten a mans end (as Ceſar 
was tabd with thirty wounds,cach 
one whereof might have ſerved to 
let out his ſoule) ſo the Creatures of 
| God labouring under a manifold 
corruption , doe-as it were by ſo 
many wings-poſt away from the 
owners of them, and for that rea- | 
ſon muſt needs bee utterly diſpro- 
portionable to the condition of an 
Immortall Soule, 

Now to make ſome application 
[ of rhis particular beforewe leave 
it: This doth firſt diſcoyer and 
| ſhame the folly of wicked world- 
lings, both in their opinions. and 
affeRionsto earthly things, Love 
is blinde and will eafily make men 
beleeve that of any thing which 
cheycould wiſh to bee in ic : and 
therefore, becauſe wicked--men 
with with all their hearts, - for the 
love they beare to the Creatures, 
|that chey. might continue, _— 
| or. 
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| Prophet David aſſures us, That 


| retired contriyances and reſolutions 
are, that their hoaſes ſhall indure for | 


| they reſolve to reſt, Bur the Plal- 


forever, the Divell doth atlaſt ſo 
deeply delude them as to thinke 
char they fhall continue for ever. | 
Indeed inthete and in the generall, | 
chey muſt needs confeſle that one 
generation commeth , and another 
| g2et7; bur intheir owne particular | 
they can never afſume with any 
feeling and experimental aſſent the 
cruth of char gencrall co their | 
owne citaces: andihereore what- | 


ourward profefſions may be,yer the: 


their is nward Thoughts, their owne 


ever, and their dwelling places to 
all generations; and upon this Im- 
- mortality of Ronesand monuments 


' miſt concludes this to bee but bru- 
tiſh and notorious folly, This their 
way 4s their folly, they like ſpcep are 

layed downe in their graves, and 
death feedsnpenthem, And indeed 


| what 8 folly isir for men to build | 
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ever for ſhame of the world their || 
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| God labouring under a manifold 


| 


death, may labour at once under 
many deſperate diſcaſcs, all which 
by a malignant conjuntion: muſt | 
needs haſten a mans end (as Ce/ar 
was ſtzbd with thirty wounds,cach 
one whereof might have ſerved to 
let out his ſoule) ſo the Creatures of 


corruption , doe-as it were by ſo 
many wings poſt away from the 


ſon muſt needs bee utterly diſpro- 
portionable to the condition of an 
Immortall Soule. 


of rhis particular before-we leave 
it: This doth firſt diſcoyer and 
ſhame the folly of wicked world- 
lings, both in their opinions. and 
affeRionsto earthly things, Love 
is blinde and will eaſily make men 
beleeve that of any thing which 
ctheycould wiſh to bee in ic : and 
therefore , becauſe wicked: -men 
wiſh with all their :hearts, - for the 


owners of them, and for that rea- | 


Now to make ſome application | 


_—_—  —— 


love they beare to the Creatures, | | 


that chey. might continue, _— 
| or 


—— * 
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| 


cm, 


—— 


for ever, the Divyell doth actlaſt ſo 
deeply delude them as to thinke 
chat they ſhall continue for ever. 


chey muſt needs confefle ther one 
generation cometh , and another 


they car never affume with any 


feeling and experimentall aſſent the 


are, that their hoaſes ſhall indure for 
ever, and their dwelling places to 
all generations; andupon this Im- 
mortality of Rtonesand monuments 


| they reſolve to reſt. Bur the Plal- 
' miſt concludes this to bee but bru- 


tiſh and notorious folly, This their 
way is their folly, they like ſprep are 
layed downe in their graves, an 
death feeds npenthem, And indeed 
| what a folly isic for men to build 


EE 3 noon 


- Py . 
Indeed intheic and in the general, | 
72eth: but intheir owne particular | 


mruth of thar gencrall ro their | 
owne eſtes: andtherefore what- | 
ever _ ſhame of the _ ” | 
| Prophet David offars rn 
| their s1ward Thoughts, their owne 
| retired contriyances and reſolutions 


CE ————————————— —— 
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1 2-Pet,z.7, 


Creature, 
upontheſand, to erect an Imagi- 
naie fabricke of I know not what 
Immortalitie, which hath not fo 
much as a conſtant ſabſiltence in 
the head that contrives ir > What 
man will ever goe about to build a 
houſe with much coft (and when 
he hath done to inhabit it himſelfe) 
of ſuch rotten and inconſiſtent 
materialls, as will undoubtedly 
within a yeareorewo after fall up- 
on his head, and bury him in the 
ruines of his ewne folly? Now then 
ſuppoſe a man were Lord of all 
the world, and had his life coex- 
tended with ir, werefurniſhed wicker 
wiſedometo manage,and firength 
torunne through all the affaires in- 
cidentto this vaſt frame, in asam- 
ple a meaſure as any one man for 
the goyvernement of a. privat fami- | 
ly : yet the Scripture would aſſure ! 
eyenſucha man, that there will | 


—_ 


— 


© 


=” 


come aday in which the Heavens | 
ſhall paſſe away with a noyle, and | 
the Elements ſhall melt with hear, 
and the earth with the workes. that. 
are | 


———— 


———_ = } 


| OS 28 


Mt s 


a 


are therein ſhall bee burac op, and 
that chere is but one houtre to come 


now is the laſt howre : And what 
man upon theſe termes would fix 


— The Vanity of the Creature, . 


his hearc andground his hopes up- i 


on ſuch a tottering botrome, as will | 
Within a little while crumble into | 
| duſt, aud leaye the poore ſaule that 


reſted uponir to ſinke into hell ? 


none of us labour for any ſuch in- 
heritance,that the extremitie of any 


mans hopes can be but to purehaſe | 
ſom little patch of carth,which to 


the whole world cannot beare fo 
neere a proportion, as the ſmalleſt 
molchill ro this whole habitable 
carth; that all wee toyle for is bur 


to have our load of a little thicke | 


clay, asthe Prophet ſpeakes, that 
when wee have gotren it, neither 
wee nor it ſha!l continue till-the u- 


niverſal diſſolution, but in themidR | 


of our deareſt embracements wee 


may ſuddenly bee pulled aſunder, 


and come to a fearefull end, it muſt 


4 


. But now when wee conſider that | 


| 


| | 


% 
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| doome given by rhe Prophet /ere-. 


their owne heads, and the Lord 


needs be more than brutiſhſiupidity 
for a man to weave the Spiders 
webbes, to wrappe himſelfe up 
from the conſumption determined 


—__ ——— 


—— 


aoainſt the whole earth, ina coves | 


ring that is ſo infinitely too ſhort 
and too narrow for him, Wee will 
conclude this Particular with the 


, As the Partriape fſuteth on egpes 
Js. hatcheath "hv. 5-q (ihe is ».- I 
caught by the Fowler, or her egges 
are broken) /o he that petteth riches | 
and uot by right ſhall leave them in 
the midſt of bis dayes, and in the end | 


—ER———R—— 


ſhall be a foole, 

' Secondly, this ſeryes to juſtific 
the wiſedome and providence of| 
Godin his proceedivgs with men : 
The wicked heere provoke God , | 
ard cry alowd for yengeance on 


ſeemesto toppe his eares ar the cry 
of fine, and till to loade them 
with his bleſſings, He maeketh their 
way ts profÞer, they rake roots, aud. 


| grow and bring forth frunte: they. 


ine; 


— 


—_ 
eat 


| 


| 
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threaten ruine to allchat looke up- 
on themz they carry chemſelyes like 
ſome Tyrant in a Tragedy , that 
ſcatters abroad death with the 


chreats againſt the heayen above 
him ; they arelike G3 before Sa» 
wel, clothed very delicately, and 
preſume that there is no bitterneſle 
cocome, .And-now the-impatiency 


into their proper iſſues, that cannot 
let iniquity-ipen, nor reconcile one. 
day and a-thouſfand yeeres toge- 
cher , beginnes to queſtion Gods 
proceedings, and is. afraid left the 
World bee governed blindefold , 
and bleſſings & curſes thrown con- 
tuſedly abroad for men as it wereto 
{cramble and ſcuffle forthem, But 
our God who keepeth times and 
ſeaſons in his owne power, who 


the Sunne limits which ic ſhall not 
exceed, hath ſet bounds unto finne 


{likewiſe wherein to ripen... The 


]. 


E 5 Starres 


ſhine like a blazing Comet , and 


ſparkles of his eyes, and darts out 


of man, that cannor refolye things | 


hath given tocvery Creature under: 


—— 


| 


—_ ———————_—_—_—_ _ 
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Starres howſoever they may bee 
ſometimes eclipſed, have yet a fi. 
xed and permanent ſubſiftencie 
intheir Orbes : but theſe Comets 
though they riſe with a greater 
traine and ſireame of light, yet at 
laſt vaniſhinto aſhes and are ſeene 
no more : the Tyrant though in- 
ewo or three AQs or Scenes he re- 
vellit, and diſturbe the whole bu- 
finefle, yer atlaſt hee will goe our 
inbloud and ſhame:even fo,though- 
wicked men flouriſhand oppreſle, 
and proyoke God eyery day, and 
rage like the ſea, yer the Lord hath: 
| ſet their bounds which they ſhall 
not paſſe, they havean appointed: 
time to take their fill of the Crea- 
ture, and then when they have 
olutred and cloyed themſelves with 
exceſſe, when their humours are 
growneto a full ripeneſſe, the Lord 
will remper them a potion of his 
wrath, which ſhall make chem 
rurneall up againe, and ſhamefull 
ſpying (ball be on their glory. 7hus 
ſaith the Lord, for three tranſpref- 
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| wicked commitoneor two iniqui- 


| longer turne away the puniſhmenc 


——— 


| were {o ripe 25 that they were ga- 


| whichare ſooner ripe than the'fins 
hy: Heathen that knew him not,be- 
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comes upon it, Whenthe Prophet 


frons + for fonre, 1 wil not tary _ | 
the paniſhment of Damaſcus and 
theſe other Cities, So long as the 


ties,ſo long Iforbeare, and expect 
their repentance z bur when they 
proceed to three, and then addea 
fourth, thatis, when chey are come 
to that meaſure of finne which my 
patience hath prefixed, then I will 
haſten my revenge, and not any 


thereof, Inthe fourth generation, 
faich God to Abraham, thy poſte- 
ritie ſhall come out of the Land 
wherethey (hall bee ſtrangers, and 
ſhall whecicthis Land, for rhe 5n7- 
quitie of the Amorites 35not yet full. 
There is a tume when ſinne growes 
ripe and full, and then the ſickle 


faw a basket of fummer fruits, that, 


thered off the tree, (which was a 
type of the finnes of Gods people, 


Gen;1 5a | 
| < 


' 
Amos. 1, 2; 


We 
a <- " 


_ cauſe{ 
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| 7,8,9,1001 
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cauſe they have the conftant light 
and heatofhis word tohaften their 
maturity)” then, ſaith the Lord,The 
end is come npon my people, I will 
not paſſe by them any more, 1 will 


| have no more patience towards: 


them. Jeremy, what ſeeſt thou ? 1 
ſee the rod of an Almoxdtree, Thou 
bafte well ſeene, ſayth the Lord, 
for Twill haſten my Word to performs 
it. When men haſten the maturity 
of finne like the blofſomes of an 
Almond tree( which come ſooneſt| 
out) then ſaith the Lord, will I ha- 
tenthe Iudgements which I have | 


{ pronounced, Wee reade in the 
1zZechar.t,6 


Prophet Zechary of an Ephab, a 


— 
©. 


meaſure whereinto all the wicked- 
nefſe of that people, figured by a 
woman, ſhall bethrownecogether, 
and whenthis meaſure of finnes is 
tullto the brimme, then there is a 
maſſe of Lead importing the firme- 
cefſe, immurability ;& heavineſſe of 
Gods Decree and counſel}, which 


{cales upthe Ephah, never moreto 
haye any ſinne.put into ir, and then 


__ come. 


4 _ 


—— — _ q_—_—_——— 
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—— 
RS 


come rwo women with winde in 


ners of Gods ſwift & irreverſible 
fury,and carry the Ephah between 


————_— 


Land of Shinar, to build it there an 
houſe, denoting the conſtant and 
perpetuall habitation of the-wicked 


in that place of bondage whither 
the wrath of God ſhall drive them 
(for building of houſes argues an a- 
biding.) Put you in the ſickle, for 
the barveſt is ripe ; come get you 
downe, for the preſſe is full, the 
fats overflew-, for the wickedneſſe 
is great. The revenge of finne is 
here and elſewhere compared to 
reaping, and treading the Wine- 
preſle ; and the- greatnefle of ſin 
is here: called the ripenefe of the 
harveſt , andthe overflowing of 


cheir wings, whichare the executio.. | 


heaven and carth, intimating the | . 
publique declaration of therighte-;| 
ous Indgements of God, into the |: 


the fatts,to ſhew unto us, that there | 
is atime and meaſure of fin,beyond |. 
| which-the Lord will not deferre |. - 
ay execution of- his yengeance, | 


loel 3.13. |. 


Ma 23,30, ] 
Lamear.x, . 
I f, | 


 There| 


| 


Hoſ.g *7o | 


TY 
{.Hoſcro.15 
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| There are dejes of viſitation and 
Eciz6.rr, recompence for finne , which be- 
EſR!.42.25 ing come, Iſrael which would not 


. Deur.32. | Lnow before, ſhall know , that 


43 $6.6, God keepes their finnes in tore 
ler.17.1. | ſealed up amongft his treaſures,and 
Hoſ. 13. | that therefore their foor ſhall ſlip 5» 
Icr.2.22 | Jue time,namely, iwthe day of their 
by. 2 2.19,| calamity, orintheir woxeeh, asthe 

+ * | Propher ſpeakes, As Gods bleſ. 
fings hayea punAuall time, from 
the fonre and twemieth of the ninth 
woneth, from this day I will bleffe 


bee a hundred and twenrie yeaves,no 


but even months determined with 


| Hoſ.5.7. { hinmmow ſhal « wonerh drvonre the 


with their portions, to idolatrous 


dayes and parts of dayecs ; In « 
| morning ſpall the King of Ifracll 
 beeait off, his defliuRtion ſhall 
| bee as ſuddenasit is certaine, The 
PRl.37.12} wicked plotteth againſi thejuſt,and 


| etaſheth upon him with his-reeth : 


— ——  — om IO oh ep a Oe 
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| { you: ſo likewiſe have his Iudge-| - 
Gen.G. 3: | ments too, The daycsof Man ſhal 


che old World: nor are yeres only. 


Iſracl, Nor Moneths onely, but: 


« 
bur| 
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| bur though he plor, hee ſhall not 
proſper,though hee gnaſh with his 
. 
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—— 


eecth, hee ſhall nor bite with his 
teeth, for the Lord ſhall laugh at 
him, becauſe hee ſeeth chat His 
Day is comming, So much mil- 
chiefe as hee can doe within the 
compaſle of his chaine, che Lord 
permits himto doe; but when hee 
is come to His Day, then all his 
thoughts and projects periſh with 
him. Excellently hath holy Job 
ſtated the Point, with whom ] 


© | meaneto conclude, Their good, faith 


hee, 5s net in their Hand, Riot it 
indeed they. doe, andtake their fil] 
of pleaſure for a time, as the fiſh 
of the bait, when hee hath ſome 


{cope of line given him to play ;| 


but ſtill cheir Good, their Time, 
their line is in Gods hand, they are 


:not the Lords of their owne lives 
and delights.. God layeth up his 


iniquity for his Children, thar is, 
the Lord keepes an exaRt account 


of hisfinnes, which haply hee will 
| repay upon the headsof his Chi 
| - dren,| 


[ Ix \ 


L 


Iob 2I, 16, 


nmr i CT TOP, x 4 P—————_ 


| hed 35 reſerved to the day of deſtri- 


| Agag appeared before Samuel de- } 


"of the World, in beariog with pa- 
tience- the Veſſels of Wrath fit- 
ted to deſtruction, and ſuffering 
|them to muſter up his. owne| . 
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dren, however hee himſelte ſhall 
have no more pleaſure in his houſe | | } 
afcer him, when once the number 
of his moneths is cutoff in the midſt; 

and in the meane time however be | | 
bee full of ſtrength, wholly at caſe | 
and quiet, yetſayth hee, The wic- | 


fie; Hee is but like a priſoner, 
ſhackled peradyenture uf cats of | 
gold, but hee ſhall bee brought 
forth tothe day of wrath ,_ and 
chough hee could riſe or'* _ of the 
orave before Chriſts Tribunal, as 


licately clothed, yet the ſword: 
ſhould cut him in pieces, and bit- 
trernefle ſhould overtake. him, 
Thus wee ſee-how infinitely. unable 
the Creature ſhall beeroſhelter a 
man from.the-Tribunall of Chriſt, 
and how wiſe, juſt, and wonder-| | 
fullthe Lord isinthe adminiſtration 


bleſ- |. 'F | 


—_— 


| 


| them with ſuch due correQives as 
| become ſuch mortal and mcane: 


ſure thou-keepe thine intelleQuals 


——_—kK©. 
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blefſings againſt himſelfe, 
Laſtly,thismuſt ſerye for aneed- 
full caution tous, to take heed of 
deifying the Creatures, and atctri- 
buring that Immortality to them 
which they are not capable of, But 
in as much as they are onely for 
preſent refreſhment in this vale of 
miſcric, and haye no matter ofreali 
and abiding happineſſc in them, 
not to fooke on them with an ad- 
miring or adoring eye, but to uſc 


things. 
Firft, in ufing the Creature, bee 


untainted ; for earthly chings are 
apt to caſt afilme oyer mens eyes, 
and to miſguide them into corrupt 
apprehenſions and preſumptions of | 


| ſerorum 
20n gaudia 
beatorum. 


[ 


| them, "Wee finde nothing more 
| frequent in the Prophets than. to 
| upbraid the people with their 
Rrange confidences , which they 
were wont to reſt upon againſt all 
were de- 


-| the judgements which 


nounced 


; 


rr3 | 


_ 


d 30. 


Solatia min} 


Aug. Epiſt, 
119. 


moginaria 
# {eculs &> 
abil veri. 
Tertul.de 
£0r01,,1, 
1.5 Cf 
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| their wealch, greatneſle, ſtrong con- 


| ſake the Creatare till hee ſee vanity 
[ig the Creature. Turne 4way nine 
[eyes from beholding Vanitie. Da- | 
| vid intimates that a man cannever 


| [feRions on earthly things, cill hee 
| vincedof the vanitie of them. This 
| have ſftrongelt affeRions and ſmal. 
| leſt experience of the deceic of: 


[joyce and cheareup thy ſelfe, and 


—— A. 
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nounced againft them,by objeRing 


federacies,inexpugaable munitions, 
their neſts in the clouds, and their 
houſes amongſt the Rarres: they 
could neyer be brought to repent 
for ſinne, or to tremble at Gods 
voyce,tillthey were driven off from 
chele holds, A man cannever bee 
brought to God cill hee forſake the 
Creature, a man will neyer for- 


heartily pray agaiaſt fixing the af- 
be reallyand experimentally con- 


rule Salo; obſcrvesto withdraw 
the deſires of young men, who 


ow 


worldly things, Though thou re- 


p 
f 


walke inthe wayes of thine heart, 
andin the (ight of thine eyes, yer 


| Know 


Sr is ot» oo 
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Know tho that for all theſe things 
God will bring thee to indgement': 
A time will come when thou ſhale 
be ſtripped of all theſe, when 
they ſhall play the fugitives, and 


the yeares of darkeneſſe ſhall draw 
nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I bave 
no pleafurein them: and then the 
Lord will revenge thy great ingra. 
titude in forgetting and deſpiſing 


attriburions ofhis glory,and the af- 
fetions due unto him upon a cor- 
ruptible Creature, In che Romane 


Triumphs che Generall or Empe- | 
rour, that rode in honour through | 


che City withthe principall of his 
enemies bound in chaines behinde 
his Chariot, had alwayes a ſervant 
running along by bim with this 
CarreQRiye of his glory, Reſpice 
poſt te, hominoams memento tc. Look 
behinde thee, and inthe perſonsof 
thine enemies learne that thou thy 
ſelfe arta man ſubje& to the ſame 


Caſualties and diſhonours wich 0+ 


thers. 


him amidſt all his bleſſings,in ido- : 
lizing his gifts, and beftowing the 


Ilg 


Eccl.11,.9 | 
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Tertull. A- 
polog.c.33. 


Augaſtzuen 
GFurno viſt 


ſtipem quo 


tannis die 


pulo cavam. 
manunaf- 
ſes porri= | 
gentibus |; 
prebens.. 

Suetonin- 
Ang. 1.91. 
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| ſuch a pleaſure, which will: never 


| purchaſe embitter'd ſuch a prefer- 
| ment, and thou never didit feele 


- | apd ambitions promiſed thee, how 


- 


— 


thers. Surely, if men wto had no-| 


thing but the Creaturesto cruſt to, 
being Aliens fromthe Coyenant of | 
' promiſe, and without God in the | 
world, had yet fo much care to | 
 keepe their judgements found tou: | 


{elves heires of bener and more a- 
biding promiſcs? But eſpecially 


ber how amoment ſwallowed up 


returne againe, how an indiceQ 


that comfort in it, whichthy hopes | 


— "= 
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ching che Vanity of cheir greateſt ; 
| rs, how much more ought | 
Chriftians » who-proſfefiz them - ; 


arm? thy ſclfe againft choſe vani- | 
| ties which moſt cafily.beſer and be- 
| guile thee; apply the authoricy of 
| the Word to thine owne particu- 
| lar-ficknefſe and diſeaſe, treaſure 
| | up all the experiences that meet thee 
| in chine own courſe,or are remark- 
| able inthe lives ofothers, remem- 


P 


a frowne and diſgrace at another | 


__Jime” 


Ly 


. [Throneof Grace,. and beſeech the 


| uot, and they that buy as though they 


{poſſeſſed wot, and they that uſe this 
{ w- 
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time daſhed all thy contrivances for 
further adyancement , how death 


ſeazed upen ſuch a friend, in whom | 


thou hadft layed up much-of thy 
dependance and affurances, how 
time hath not onely rob'd thee -of 
the things,but even turn'd the edge 
of thy deſires, and made thee loath 
thy wonted idols, and lookeupon 


thy old delights..as e Lrnon upon | 


Tamar With exceeding hatred. But 
aboye all addrefle thy-ſelfe to the 


Lord fo to ſanRifie his Creatures 
untothee, as that they may not be 
cither thieves againſt him to ieale | 
away his honour, or ſnaresto thee 
tocntangle thy foule.* Wee will 
conclude this firſt DireQion with 


the words of the Apoſile.: The ;.Cor.7 
| Tirwe 38 /bort: It remaineth that both 


they that have wives bee as though 
they. had none, and they that weepe 
as thangh they weeped not, and they 
that reioyce as though they reiozced 
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world as not abnſing is, chat is, as 


the buſineſſes of this life, as if there 
wete any fundamentall and folid u- 
tility.in chem ; for ſaith he, The fa- 
ſow0n of this world paſſeth away, The 
Apoftles Exhorration is beſet at 
both ends with the ſame cnforce- 
ment from whence 1 haye raiſed 
mine. Firſt, The time & ſport ; The 


Apoſile, as the learned'conceive,us- | 


ſethva Metaphor fromSailes or Cur- 
tens, or Shepheards Tents (as Eze- 
kiab makes the compariſon) ſuch 


thingsas may be gathered up tope- | 


ther itito'a'narrow roome, Time is 


ſhore, that is,. That time which'the | 


Lord hath ſpread: over all things 
like a faile, harh now thisfive chon- 
ſand yeeres becnerolling up;and che 
end'isnow athand, as Szinr Prey 
ſpeakes 3 The” dy: is apptoaching 


wherrtime ſhall bee no more. And 


{v the words in' the Originall will 
well' beare it, © x78c ovnmngdy + 10) 
xerw0v 75%; The: reminder of time is 
ſhore, ot time is ſhort, for ſo much 

| | 5 as 


” aa a. 


” « © 
\ a, + 2 HY Rs 
"4 : . y 4 © Gs 
—_ YT OT ISIS 7 OO Oo. 


— 


not to be drowned & {ſmothered in | 
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up, and therefore wee ought ſo to 
behave our ſelves as men that have 
more ſccious things to conſider of, 


cyerlaſting haven, wherethere ſhall 
beenouſeof ſuch failes any more, 
And in the Apoſtles cloſe the ſame 
reaſon is farther yetenforced : For 
the faſhion of this world paſſeth 4- 


and then thae little whichis defirea- 
ble and precious in the eyes of men 
(which the Apoftle calles The /uft 


4 w a 


ND CT _— — —Cw 


as yet remainerh of it to bee folded | 


as men that arc yery neere to that } 


way, 4s, The figure, intimating | 
that there is nothing of ay firme- | 
| |[nefle or ſolid confiftency in the 
Creature, itis but a ſurface, an out- | 
{ ifide, an empty promiſe, all the 
 ]beauty of it is but skinne deepe; | 


| 


of the world, 1 Joh 2.17.) men, | 
It pafſerh away , and is quickely | 


| ThelV/aniy of the (reature. | I | 


| 


| 


| [gone, The word, as the learned | 
| | differently render it, hath three ſe | 
verall Arguments ity it to Expteſle 

the Apoſtles exhortation. | 
| n. It deceives or coozeys, and 


therefore uſe ir'asif you uſedit nor, 


b = 


| 


The Vanity ofthe ( Feature, | 


uſe itasa man in aſerious bufineſſe 
would uſe a falſefciend that profers 
his affiſtance, chovgh his proteſta- 
tions be never ſo faire, yet ſo employ 
him as.that the buſinefle may bee 
done though hee. ſhould fayle 
thee. YN 
2 Tranſverſum agit,lt carries a man 
headiong: the luſts of the world 


| are fo ſtrong and impetuous, that 


they are apt to enflame the de- 


| fires, and even violently to carry 
away the hearr of a man; and for| 


this cauſe likewiſe uſe it asif you u- 
ſedirnot, engage your ſelfcas lit- 
tle upon ic as you can,doe as mari 
ners in a mighty winde, . hoiſe up 
as few ſayles, expoſe as few of 


thy affeRionsto the rage of world- | 


ly luſtas may bee; bewareof be 


ing carried where two ſeas meet, | 
as the ſhip wherein Paxl ſuffered} 


ſhipwracke, I meane, of punging 
thy ſelfe in a confluence of many. 
boyſterous and confliQing buſine(- 
ſes, leaſt for thine inordinate proſe- 


Ccither 


be eee ee i lee er 


cutionof.worldly things, the Lord|. 
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ra 2 "Or — —— 


| foreuſe itas if thou uſe&*t it not ; 


| 


o 
1 


| 


' haye received better inftructions |. 


either giye thy Soule oyer toſuffer 
ſhipwracke in them, or frip thee 
of all thy lading and cackling ,bre:k 
chineeſtate all to pieces, and make! 
thee glad to get to Heaven upon a } 
broken planke. | 

3+ The faſhion of this world | 
paſſerh over, it doth but goe along | 
by thee and ſalute thee, and there. 


doe to it as thou would'ſtdoe to a 
{tranger whom thou meeteſt inthe | 
way, hee goes one way and thou 
another ; ſalute him, tay ſolong in 
his company till from him thou 


touching the curniogs and difficul- | 
ties of thine owne way, bur take | 
heed thou turn not into the way of | 


the Creature, leaſt thou lole chine | 
owne home. 


[i 


2 


Secondly, Get an Eye of Faith, : $ 2 2 


;tolooke Through 'and Aboye the | 


Creature, A man ſhall neyer-get | 
rolooke off from the world,till hee | 


{can Jookebeyond it, For the ſoule | 
Ty haye hold-faft of ſomething, | 


F and 


MR - IY 
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{much to the earth is, becauſe they 
! have no aſſurance, if they let goe 
! that hold ofhaving any ſubſiſtence | 


| an everlaſting footing inthe ſed- 


| and that will make thee willing to 


{miſt: thougha man be walking in 


—_— = 


and the reaſon why men cling fo 


elſewhere. Labour therefore to 
getan intereſt in Chriſt, to finde 


fafineſſe of Gods Promiſes in him, 


ſuffer the loſle of all things, it will 
implant akinde of hatred and dif. 
eſtimationof all the moſt precious 
cndearements which thy ſoule did 
feed upon before. Saint Peter faith 
of wicked men, that they are Par. 
bhinde,they cannot ſee a farre off,they 


The Vanity of the Creature, | 


=" 


Rextthem, and therefore no mar- | 
vell if their thoughts cannot reach | 
-uato the End of the Creature. 


which ſometimes happenerh unto 
ja ſoundeye by reaſon of a thicke 


{a very ſhorlane, yet hee ſeesno end 


| j of it : and fo a naturall man cannot | 
| — — 


can ſee nothing but that which is} | 


There.is in a dimme eye the fame | | 
conſtant and habituall indiſpoſition | | 


Bao i, ce-Miloene-Mer Wh 
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jeach to the period of earthly 


| things, death and danger are till 


a great way out ofhis fight, wher- 


| jasthe eye of faith can looke upon 


them as already expiring , and 
through them look upon him who 


us, thatin them wee might ſee his 
power andtaſte his goodnefle : and 


| |nsture ic ſelfe me thinkes may ſeem 


| | {to have intended ſome ſuch thing 


as this in the very order of the 


| | Creatures, Downeward a mans 
| [eye hath ſomething immediatly to | 
| {fixe on; allis ſhutupin darkenefle ; 


aye the very ſurface, to note that 


| | wee ſhould haye our deſires ſhur 
up too from thoſe earthly things 


| whichare put under our feet, and 
| hid from our eyes, and buried in 


| | | their owne deformity. All the beau- 
{ | | ty, andall the fruic of the-earth is 


placed on the very outſide of it, to 
' ſhew how ſhort and narrow our 


| affeRtions ſhould be towards it. But 
| {upward the eye findes ſcarce any 
thing to bound it, all is tranſpa- 
| rant 


F 2 
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|\chereforegives the Creatures unto- 
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The Vanity of the Creatare, 


rant and diaphanous, tonote how 
|[yaſt our aftetions ſhould be to- 

wards God , how endleſſe our 
thoughts and defires of this King-' 
' dome, how preſent to our faith the| 
heavenly things ſhould be even at 
' the greateſt diſtance, The Apolile 


Heb.r 1.1. ſaith, That Faith is-the Sub$tance 


of things hopea for, that it gives be- 
ing 8 preſent ſubſiſtency rothings 
' farre .diftant from us, makes thoſe 
[things which in regard of naturall 
cauſes are very remote, in regard 
of Gods Promiſes to ſeeme hard at 
hand. And thereforethough there 
were many hundred yeres to come 
.in.the Apoſtles time , and, for 
ought wee know, may yet bee to 
the Diflolution of the World, yet 
the Apolile tells us that even then 
it wasthe laſt houre, becauſe faith 
beingable diRinRly roſeethe truth 
and Promiſes of God, and the End- 
lefneſſe of that life which is then 
preſently to bee revealed, the infi- 
nite excefle of vyaſinefle in that, 


made that which was otherwiſe a | - 
| am 


| {willthe medium or diltance feeme 
| {fromic; the reafon why a perſpe- 


great ſpace ſeeme even as nothing, 
no more in compariſon than the 


which a man lookes on the Hea- 
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The Vanity of the Creatan, b 


leagth ofa Cane or Trunk,through 


vens, or ſome vaſt countrey, And 
ever the greater magnitude and 
light there is in a body, the fmaller 


Rive glafle drawes remoce objeAs| 
| |clolezetheeye, tsbecauie ir eul-| 
| |ripliesthe ſpecies, Wee then by 
| [Faith apprehendingan infinite and 


|everlaſting glory, muſt needs -cgn- 
| looke upon itto bee but ſhort! and 


vaniſhing. And therefore though 
the Promiſes were a farre off. in re- | 


| vetweene him and his promiſed 


ceive any thing through which wee 


eardof their owne exiſtence, yet | 
the Patriarkes did not onely fee but | 
embrace them ; their Faith ſeemed | 
to nullifie- and ſwallow up all the. 
diftance.. Abraham ſaw Chrifis | 
day and was glad; hee looked up- 
on thoſe many ages which were | 


 (eed,as upon ſmall and unconfide- 
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Si deſunt, 
Nox per md- 
la opera 
GHETANTUY 
#; 24ndo f 
adſunt, per' 


bot paw 
ſerventuy - 


in celo.Epi,i 


208. | 
Luk.16.9. 
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- 


| rable diſtances in compariſon of 
that endleſſ? glory into which they | 
ran, they were but asa curtaine' 
or piece of hangings, which di- 
vide one roome in a houſe from a- | 


nother, Labour therefore to geta 


Chriſt, to finde inthine owne ſovle 


| 


j 


| 


| | 


j 


; diftinet view of the height and. 
' length, and breadth and depth,and ; 
i the unſearchable love of God in 


the truth of God in his promiles,| 


{and thathis Word abideth fore-| | 


ver, and that will makeallthe glory 


of other things ro ſeeme bur as? 


raſle. 

Laſtly, though the Creature be 
mortall in it ſelfe, yet in regard of 
man, as it isan inſtrument ſervice» 
ablero his purpoſes,and ſubordinat 
to the graces of God in him, it 
may bee made of uſeeycn for Im- 
mortality. To which purpoſe ex- 
cellent is that ſpeech of Holy A- 
ftin, if you have not theſe earthly 
goods, ſaith hee, take heed how then 


get them by evill workes heere ; aud | 


if thou have them, labonr by good 
worke! 


i 


| 


' 
i 
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workes to hold them even when thou 
art gone 10 Heaven, Make you 
friends, faith our Saviour, of the 
unrighteons Mammon, thet when 
Jon faile, they may receive you into 
: everlailing habitations ; a religious 
1 and mercitul! uſe of earthly things |. 
1'| | makes way to. Immortalicie and 
nN 
c 


PRI 


TL_— 


| Blefſeanefle, Caft thy Bread upon 

the waters, and after many det | 
thog ſhalt fiydeit, It is an aliufion | 
unto husbandmen, They doe nor | 
| | eatup and fell away all cheir corne, | 
5: | | forthenthe world would quickly | 
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be deſtitute, but the way they take | [ 
p to perpetuate the fruits of the carth,. ' 
f/| | is to caſt ſome of it backe againe | 
|| | intoa fruitfull ſoile where the wa-+ 
ti | i rers come, and thenin due time they | 
ith i receive itwith increaſe : ſo ſhould | | 
- | | wee doe with theſe worldly blel- ! | 
* ſings, ſowthern in the bowels and | | 
= —_ of the poore — of 
h ariſt, and in the day of harveſt! ..... 
4 wee ſhall findea rark-x: ii If CT 
a | | thous draw out thy [onle #0 the righte= | 
4} |! 915, and; ſatisfic the afflicted Soul, 
| . F 4 thew-| * | 
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1 13 | 
| then ſpall thy bght riſe in obſearity, y 
| and thy dren bee as the noone. 
day, then ti,y waters ſhall not ye unto, 
| thee; that happineſſe which it fall- 
| ly promiſcch unto other men, it! 
fhall performe to thee . And fo | 
| | much be ſpoken touching the great | 
| . difproportion betweene the Soule 
; of eaznanCihe Crean, in regard| 
{ of the Fazity of it, | 


The next diſproportion is in 


their Operation, They are yexing: 
| and moleſting things, Reſt is the 
faisfaQtion of every Creature , all 
the rovings and agitations of the 
Soule are bur to finde out ſome- 


thing on which to reſt ; and there» 


| can bee no proportion to the Soule | 
| | of man; and Salowor telles us, 
Eccleſcr.9,) That Al thinps under the Sunn are | 
full of Iabowr, more than a man cas ; 
, Htter,. Hee was not uſ:d as an 1n- 
| Rrument of the Holy Ghoft to; 


ſpeake it onely, bur to try it too; 


| | purpoſe to conferre or him a con- | 
| "fluence * 
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gs where thete js Vexation, there |. 


theLord was pleaſed for that very | 
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by thorough with many ſorrowes, 


fluence of all outward happineſſe, 
and inward abilities which his very 


| keartcould!defire, that hee at aft 
| might diſcover the utter inloflech.| 


ency of all created Excellencies to 


- ance RY 


quiet the Soule of man. Butif we 
will not beleeve the Experience of 
Salomon, let us beleeye the. antho- 
rity of him that was greater than 


Salomon ; who hath plainely com- 
' pared the things and the cares of 
the earth to Therxes, which as the 
 Apoflle ſpeakes, Pierceorborea man 


Firlt, They are Wonnding thorwes, 
forthat which is but apricke inthe 
' fleſhisa wound in the Spirit ; be- 
 canſe. the Spiric is moſt tender of 


| Mar.13 22 


 ſmartzand the Wiſe inan callsthem 
Pexation of Spirit The Apoſiletells 
us they beget many ſorrowes, and 
|thoſe ſorrowes bring death with 
'them,[fir were poſſible for a man 


'toſee inone view thoſe oceans of | 


 bloud which have beene let our. of 
mens yeines by this one Thorne; to. 
heare in ane noiſe all che groanesof 


- F5 thoſe 
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- | crificed to the unſatiable ambition 


iit wouldeafily- make every man | 
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thoſe poore men, whoſe lives from | 


the beginning of the world unto | 
theſe dayes of bloud wherein wee | 


| 


live have been ſer at ſale, and a- | 
oftheir bloudy rulers ; to. ſee and 
heare the endleſle remorſe and bit. 
ter yellings. of ſo many. rich and 
mighty menas-are now in Hell, c-) 
verlaſtingly curſing the deceit and 
murther of theſe carthly Creatures, 


| with pitty and amazement to be- 


| ſelves without Chriſt to qualifie 
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| nobleneſſe, ingenuity, morality in 
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leeye, that the Creatures of them- 


their yenome and ro blunt their| 
edge,arc in good earneſt Founding 
Thormes, | 
Secondly , they are (heakivg| 
Thorres; they ſtifle and keep down 
all the gracious ſeeds of the word, 
yea,the very naturall ſproutings of 


the diipofitions of men... Seed re- 
quires emptineſſein theground,that 
there may be a free admiſſton of the 
raine ardinfluences of the heavens | 
to 
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co cheriſh ir : and fo the Goſpel! re- 
quiresnakednefſe and poverty of | 
minde, a ſenſe of our owne utter : 
inſufficiencie to our ſelyes for hap- 
pineſſe, in which ſenſe it is ſaid that 
the poore receive the Goſpell, But 
now earthly things meeting with 
corruption inthe heartare yery apt | 


Firſt, zo Fs ze, and ſecondly,to Swel | 


it, both which are conditions con= | 
trary to the preparations of the | 
Goſpell. | 
They Fslthe heart. Firſt, with 
Buſineſſe. Yokes of Oxen , and 
Farmes,and wives,and the like con- 
trentments take up the ſtudies and 
delights of men, that they cannot | 
finde out any leaſure to come to : 
Chriſt, | 
Secondly, They Fill the Heart 
with Love, and the Love of the 
world ſbuts ont the Love of the Fa- 
ther, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, When | 
the Heart goes after Covetouſneſle, | 
the power and- obedience of the ; 
word is ſhut quite out, They will 


not doe thy Words, faith the Lord to | 
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The Vanity ofthe Creature, 
the Prophet, for their heart goeth 
efter their Covetouſneſſe, A deare 
and ſuperlative Loye, ſuch as the 
1 Goſpell ever requires (for a man | 
mult love. Chriſt upon ſuch termes 
as to be ready, without: conſultatis | 
| on ordemurre, not to forfake one. 
ly, but to hate father and mother 
& wife, 8 anythe choiſeſt worldly 
| endearemerts for his Goſpels ſake) 
; I fay ſucha Loveadmits of no Cor- 
| rivalty or competition. And ther- 
| fore the love of the World 
| muſt needs extivguiſh the love of 
i the Word. 
| Laflly, theyFi'l the heart with 
i feare of forgoing them : and feare 
takes off the heart from any 
choughts {ave thoſe which looke 
upon the matter of our feare: when 
| men who make Gold their Conft- 
ence heare that they muſt. forſake 
| all for Chriſt, and are fometimes 
| haply put upon a triall,they ſtart a- 
| fide,choofe. rather ſecurely to enjoy 
what they haye preſent--hold. of, | 
chan venture the —_— of | 
their 
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| ficiency,and from thence the next iſ- 


| of that Goſpell which woul _ 
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their carnall contentments for ſuch! 
things, the beauty whereof the 
Prince of this World hath blinded 
theireyes thatthey ſhouldnot ſee, 


For certainely.tilkthe minde be ſer- 


led to beleeye thatin God thete is' 
at) ample recompence forany thing 
which wee may otherwiſe forgoc: 
for him, icis impoſſible that a man 
ſhould ſoundly embrace the loye of 
the truth,or renource the love ofth 
world, | 
Secondly, as they Fill, ſo they 
Swell the Heart too, and by.thar 
meanes worke in it a contempt and 
diſeſtimation ofthe ſimplicity of the} 
Goſpell.. Wee have both together 
inthe Prophet, According to their 
paſture ſo were-they Filled ; they 
were filled, and their heart was 
Exalted, therefore have they for- 


childe of Pride is ſelfe-dependance 
and a refleQion on our owne ſuf- 


ſue is a contempt of the ſimplicity 


| Pſal.10.4. 
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| men who make Gold their Confi- 


j all for Chriſt, and are fometimes 


| on ordemurre, not to forfake one. | 
ly, but to hate father and-mother 


; I fay ſucha Loyeadmits of no Cor- 
| rivalty or competition. And ther- 
| fore 


| muſt needs exrivguiſh the love of 
| 


i feare of forgoing them 3 and feare 


A 


The Eauity of the Creature, 


—— 


the Prophet, for their heart goeth 
efter their Covetouſneſſe, A deare 
and ſuperlative Love, ſuch as the 


| Goſpell ever requires (for a man 


mult love. Chriſt upon ſuch termes 
as to be ready. without conſultati» 


& wife, & anythe choiſeſt worldly 
endearemerts for his Goſpels ſake) 


the love of the World 


the Word. 
Laflly, they Fi'! the heart with 


takes off the heart from any 
thoughts {ave thoſe which looke 
upon the matter of our feare: when 


dence heare that they muſt forſake 


haply put upon a triall,they ſtart a- 
fide;choofe. rather ſecurely.co enjoy 
what they haye preſent--hold. of, | 
chan venture the. interruption of 
| their| 
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their carnall contentments for ſuch' 
things, the beauty whereof the 
Prince of this World hath blinded 
their eyes thatthey ſhouldnot ſee. 


For certainely tilkthe minde be ſer-: 


{ed to beleeye thatin God thete is' 
at ample recompence for any thing 
which wee may otherwiſe forgoe; 
for him, it is impoſſible that a man; 
ſhould ſoundly embrace the loye of: 
thetruth,or renource the loye ofthe 
world, 

Secondly, as they Fill, fo they 
Swell the Heart too, and by.thar 
meanes worke in it a contempt and 
diſeſtimation ofthe ſimplicity of the 
Goſpell.. Wee have both together. 
inthe Propher, According to-their 
paſture ſo were-they Filled ; they 
were filled, and their heart was 
Exalted, therefore have they for- 


gotten mec. Now the irgmediat| 


childe of Pride is ſelfe-dependance 
and a refleQtion on our owne ſuf- 


ſue is a contempt of the ſimplicity 


of that Goſpell which woul ”_ 


u 
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' usOut of our ſelves, The Gertiles ! 
out of the pride of their own wiſe. : 
r.Cor.t. | dome counted the Goſpell of Chriſt | 
| fooliſhnefſs, and mocked thoſe 
''that preached it unto them:and the | 

| Phariſees, who were the learned: 
DoRorsof Ieruſalem, when they 
heard Chriſt preach againſt carth- | 
ly affeRions, out of their pride 
and coyetouſneſſe Derided him, as 
the Evangeliſt ſpeakes. Nay fur- 
Lukcts.1 a | ther they ftifle the ſeeds of all no- 
+] bleneſſe, ingenuity,or common ver- 

| | rues in the lives of men ; from 

{ whencecome oppreſſion,extortion, | 

| bribery,cruelty,rapine,fraud, inju- 
rious, treacherons, ſordid, ignoble 
courſes, a very. diſſolution of the 
Lawes ofnature amoneſt men, but 
from the adoration. of carthly 
things y from that Idoll of Co- 
vetoulneſſe which is ſetupinthe 
heart ? 
Thirdly, they are Decernfall | 
Thornes, as our Saviour exprefſerth 
it. Leta man ina tempeſt-goe to a 
| Thorne for ſhelter, and kee ſhall 
| light | 


| 
| 
< 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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light upon aThicfe in fiead of a 


fence, which will teare his fleſh in | 


ſtead of ſuccouring him, and doe | 
him more injury than the evill ' 


| which hee fled from; and ſuch are : 


the Creaturesof themſelyes, ſo far | 
arethey from proteing, that in- | 
deedthey tempt, and betray us. 
The pride of thine heart hath deees- 
ved thee, thou that dwelleſt in the 
Clefts of the Rockes, thou that 
ſayeſt in thine heart, Who ſhall 
bring me downe ? I will bring thee 
downe , ſaith the Lord to E- 
dom, 

Laftly,they are v4ming Thorns: 
nothing ſo apt, nothing fo cafie to 
catch fire, and be preſently extin- 
guiſhed, They are quenched like a 
fire of Thorues.. 

To conſider yet more diftinly ! 


the vexarion of the Creature, wee|. 


will obſerve firſt the Degrees; ſe- | 


condly ,.the Grounds of it ; and | 
thirdly, the Y/es which we ſhould | 


put it to, 
Five Degrees wee ſhall —_— 
| ori 
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| The Vanity of the Creature, 


P__ 


of this Vexation. 
Firſt, the - Creatures are apt to 
| moleſtthe Spirit 52 the procuring of 
then , -even as Thornes will cer- 
cainely pricke in their gathering. 
They make all a mans dayes ſor- 


fer not his heart totake reſt mn the 


——— 


| 20w, and histravell griefe, they (uf-| 


night, as the Wile-man ſpeakes, 
What paines-wi'l men take ? What | 
hazards will they runneto procure | 
their deſires ? Painesof body, plot- | 
ting of braine, conflits of paſſi-- 
ons, biting of conſcience, diſrepu- 
tation amongſt men, ſcourge of 
! rongues, any thiog , every thing | 
| will men adventure, co obtaine ar 


' laſt that which it may bee is nota | 


| competent reward for the ſmalleſt 
of theſe YVexations, How will men 
exchange their Salvation, throw a- 
way their owne mercy , make 
chemſelyes perperuall drudges and 
ſervitors to the times, fawne,flat- 
ter, comply,. couple in with the 
inſtruments or Authors of their 


| hopes,. hazard. their.owne bloud| 
| in | 


V_-; 


. | 


0 


| 


qg 


to their adored haven... Aderare 
fervilitey pro swperio. The Hiſto- | 


| courtelies and plauftoilimnes, cron- 
[ched and sccommodated himfelte | 
to the baſeſt routs, that thereby 


through which hee muſt goe is in- 


| ————— 


others, to ſwimme through all | 
orlgns , jacere ofcula, & omnia 


ran fpake it of Oe2e that Romane 
Av{alom , hee worſhipped the 
people, difpenced frequeraly by 


hee might creepe into an uſurped 
honour, and get himſelfe a hated} 
memoriec in afrer-ages. And that ; 
the like yexation is ordinary in the 


procurement of any earthly things | 


will eaſily appeare, if wee but 
compare the diſpofitionof the mind 
with the obſtacles that meet us in 
the purſuitof them... Suppoſe wee 
a man importunately ſer to trayell| 
unto ſome place where the certain- | 


ty of ſome great profit or prefer- | 


ment attends his comming,the way 


The Vanit y of the Creature. | | 
1 dt ſperarundertakings, and flajne E 
their conſciences with the bloud of 


Tacit.hſt. | 
lib.te : 


tricate, deepe, unpaſſeable: , the | 


beaſt 
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138 | TheJanityof theCreatuwre, | | | 
| beaſt that carries hinv lame and cy* | | 

| red, his acquaintance none, his in-| | 
 ſtruRions few; what'a heavy yex-. 
| ation muſt thisneeds be to the foule | 
of that manto bee croſſed with fo. 
many difficulties in fo eager a de- 
re? Inſt this ische cafe with naru-; 
 rall men inthe profecution ofcarth-! 
_ +lpchings, Firſt, che _ of men. 
; axe Wy violent (which the Scrip. . 

7 


F th to exprefie by waking 


Prov. 21-5] hoe, greedy coveting, a prirpoſe to 


| 26.1. Tim, be rich) Qai Dives firri wwlt, & 


6. | obdoatfinchey charmiiberich 
: cannor be quiet till their defires are 
| accompliſhed : and therefore wee 
I fiade ſtrong defiresinthe Scripture 
| phraſe expreſſed by ſuch things as 
giveintimation of paine with them, 
The Apofile deſcribes the by grea- 
Rom8.23.] ning and ighing ; the Prophet Da- 
— vid by panrkey” and gaſping; the: 
Paz Goole inehe Canticls by ſeaeſe, 
| 2.Sam.13,| 7 49 ficke with loves Thus  Annen 
"A grew leane for the defire of his: fi-. 
1.King.21 fer,and was vexed and ficke z:thus 
[4. | Abab waxed heavie, and layed, 


him | 


| | _ The Vanity of the ,, reatare. | 
| A 


| counſels uncertaine , his projets: 


hinrdowne on his bed, and, tur- 
ned away his face, and would nor | 
cate becauſe of Naberhs Vineyard, 

[So that very importunitie of de- | 
firesis full of Yexation in it felfe. | 
But beſides, the meanes for ful- | 
filling theſcdefires are very difficult, - 
the inflrumeprs very weak and im- | 
potent : peradyenture a mans wirs | 
are not ſuteable to his deſires, or : 
his firength not to his wits, or his. 
Rocke not to his ſtrength, his! 
friends few, his corrivals many, ' 
his buſineſſes rough andintricate, his | 


| 


| way-layed and prevented, his con. | 
trivances daſhed and diſappointed, 
ſuch a circumſtance unſcene, ſuch 
a caſualty ſtartingſuddenly our, ſuch | 
an occurrence meeting the action | 
hath made it unfeafible, and ſhips | 
wracked the expeRation. A man 
deales with the earth, he findes it | 


 weake and languide, every foot of ! 
that wuſt oftentimes lye fallow, 


{ when his deſires doe til plow;with | 
men, hee findes their hearts hard, 


and | 


f By 
_——_————— 22> —— RIAA PC EE. 
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| atlaſt. For according as the defires 


The Vanity of the Creatare, I 


——  — 


Ind their hands cloſe ;. with»fer- 
Vans; hee findes them ſlow and un- ' 
faichfull zwich trading, hee findes 
the times hard, the World at a 
; and,every man too thrifty to deale 
much,. and roo craftie to bee de- 
ccived : ſothat now that wexation 
; which was at firſt begun with ve- 
— aefre, is wy tily ime! 
Ooved with 7 - ' of: P3/Ire. 
4 and laſtly — +. 5. rt | 
the feare of miter dliſappointencnt 


|.are eichermore urgent, or more dif. 
| ficult,fo wil the feares of their miſe 
carriage grow; and it is amiſera. 
ble thing for the minde to be torne 
aſunder betweene two ſuch violent 
paſſionsas Deſire and Feare, 

'The ſecond Depree of Vexation 
is inthe multiplying of the Creature 
thatmen may have it to looke vp- | 
on with their eyes, and to worſhip | 
it in their affeRions, And in this: 


| Cafe the more the heape growes,' 


the more the heart isenlarged unto | 
it, and impoſſible it is ,. that that | 


de fire | 


| The Vanity of the Creatnre, ; | 


defire ſhould bee ever quieted, 
which growes by the fruition of the | 
' thing defired, A Wolfe that hath 
| once taſted bloud is more fierce in | | 
|} the deſire of it than hee was be- 
fore, experience putsan edge upon 
[the Appetite; and ſoit is in the de- 
fires of men, they grow more ſa- 
vage and ragirg in the ſecond or 
third proſecution than in the firſt, 
| Itis an uſual ſelfe deceitofthe heart 
toſay and thinke, If I had ſuch an 
accefſionto mineeſtate, ſuck a dig- 
nity mingled with mine other pre- 
ferments, could but leaye ſuch and 
{uch portions behinde me, I ſhould 
then reſt ſatisfied & deſire no more. 
This is a moſt notorious cheat of the 
fleſhly heart of man;firſt, therby to 
| begeta ſecret conceit, that ſince this 
being gotten I ſhould fit quietly 
 downe, I may therfore ſer my ſeite 
, with might and maine to procure it, 
| [| |andin the meane time negleR the 
| | | Rate of my ſoule, and peradyen- 
_ | {ture ſhip-wracke my Conſci- 
ence upon indire& and ——_— | 
| adie 
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able meanes for fulfilling ſo war- 


| frantable and juſta deſire, And ſe. 
condly, thereby likewiſe to inure 


and habituate the affeRions to the 


{ loye of the world, to plunge the 


| ſoule in earthly delights , and to 


} diftill a ſecret poyſon of greedineſſe 


into the heart,For itis with world- 
ly loveas with the Sea, letithave, 


1 at che firſt never fo little a gap at 


which to creepe in, and itwill cate 
out a wider way, till at laſtit grow 
roo ftropg for all the bulwatkes 
and ovyerrunne the Soule, Orme 
peccatum habet in ſe mendacium : 
there is ſomething of the lye in. 
every finne, but yery much in this 
of worldlineſſe, which gets upon a 
man with flender and model} pre- 
rences, till at laſt it gather impu- 
dence and violence by degrees; c- 
ven as a man that runnes downe a 
ſeepe hill is atlaſt carried not bare- 


E © *. Dn LETT 
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lyby the impulſion of his owne 
will,but becauſeat firſt hee engaged 


{ himſelfe upon ſuch a motion as in 
| the whichie would prove _- 
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| The Vanity of the Creatnre. 


ble for him to ſtop at his pleaſure. 
Wee reade in Saint Anftins Con- 


| who being by much importunitie 
; overcome to accompany a friend 
'of his to thoſe bloody Romane 
Games, wherein men killed one 


ple; and yet reſolving though hee 
went with his body, to leave his 
heart behindehim,and for thar pur- 
pole to keepe his eyes ſhut, that 
hee might not ſtaine them with fo 
ungodly a ſpectacle, yet atlaſi upon 
a mighty ſhout atthe fall ofa man, 
hee could not forbeare to ſee the 
occaſion , and upon that grew to 
couple with "the rout, and to ap- 
plaud the aRion, as the reſt did. In 
another place of the ſame booke 
wee readeof e Monica, the mother 
ofthat holy man, that ſhe had ſo 
often uſed to ſip the wine.that came 
ito her Fathers table, that from ſip- 


ping ſhe grew to loving, andfrom | 
{thence to exceſſiyedrinking; which 
\particulars are by him reported, to : 
—  thew. 


A 


another to make ſport for the peo. 


143 | 


| 
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 fefſions of Alipires his Companion, = foe 
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{ growing.upon the conſcience, if ic 
can bur win the heartto conſult,to 
deliberate, to indulge a little to it 


finne,asit is in Treaſon, qui ac/ibe- 
rant deſcivernnt, to-entertaine any 
the modeficſt termes of parley with 


ſake him, And if it beſo in any 
thing, then much more inthe love- 
of the World ; for the Apollle tels- 
us, that that is a Root, and there- 
fore we muſt expeR, if-everir get 
footing inus, panty by rcaſon cf 
its owne frutfull qualicie, partly 
by reaſon of the'fertile ſoyle wher- 
init is, che corrupt heart of man, | 


partly by reaſon of Satans conſtant 
plying ir wich his husbandry and 
{ugeeftions, thatit will every day 
__ faſter, ſettle deeper , and 
pread wider in our foules By 
Which meanes it muſt needs like- 
wiſe create abundance of Yexation 
tothe ſpirits of men, For as ſane 
»4in the Wildernefſe, when the 


| The Vanity of the Creature. \ q 
ſhew che deceirfulnefſe of finne in 


ſelfe ar firſt : for it is in the caſe of 


Gods enemy is downeright to for. | 


people | 
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people would not be content to | 
have from God their daily bread, | 
but wotild nizeds be haording and: 
|mulciplying"ef”-ie, bred wormes | 


and ' ftanke;-fo when men will 
needs heape up weatth and other ' 
earthly ſupplies beyond Rint or. 
meaſure, they doe 'bur ſtore up 
wormes to gaaw uponthe.r conſtr» 
ences;that which will vex and ani- 


noy the owners. They pant after 
the Duſt of the Earth on the bead 


of the poore, ſaich the Prophet of | 


thoſe cruell opprefſors that fold the 
righteous for ſhooes ; itnotes how 
the fierceneſle of a greedy and un- | 
fatiable defire will wcare out the | 
freogth of a. man, make him ſpend, 
all his wits, and eyen gaſpe out his 
ſpirics, in purſuing the poore unto} 
the duſt, -fucking out their very” 
livelihood and ſubſtance, till chey 
are faine to lye downe in the duſt, 
Woe znto. him, faith the Propher, 
that increaſeth that which is not bis, 
enlarging bis defires as Hell ana 


death, that loadeth himſelfe with 
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 TheVanityof the: Graane.. 
abicke clay, chat is in otherexpreſſi- 
ons, that: foreth. np wiolence and, 
nabbery, that heapeth. treaſures, a- 
| gainſt the Laſt. day; the words (bew 
us whatthe iſſue of, vehement and 
indefatigableaffeftians is,they.doe 
but create Yexativnstoamansown 
ſoule, and. all his wealth will-at. 
length lyc upon bis conſcience like 
a load and mountaipe. of heavie- 


earth. | 


Yor 'Nauone 


Homes 


«'In@, ol. a wicked man may, be faid to uſe 
hp me &preep 
Thy rH, 711, | - he” 
A ertavon' DEC cannot bee {ail roenjoy them, 
raplaay/ird- The ;Lord maketh, his. Sunne to 
Sie,bry.4d ſhine, upon, them, giveth thema 
pop. Aztive.'; layfull intereſt, poſition ,and uſe 
all 


gee The third Degree of Vexation is 
* | Ha@4601 fromtheenjarmenr,. or racherfrom: 


the sſe of carthlythings:for though 


| 


the Creatures, yerin aſtric ſenſe 


. of them ;. but all this doth not 
 portsa delightfull (wee oxderly uſe 
of them, which things belong un- 
to the bleſſings. and promiſes of the 
Goſpell, .In, which reſpeRt.the A- 


yan, Y 8 grm_—— pun On> oa =, ft 
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. reach to a Fruition, For that im-: 
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richly to: enioy, This is the# maine. 


alone without: Gods more eſpeci» 
all bleſſing, thatin.it a man ſhall 
| till taſte a ſecret curſe, which. de-- 
prives him. of that deareneſle and- 
latisfaRtion which. hee lookes for. 
from ic, Falſe: joy like  thecrack-- 
ling of Thornes hee may. finde, 
| bur. ſill chere is ſome: flie in the 
oyntment, ſome death.in; the-pot, 


[ſome madneſſe in the laughter, | 
which in the midft' of all damps: 


and ſurpriſeth. the ſoule with-hor- 
rour and ſadnefle ;. there are Qill! 
| ſome ſecret ſuggeſtions and whiſ 


| perings of a-guilty conſcience,that 


|through all chis Jordan of pleaſore 
|a man {wimmes:downe apace into 
la dead. Sea, that all his delights 
! do but carry him the faſter unto a 


| finall Judgement, Res ſevera eff 


| vers gerdium ; True joy, ſaith 


| ſting and:yexation of the Creature | 
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{the Heathen Man, is nota pertun- 


' | Rory, a floating; thing , it is ſe-- 


maſly. , it finkes to. the 
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doth it keepe icſelfe from the cor- 
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Center of the heart: asin Nature; 


' the Heavens wee know are alway, . 


calme, ſerene, uniforme, undiſtur- 
bed; chey are the clouds andlower | 
Regions that thunder and bluſter;- 
TheSunne and Starres rayſe-up no'| 
fogoes ſohigh, as that thoy may 

imprine any reall blot upon the 
beauty of choſe purer bodies. , or 
difquiet their conRant:and regu- 

lar motions : but 'inthe lower Re- 

gions, by reaſon of their neare- 
nefle to the earth, they frequent- 
ly rayſe up ſuch' Meteors as ofcen 
breake-foxth ' into Thunders -and 
Tempeſis 3 {0 the more heayenly 
the mainde is, the more untainted 


ryprions and temptations of world- 
lychivgs, the more quiet and com- 
poſed is it in alleſtates;butin minds: 
meerely ſenſuall the hotter Gods: 
fayours ſhine, and the faſter his 
raine falls upon them , the more- 
fogs are rayſcd, the higher Thou 
grow up, the more darkenefle and: 
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diſtraions doe ſbake the :ſouleof | 
"> heb 
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ſuch a man.. As fire under water, 
the hotter it burnes, the ſooner ir is 
extinguiſhed by che over-rvnnivg of 
the water: ſo canthly things raiſe 
up ſich tumulcuary and diſquicr 
thoughts inthe miades of men, as 


heat and comfort which was ex- | 


Vexationin ſome one ortwo of $4-| 
 lomons particulars, and co enfold | 
his enforcements thereof '-ourt of 
chem. And firft,to begin with that 


| tandir ſeverall wayes: Firlt,all our 


with which hee begins ; the Know- 


ledge of things, cither Natwrall|- 


in this preſent Text , or- moral 
and Crvill,ver,17. of both which | 
hee concludeththat they are Vauity | 


argument hee takes from the weak- 
neſſe of it , either to reſtore or| 
corre any thing that is amiſſe. 
That which is crooked canner. bee | 
made flraight, Wee may under- 


knowledge by reaſon of mans cor- 


doth ac laſtquite extinguiſh all the |. 
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and Vexation of Spirit, The firit | 
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| impedite knowledge, and for that 
rectitude'is full of beauty,and croo- 


| have walked in the firaic path'of 


view of cauſes. and effeRs-in their 


| things,thatthe.minde is faintotake 
{manyccrooked:and yaſtcompaſies 
for a litthe -uncertaine 'knowledge, 


'turallknowledge is feen inthis,that 
tt:cannot any way citherprevent or 


of the ſmalleft things, much lefle 
make a man ſolidly and ſubſtancial- 
[ly happie. Thirdly., That which 
[4s crooked eannotbe made firaitslt 
{ 6 impoſſible for a' nan by-the ex- 
\aQReſtknowledgr of natural things 


reairuce, (irair again,torepaire tht | 


—_ 0P* | 


| Kednefle of deformity, In mans | 
| Creation his underſtanding ſhould | 


truth, ſhould have had a diſtin | 


_ | ruption 1s but a- crooked, ragged, | 


| reaſon a yexation to therminde :for | 


| 


mmetinedccefior;bur now'fins | 
hath-mingledſuch confuſion with | 


Secondly, The weaknefle of allna- | 


correct the naturall crookednefle | 


to make thenatureofa:man,which | 


{by fanis departed from its primitive ! 
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* 27a — = 


eau wy HOT oo 


| Image: of God/which is fo invch 
diftorted. When they knew GOD, 
they ylorified-bim nor a4 God, they| 
beckme'vitineis ther in 
and their fooliſh beart war derkened. 
[t is the Apoſtles ſpeech of the wi- | 
(ct Heathen, eArifforle, the molt 
'racionalt 'Heathea man that: the 
| world knowes of, in his DoRrine 
confeffethithe diſebilic of moral 
knowledgeto reAifiethe ivrempe- | 
|ranceof Nature, and made it good | 
1 inhis-praQice; for he uſed a com- | 
:mon Strumiper to ſatisfic his Juſt, 
- SexecalikewiſetheexaReſt Stoicke 
which 'wemeete with, then whom | 
hever any-man writ more. divinely 
for the contempt of ithe World , 
4 was yet the richeſt Uſurer rhate- | 
1ver wee reade of inancient ories, | 
though that were a'finne diſcoveret 
'-afid wondered by the Heathen 
themſelves, 


—_— 
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fnarions, | | 


{© ;Aﬀecond ground of Vexation 
| from knowledge is, The Defettr and 
£  Iogperfetions of it. That which us 
| wanting cannot bee mmbrei, Thete 
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| Nature which the moſt exquiſitive 
i Judgement is.not able ro pierce in- 
to, .nor reſo;ve into'their-juſt Prin- 
| Ciples, Nay, flill the more a tnan 
\ knowes, the more diſcoveries. hee 
; makes of thingshe knowes por. 

| . Thirdly, in wwch wiſedome 5: 
much griefe, and hee that encreaſeth 
knowledge encreaſeth ſorrow, In ci- 
vill wiſedome,the more able a man 
is,the more ſeryiceis caſt upon him, 
the more buſineſſes runne through 
him, the leſſe.canhe enjoy his time 
| or liberty « His Eminerce loades 
him with. envie, jealoufies, obſer- 
{ vation, ſuſpicions, forceth him of: 
| tentimes upon unwelcome com- 


-—_ 


tions to palliate unjuſt Courſcls and 
ſoppe the clamours of a gaincſay- 


' 


_— 


are. many:thouſand Conclufions n 


pliancies, upon colours and invens | 


.ing Conſcience, filles him with 


with projets of honour and plau-. 
| ability , with | reſileſſe thoughts 


' . 
| accommodate the adyerſaries, 


or 


his | 


: 
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his owne affaires, in one word is 
very apt to make him a ftranger to 
God-and-hisowne ſoule. Inothec 
learning; let a man but conſider, 
Firſt, The confuſron, uncertainty, 
involvedneſle, perplexitics of Can- 
ſes and EffeQs by mans finne; Se- 
| |condly, The paines of the body, 
thetrayell of the minde,the fweate 
of the Braine,, the tugging and 
plucking of the underſtanding, the 
| yery- drudgery. of the Soule to; 
| breake through that confuſion ,! 
and her owne difficulties ; Thirdly, 
' the many invincible doubts and, 
| errours which will flill blemiſh our | 


great charges which the very in-| 
frumentsand furniture of learning 
willput men to; Fifthly, the gene- 
rall diſceſpe& which , when all is 
done, it findesinthe- World, great 
men ſcorning it as pedantry, ordi- 
nary menunable ro take notice of 
it, and great Scholars fainero moke 
up a Theater amongſt thernſelves ;. 
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brighteſt Notions; Feurthly, the| 
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The Vanity of the©rearnre, 
to perfect that which is amiſle in 
our Nature, the malignantproper- 
ty thereof ro -pur fininto armour, 
to contemne the fimplicity-and pu- 
rity of Gods Word; And laſtly, 
| che neere approach thereof to its 
owne period, the ſame death that 
attendeth us being ready lo to 
[bury 8 our {carving in the grayc 


 {wichus: theſe -and inftaite the like 


; 9 46. 


{-confiderations muſt needs mingle 
anuch forrow with the choxeſt 
.Learning. | 

- Secondly, let us take a view of 
'pleafure. Thete is nothing dorh fo- 


% _—_ Wd diene modi EE 
q 


{much difable in the ſurvey of plea» 


-Atre'as the mixture cicher of folly 


'For want, When a man hath-wilc- 
'tdome:to apprehend the exquiſite- 
'-neffe of bis delights, and-yaricty to 
kkeepe out the ſurfer of any one, he 


is then firteſt to examine what com- 
 paſſe.of Goodneſle or fatisfation 


þ is incheme Firſtthen, Slowon kept 


his wifedome., hee purſued ſuch 
| inanly and noble delightsas might 


| 


{ not viiate but:rather .improve his | 


; 10- 


W— 


[ 


| 


( 


| kindes, verſe 7. Great treaſures of 
'Silverand Gold, all kindes of -my- 


| Thirdly , Sa/omen exceeded in all 
theſe thivgs-all rhac-ever wentbe- 
_ [fore him, verſe:g,” Fourthly,. ashe 
had chemoſtabundant, folikewiſe 
-themoſt free, undiſturbed, unaba- 
- {ted-enjoyment of them-all , Hee 
-with-held-nor this heart from any 
Joy! there wasno mixture of fick- 
|nefſe, warre;; or any jntercvrrent 
difficulties to corrupt their ſweet- 


greatneſſe of his royall minde, 


the'name-of wine, verſe 3, ſtately 
Edifices, verſe 4. Vineyards and Or- 
<hards, yea very Naradiſes, avlarge 
' as Woods; verſe 5,6, Fiſh-ponds, 


— RY 


intelleuals, {Tap 3 verſe 1,2, 
3. Secondly , his wiſedome was 
furniſhed with variety 'of ſubjeRs; 
toenquire- nito, hee had magnifi-; 
cenceand proviſions ſurcable tothe 


Sumpreous and delicate diet under: 


| 


I55 
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and'preat Waters, multitudes of, £10 


Attendants and retinue of all ſexes, 
Mighty -heards of 'Cattell of all 


fque vocall -and inſtrumental! ; 


_neſſe, 
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| neſſe, orblunc the taſte of them. 


| þthelike conſiderations wrought in | 


{Secondly by hisdiſsbility ſo co.diſ- 


Here ate as great preparations as- 
the heart of man can expect: to 
.make an univerſall- ſurvey of thoſe: 
d:lights whichare inthe Creature: 
and.:yet at-laſt upon an-impartiall / 
enquiry into all his. moſt magnifi- 
cent workes, the Concluſion. is, 
they were but Yanity and vexation 
of ſpirit, verſe-11, . Which Vexati» 
on hee further explaines... Firſt, by 
the neceflary divorce which-was to- 
come' berweene. kim and them, 
Hewas to leave themall, verſe 18.. 


poſc of themas that after himchey: 
might remaine ia ttHiat manner as he- 
had oxderedthem, verſe 19, Third-| | 
ly; by the effeQts which. theſe ands| 

-Himzchey were fo farre from giving, 
himreall fatisfaRtion, as- that firſt, 


| he Hated all bis workes, for therc 
| is nothing males one hate moreca- 


| 


overly. than diſappointment: in.ahc 
goodwhicha mancxpeted,When:| 
Ammon: found: whas liccle fatiſ- 
- 44 faction: 


B 


— 


j 


| 


on _—— 


| . » . ; . "I 
faction his exorbirantluſtreceived 


in raviſhing his ſiſter Tamar, hee as 


| fiercely hated her after hee had de- 
fired her before. Secondly, Hee 
deipaired of finding any good in 


them, becauſe they beget nothing 
buttrayell, drudgery, and unquier 


- thoughts. 


Laſtly, letus take a yiew of R- 


.ches, the ordinarily moſt adored 1- | 


doll of all the reft.. The wiſe Man 
ayes, firſt in generall, Neither Ri. 
ches nor yet abundance of Riches 


will ſatisfie the ſoule of man,Ecclel. | 
5+10-” This hee more particularly |. 
| explaines; firſt, from the ſharers |. 


which. the encreaſe of them doth 
naturally draw after ic, verſe 11. 


andberweene the Owners-and the | 
ſharers there is no.difference but | 
this, an empty ſpeculation, one ſees | 
| as his owne, what the other en- 


joyes to thoſe. :eall purpoſes for 
which-chey.ſerve as well as he. Se- 
condly., from. the unquietneſſe 
which naturally, growes bythe en- 


: creaſe of them., which. makes an |: 


Tr IC 
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ordinary |: 


; 


| m hiniſclfe, being firong temprati- 
{ ons and materials too -of pride, 
| vaine-glory, coyetouſneſfe, luxur 


: 


{theſe of diforder:, diffolutenefſe, 
_ and diſeaſes inthe body; orelſeat 
:kauſtchey expoſe him to theenvie, 
-| accuſations, yiolences of wicked 
See Job zo.'men, Fourthly, from their uncer. 
| 25-=29- 7 rainty of -abode, they periſh'byan 


| fome particular humour, luſt, or 
\ projet overturnes a preat (eſtate, 


and this hee: faith- is a Jore-evill , 
'| whichrgalles the heart of -a world- 
1 y'man, thathathreſolvedupon no 
i other Heayen than his wealth, | 
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ordinaty radge i" that” reſped 
fromthe hurt 'which uſually, with. 
| out ſormeduecorreRive they bring, 
{verſe x3. either they hutt-a man 


y 
intemperance', forgerfulnefle. of 
God, loye of the Wortd, :and by 


more happy , verfe '12, Thitdly, | 


[-evill travell,/either-Gods' curſe, or| | 


 and-poſtericy is beggerd, Fifthly, 
from the certainty of aneverlaſting 
ſparationfrom them, yeile x5 , 26, | 


{ when'ſicknefle comes tofnareb him/| 
1 "Al 


away 


tees. AM 


—— 


| 


| 


| faryin bim, verſe x7. Sixthly, from 


| catibereceived fromthem, verſe 7. 


A— 


away from-this his 1doll, there is 
not onely forrow, but wrath and 


the diſability to uſe orenjoy them, 
When a man through inordinate 
love, ordiftruſtfull providence, or 
fordidnefle of ſpirit, or encum- 
| brancesof  employments, will not 


or his ſucceflours inhumanity , an 

honourable buriall, Chap. 6. verſe 
x, 2,3+ Seventhly, from the nar» 
rowneſſe of any ſatisfaQion which 


| Allthe wealth a man hath can reach 
j worth, then the outward ſervices 
| of the Body, the deſires of the 
| Soule remaine empty [till, A glur- 


not. fill his luſt ; a covetous.man- 


- may have. a houſe full of money, 
| buthee can never have a heart full: 
| of .money 3 anambitious man may 


his 
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whilehelives enjoy his abundance, | - 
and when he dycs hath nor, cicher | 
| by his ©wne coverous prevention, | 


no higher than the fling of bs | 


| ton may fill his belly, but hee caa- | 


F 


| have Titles cnough:to overcharge | - 
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(1 er EH omni vt Slee tA Yo, tot CORR es es. Gi edn 


- 160 || | The Vanity of the Creaunre... 


his memory, bur never to fill his 


| | in his head at once ; the ſenſualuy 


{ no more but the mouth, and poyer- 
| ty and folly makes a ſhife |] 
doe ſotoo, verſe 8, the dcfires wan. | 
i der, the ſoule royes upand downe | 
as ever, verſe 9. Eighthly., from | 
cheir diſability to prore&t or reſcue | | 
a-man frem- evill, ro advance the | 
ns ur a man beyond whatit| || | 
| was before , verſe 10, Though a | 
| man could ſcrape all the wealth in | 
the world together, hee were bat 4 J | 


pride; the agitations of the Soule 
would not ceaſe, the curioſity of 
the underſtanding would not ſtand 
ata ſtay, though a man could hold 
all the learniogof che great Library 


of a laſcivious man would neyer 
bee ſatiated, it would bee the more 
enraged, though he ſhould tyre out 


| have done all they can with their 
wiſedome and wealth, they can fill 


his firengrh and waſte his-ſpirics, | { | 
and ftupifie all his ſenſes with an | 
exceſſiveintemperance, When men | 


__ 4 


_ {mas ſtill, fabgOrto the ſame dan- |: 
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jempt him from the common Lawes 


| teyerable to contend with hint thar 


| þ |firokes of his vengeance vpon his 


\ 
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gers: and iinfirmitiesas before, no- 


thing can exale him- above, or ex- 
of humanity :. neither ſhall hee be 


is mightierthan he, All his wealth 
ſhall never bee able to blinde the 
eye, or bribe the Juſtice, or re- 
firaine-the power of Almighty 


God, if hee be pleaſed toioflithe 


Conſcience, - =? 
The fourth degree of vexation 


i from the Review of chem: Fir, | 
if a man conſider the means of his | 
getting them,. His Conſcience will |. 
| {oftentimes cell him, that peradven- | 

ture hee hath-purſued indireR and |. 
unwarrantable: wayes of gaine, | 
hath ventured ro lye, flatter, | 
| ſweare, deceive, ſupplant, under- | 
{mine ,-to-corrupt and adulterate | 

'wares,-to hoord up and diflemble;. 
chemtill.a dearer ſcaſon, totrench |- 
upon Gods Day for bisownepur- |. 
poſes, that ſo hee might nor onely | 


Y 48. 
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receive, but cyen.ficale away. blel- | 
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them; How much prerious:time 
 ha{tchou'ſpent which cannever be 


part with 8} the Worldif heehzd! 
che 'diſpoſall of ir , to'bee-bur fo 


Gt Scene ifFame 
confider the ymnner, the 90rdinate 
and-dyer-eager way'of procuting | 


reeal'dagaine,foronchoure where. 
-of a tormented ſoule in: Hell wotld 


{malla-ipace wichin the poſſibili- 
ticsof falvation-againe, howtmach 
of this pretious time haſt thou 
{pent for that which is no bread, 
and which {atisficth nor ? _ 
tmany golden: opportunities'of en- 
corntingihe-pencts of thy ſoul, of 
teeding-thy faith with more'noble|| 
and 'heavenly Contemplations ion 

Gods trueth and promiſes,:onhis| 
Name and Attributes, onhis Word 
and Worſhip, of rxouzing up thy 
Soulcfrom the ſleepe of 'finne, of 
ficring up nd 'newenflamingthy 
fpiricuall-gifts., of addreffing thy 
ſelfero a more ſerious, afliduous, 
durablecommunion withthy God, 
of moutning for 'thite ome Tor-| 


por] 


| 
SY 


(thee? And ſarely to a Soule eh- | 


| ments ;toloyelife, 'to feare death, | 


ruptions, of groning and thirſting 

afcerheavenly promiſes, of rehew- |. 
ingthy yowesand reſolutions, .of 
beſieging 'and 'beſettiny Heaven 
with thy more ardent and retired 
prayers, of humbling thy ſelfe be. 
fore thy God, of bewayling the ca- 
lamicies, the ones, the duſt of Si- 
on, 'of deprecating and repelling | 
approaching Judgements, of iglo- |- 
rifying God in all his 'wayes, things 
of precious, ſpirituall 'and everia- 
= conſequence, how wy of 
theſepoltenopporeinitties' 
too much oblired loye and —_ | 
dance on the World 'Rolne 'from 


lightened theſe muſtneeds bemat- 
ters of nuch-yexation. Thirdly; if 
2 man -confider the '»/e hee hath | 
made of thetn': How 'they have 
ſtolne away his heart from truſting 
in Godto relye on them; howthey | 
have diverted his thoughts 'from | 
the life to come:, and bewitched | 
him to dote on preſent contents | 
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co: diſpenſe with much unjuſt mepil I 
ty, to: gather ruſt and fecuritie in|Þj| 0! 
Gods worſhip ?Howmuch exceſſe || 2 
and intemperance they have pro- ||| f! 
voked , how lictle of them have |J * 
been ſpent on Gods Glory and|fj\5i 
Church, how ſmall a portion wee|fj|?* 
have repayed him in his Miniers || © 
| or inhis Members ? how few na-||[[?! 
-ked backes they haye. clothed?|fj|0! 
how few empric bellics they have ||j|tt 
filled 2 how few languiſhing bow. ||) 
| els chey haverefreſhed ? how few ||? 
[good workesand ſeryicestheyhaye| | 8! 
[rewarded ? Theſe are confiderati-|| ! 
0ns which untoſcaſible conſciences ||| tt 
muft ſometime or other beger| || 
much Vexation, Fourchly , it L 
man conſider his owne former ex- ||| 
periencies, or the examples of 0-| 1a 
|thers chat bring the yanitic oft5eſe| Þ#4 
earthly things into minde,.. How| jc 
ſome of hischoyſelpleaſureshave' Jt 
now out-lived hin».and are expi- ; tu 
red; how the Lord hath ſoatched. | 
|Ifrom- his deareft embracements. 
+ thoſe Idols which were fer up. | 
againſt 
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2 _ his glory ; how many of his 


hopes have fayled,of his expeRacti- 


ons and preſumptions proyed ab. . 
ortive 3 how much money at one 
time a Sickneflſe, atanotheraſuir, 


atathirda Thiefe, at a fourth-a 
Shipwracke or miſcariage, ata fifr, 
yeaat a twentieth time a luſt hath 
conſumed and eaten out? How ma- 
ny examples there are in the world 
of witheredand blaſted eſtates, of 
the Curſe of God not onely like a 
Moth inſenfiblyconſuming, bur like 
a Lion ſuddenly tearing afunder 
creat poſſeſſions =» 


| The /aff Degree of Vexation frotn 


the Crewture is fromthe Ds/poſing 
[of them. All Creatures, finners 
eſpecially , that have no hope or 
portion in another life, doe natu- 


rally loye «preſent earihly immor-. 


rity: and therefore though they 


cannot haye itin themſelves, yetas 
the Philoſopher ſaithofliving crea» 
.. [tures,che reaſon why they generate 


18, that that Immortality which 


in their owne- particulars they can- 
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not have. , they may-7*utuom 
ſo; farre. as. they. are able. , 


| procure. in, the ſpecies or: kinde 


which, they.thus preſerve ;. ſo rich 


| and worldly. men, though they 
cannot bee immortallon the earth, 
|themſclyes, yet. they affeR an im- 
| mortality: in their namesand dycl.. 


ling places, Plal,49, 18.andthere- 
fore they. defire to. tranſmic their 
ſubſanceto ſuch ſuccefſours.as may 
have wiſedome and nobleneſſc of 
mindetocontinue it. Now thenif, 
a.man cither haye no heire,.or-one: 
that is ſo aAive as tp alter,orlocare.. 
leſſe and. ſupine as toruine all,. ei-. 


| ther baſe to diſhonourthe hpule, or | 


profuſe to overthrow it, theſe and 
many, other. the like doubcs; muſt 


needsinfinizely perplex the:mindes/ 
zat their 


of. men,. greedy to perpetu 
names, St places, Ecclefiaſt, 2, 


18, 19, 

The ſecond thing which we-pro- 
poſed. to, conſider in this argument 
was the Grounds of this Vexation, 
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Deceitfnlneſſt. - 
| Thave aclargebeforeinſifted on 
the Curſo confideredalone, Now:-I 


| amto-ſhew-inone word the Hſing 
of Fexation therefrom, The- curie 


of the- Creature: is as it were the 


Mans corruption; andthe Creatures # 


po and: contagion- of it ; and 


| 
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|| |Goldzto have it turned intoa uſe of. 


: 


( 


ct a manmmixepoylon in che moſt 
delicate wine, it will but ſo much 
the caficr, by the nimbleneſle of the 
ſpiritstherey invade theparts of the 
body, and' torment- the. bowels, 
Gold: of it ſelfe-isa preciousthing, 
burto be ſhackled with fetters of 


bondage, addes mockery to the 
affliction; and farre more precious 
to a-particular-man-is achayne of 
iron which drawes him out of a 
pit, thana chayne of Gold which 


»* 


/ I... 


him in. If a man ſhould: have 2 


clogpes: him-in apriſon; a key of | 
jiron which lets him out ofa dunge- | 
on, thana barre-of Gold thatſhuts- 


great Diamond curiouſly-cut into- 


ſharpe angles, woith many thou- 


ſand 


ene ee 


he. —_—__— 
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| Thefanitjoſthe-Greature, © 
fandp unds, in his bladder,no man! || 
1 would count hima rich,buta miſe- { [} 
. {rableandadead rhan-;' this is:juR 


the cafe betweene a man and' the. 
Creatures of themſelves without 
Chriſt co ſanQiifie them unto us ; 


——— 


ſufficiencie hee ſoall beein firaights, 


of wrath ſhall raine downe Wpon. 


finke, it would make it altogether 
loathſome; anda wicked man eats 


and overdawbed with dirt'and cur- | 
ſes. eA little, faith Salomon, which 
| the rigbteons hath 4s better than 
great riches of the ungodly : In(e | 
itis not, but Quoad hominem, 


their owne being, yet mingled with 
our corruptions and luſts, they are 
curned into poylon, into the Gall 
of Aſpes within a man, they will 
not ſuffer himto feele any quietnes 
in his belly, 1 the fulneſſe of his 


and while hee is cating, the ſary 
21m, Let a mans meat-bee never 


ſo ſweet in iclelfe, yerifhe ſhould. 
tetmper the ſawce with dirt outof a 


all his mear like ſwine wrapped up. 


choughthe things bee excellent in | 


n 


regard 
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| of thankefull affeQions in him, a 


I che wicked mans abundance turnes' 


©" TheVexationof the Spirit, 


1 [regard/ of the man iris : for that| 
lirle which arighteous man hath is 


to him an experience of Gods Pro. 
miſe, a branch of his love,ameanes 


viaticum unto Heaven'; whereas 


into his greater curſe, their table 
becomes: their ſnare , and thoſe 
things which ſhould have been for 
their good prove unto themanoc- 
cafion of falling. God makes his 


theunjuſt,on a garden of ſpices, & 

on a dunghill :butin the one it be- 
getteth a ſweet ſayour of praiſe and 
obedience, in the otherir cayſerth 
vp royſome luſts , which prove 
alayour unto death . And who 


Sunne to ſhine on the juſt and on | 


had notrather bee free in a cottage, 
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Paul diſtivguiſheth of #Rewardand} 
« Difpenſis #n. If I preach the Goſ- 
pell willing, 1 have a Reward; if 
4ainft my will, a Diſpenſation bs 
committed unto mee, Wee may, 
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= ſandpounds, in his bladder,no ys i: 
1 would counthima rich,buta mile. : 
+rable anda dead rhan;;\this is juſt 


the caſe betweene a man and' the: 
Creatures of themſelves without 
Chriſt co ſanRifie them unto us ; 
thoughthe things bee excellent in 


our corruptions and luſts, they are. 
ecurned into poyſon, into the Gall 
of Aſpes within a man, they will 
not ſuffer himto feele any quietnes 
in his belly, 7» the fulneſſe of bis 
ſufficiencie hee ſoall bee in flraights, 


and while hee is eating, the fary 
of wrath ſhall raine downe #pox 
21m, Let a mans meat: bee never 
ſo ſweet in icſelfe, yerifhe ſhould. 
termper the ſawce with dirt outof a. 
finke, it would make it altogether 
loathfome; anda wicked man eats 
all his meat like {wine wrapped up. 
and overdawbed with dirt'and cur- 


cheir owne being, yet mingled with | 


ſes. e litle, faith Salomon, which | 
| the rigbteons "hath is better than 
greas riches of the ungodly : In(e | 


itis not, but Quoad hominem, in| 


regard! | 


em 
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| revard' of 'the man itis : for thar| 
little which a righteous man hath is! 


| of thankefull affe&ions 'in him, a 


{che wicked mans abundance turnes 


their good prove untothemanoc- 
\cafion of falling. God makes his 
| Sunne toſhine on the'juſt and on | 
theunjuſt,on a garden of ſpices, & 
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to him an experience of Gods Pro. 
miſe, a branchof his love,ameanes 


viaticurm unto Heaven'; whereas 


into his greater curſe, | their table 
becomes: their ſnare , and thoſe 


things which ſhould have been for 


on a dunghill :butin the one it be- 
getteth a ſweet ſayour of praiſe and 
obedience, in the other it rayſerh 
vp noyſome luſts , which prove | 
a ſayour unto death , And who! 


had not rather bee free in a cottage, 


Pan! diſtinguiſheth of #Rewardand 
4 Diſpenſation, If I preach the Goſ- 
pell willing, 1 have a Reward; if 
againſt my will, @ Difþenſation 1. 
committed unto mee, Wee may}; 
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'" TheVexation of the Spirit. 
| good things which the fairhfull en- 


| burden and bufineſſe, not the Re. 
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toy though but ſmall, are. yer Re- 
wards and. Accefſions unto the 
Kingdome of God and his righte- 
uſneſſe, and fo long they bring || 
Joy, and peace with them z but uv» 
ca the wicked they: are meetelya 
Difpenſation, they haye onely the! 


ward nor-benediRion ofthe Crea- 
lee... :-'. 5. 


- 


Tit.1.15. 
Hag.2,12, 


'Rev.10.9. 
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raptcon.of nature which maketh bic- 
' terand uncleane eyery+thing that: 
toucheth it, Tc-polluteth boly. fleſh, 
much more will it-polluce ordinary 
things. Wee, reade of a Roule 
which.was ſweet inthe mouth, but 
birterneſle in the belly: Such are the 
. Creatures ; In the.-bowels of men, 
| theis hearts and copſciences (which 
. are the Seminaries of Corruption) 
; they turne icto Gall, however in 
' the mouth they have ſome ſmatch 
of hovey. in:therw, For this.is a_con- 
 fantRule, Then aply doththe Cree. 
(tre fatisfic a man whenit is yo 
| | Þ: tabh 
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| TheVexation of the Spirir. 


The Reaſon why the ſame propor- 
tion is unſufficient for a Prince, 
which is abundant fora priyatman, 
is becauſethe occaſions of theprince 
aremore vaſt, mafſie, and nume- 


fions of a man in Chriſt, that doth 


| not ranfacke the Creature for hap-| 
pineſſe, are limited and ſhortened, 
' whereas another mans are ſtill ac} 


large: forhe isin a way, his eye is 
travels homeward wil multiply bu- 


inthe way. In his houſe he can 
finde ſundry employments to bu-. 


whereas inthe Inne hecares for no- 


able to his occaſions and neceſſities, 


' rous thanthe occaſions of a priyat | 
man, Now the deſires and occa-} 


upon an end, hee uſeth the world | 
| butas an Inne, and no man that 


finefles unneceſſarily upon him{lfe] 


fie himſclfe about, the education'of| 
his children, the governement ofhis | 
family, the managing of his eſtate] 
are able tofill-up all his thoughes, | 


thing bur his refreſhment 8creſt:So| 
here, The fairhful make their home} 


| 
| 


; 


their buſinefle, how to have their 
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Solatia 1101: 
negotia. 


1 


{.freſhmenes io the way, which there- 


| but onely as interims and neceſſary 


: converſation.in. Heaven , how to 
have afree and-comfortable uſe of 
the food of life, how to.reliſhthe 


3 
[ 


;chemſelyesa further degree of glo- 
ry, how to entaile their ſpiritual! 
riches to their poſterity in a pious 


The Vexation of the Spirit, | 


mercies o#God, how to governe 
their eyill hearts, how to pleaſe 


God their Father and Chriſt their 


 Husband; how to ſecure their inter- 


eſt in their expeRed inheritance, 
how to-thrive in grace, to be rich 
in good workes, to purchaſe to 


education of their children, theſe 
aretheiremployments : thethipgs 
of this life are not matters of their 
Home, but onely comfortable re- 


fore they uſe not as their grand oc- 
caſ1ons to create buſineſles to them, 


reſpites. So that hereby their oc-| 
caſions being few and narrow,thoſe 
things which they heere enioy are 
unto thoſe occaſions largely ſutea- 
ble, and. by conſequent very iatiſ- | 
facorie unto their deſires. ' But | 


worldly | 
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| The Vexationof the Spivit. 


worldly men archere athome, they 
; have their portion inthis life : here- | 
| upon their deſires are yaſt,and their | 
; occaſions ſpringing out of thoſe de= | 
fires, infinite, A man in the right : 
way finds atlaſt an end to his jour= 
ney, but hee that isoutof the way 
| wanders infinitely without any ſuc- 
| ceſſe, Reſt is that which the de- 
; fires and wings of the ſoule do till 
carry men upon, Now the fairhful 
being alwayes in the way, do with 
comfort goeon, though it be per- 
| adventure deep and heavy, becauſe 


home at laſt ; but wicked men in 
a fairer way are never ſatisfied, be- 
caufe they haye not before them 


For inordizate Inſts are ever infintt, 
What made the heathen burne in 
luſt one- towards another , but 
becauſe the way of Netnre is fi- 
nite, but the way of Sinne infinite? 


perout have an officer about him, 
who was called Arbiter Neroniane 


G 3 hbidins, 


they are ſure it will bring them |. 


that reſt-which their ſoule defires, | 
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The Yexation of the Spirit. 


libidiais, the Inventer and Contri- |- 
ver ofnew wayes of uncleannefle, 
butbecauſe luſt is infinite > What | 
made eMeſſalina that prodigie of | 
"women, whom 1 preſume Saint | 
Paul had a particular relation to, 
Rom.1.26- Preflaere ad incogni. | 
ras libidenes asthe Hiſtorian ſpeaks, 
proltituce her ſelfe with greedines 
unto unnaturall and unknowne a- | 
bominations, but becauſe luſt is in- 
finite ? What Inakes the ambitious 
manneyer leayeclimbing ,. till hee 
build a neſt int he Starres;the coye- 
tous man never leave ſcraping , till 
es, and cheſts, and! 
| houſes, and yet cau neyer fill the 
hell of his owne defires, the Epi- 


polir.1,x.5.9 cure never ccaſe ſwallowivg , and 


ſpuing, and Raggering, and inven- 
ting new arts of catches,and rounds 
and healths,and caps,avd meaſures, 
and dajanation ; the {wearer finde 
out new godsto inyoke, and have 
change of oathes as it wereof fa- 
ſions; the ſuperſtitious Traveller 
rnane from England to. cones, | 
and 
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of our Saviour, or thenayles ofhis 
| Croſſe, orthe priat of his feer,and 


much FYexation of rnind,not to have 
our poſſcſlions in any m2aſure pro- 


fromthence to Rome, and from 
Rome to Loretto, and after that to 

Jeruſalem ro worſhip the milke of | 
our Lady, or the cratch and tomb 


| 
[ know not wharother fond delufi- 
ons of filly men, who had rather 
finde falyation avy where than in 
the Scriptures ; What is the reaſon 
of theſe and iafinite the like abſur- 
dities, bur becauſe Luft is 1ufinite ? 
and inftaite Luſt will breed infinite 
occaſions, and infinite occaſions 
will require iofinite wealth, andin- 
taite wit, and infinite firengeh, and. 
infinite infiruments to bring them 
2bout : and this muſt needs beger 


parcionable to our occaſions, 
The third a2d laſt ground is the 


| Creatrres deceitfatne(ſe , there is. 


no onething will more diſquiet the | 


| minde_.thau to be defeated. Thoſe ; 


things wherein men feare miſcarci- 


age, or expect diſappointment,they 
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Eſai.64. 3. 
Eſai.30.13 
| Elai.47,9 
| Pſal.58,9. 
| 2.Pet.3. 1. 
Zech.5-2,9 


DES 


Co. 


| ſevere Judzement. And therefore 


{e0que sntrepidys: Hee foreſaw,and 


4 —_— 
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prepareſucha diſpolitioa of minde 
as may be fitto beare it: but when 
a man is ſurprized with evill,che uo- 
velty encreaſeth the vexation. And 
therefore the Scripture uſeth to ex- 
preſſe the greatneſie cf a judge- 
ment by che #nexpefteancfſſe of it : 
When thog didfterrible things which 
we looked not for, The unexpeRance 
doth adde uvto the Terrout. 4A 
breach in an inflant, a. momentary, 
a ſudden deſtruftion, a ſwift dam- 
uation, a flying ronle, a winged wo- 
man; ſuch are the expreflions of a 


it. was a wiſc obſervation which. 
Tacitus made of a great Romane, 
hee was Ambignarum rerum ſciens 


by. conſequence was not ſo much 
troubled with evill eyents,as thoſe 
whom. they did ſurprize. Now 
men are apt to promiſe-.chemſclyes 
much contentinent in the fruition of 
earthly things, like the foole in the 
Parable,and to be herin diſappoin- 


ted isthe ground of much yexation, | 
When 
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Whena mantrayels in a deep way 
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and ſces before him a large ſmooth 
plaine, hee preſumes that will re- 
compence the toyle hee was for- 
merly put to ; but when hee comes 
toit, and findes it as rotten, as 
full of ſloughes, and bogges and 
quagmires as his former way, his 
trouble is the more multiplied, be- 
cauſe his hopes are deceived. The 
Divell and the World beget in 


mens mindes large hopes,and make 
profuſe promiſes to thoſe that will 


worſhipthem ; anda man ata di- 


fance ſees abundance of pleaſure | 
and happineſſe in riches, honours, | 
high places, eminent imployments, 
and the like ; bue when. hee hath 
his hearts deſire, and peradventure 
hath our-climb'd the very.modeſty 
of his former wiſhes, hath yentur'd | 
to breake through. many a hedge;to 
make gaps through GodsLaw and 
nisowne Conſcience, that he might 
by ſhorter paſſages haſten to the 


\ findes at laft that there was more 


[doll hee ſo much worſhipped, hee. 


Hyg. trouble 
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Clem. Alex. 
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in Pedag. | 


Aa fac, 


| Idoll of that people, Aman comes 


lauded inhisexpeRation.The world 
ufeth a man as Ivie doth an Oke,|. 
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trouble in the fruition, than expe- 
Qation at the diſtance ; that all this 
is bur like the Egyptian Temples, \ 
where through a ſtately frontiſpice 
and m2gnificent ſiructure a man 
came with much- preparations of 
reverence and worſhip bur to the 
[Image of anugly ape,the ridiculous 


co the worldas toa Lotterie with a 
head, full of hopes and projeRts to 
get a prize, and returnes with a 


heart full of blankes, utterly de- 


the cloſer it gets to the heart, the| 
more itclings and twiſts aboutthe 
affections (though it ſeeme to pro- 
miſe and flutter much) yet it doth| 
indeed but cat out his real ſubſtance 
and choake him in the embra- 
ces, 

Firſt then, they decesve onr| 
Indgements, make us thinke better |. 
of them than they deſerve ; they 
deale with usas the Philitins with | 


Sampſon, they beginne at ouc eyes, 
I nk 
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| Thus che Diyell beganne to beguile 
| Eve, When ſh:e ſaw that the Tree 
| was good,and pleaſant to the eyes, 
then bcivg thus firſt deceived, ſhee 
became a tranſgreſſor : and thus E- 
| [au diſputes himſfelfe our of his 


Birth-right ; Iam at the point of | 


death, the portage will make mee 
live, che Birth-right will not goe 
iato the greve with me ; I will pre- 
terre my life before my privi- 
-\ ledge, 

' Secondly, they deceive onr hopes 
| #ndexpeflations, Achanpromilſcd 
bimſelfe nwuch happinefſe in a 
wedge of Gold and Babyloniſh 
earment ; bur they were denoted 
and curſed things, they did not 
onely deceive him, but undoe him; 
The wedge of gold (if 1] may fo 
{peake) did ſerye to no other pur- 
poſe but to cleaye aſunder his ſoule- 
from his body, and the Babylo- 
niſh garment bur for a ſhroud, Ge- 
hevier preſumptions were vaſt, and 


ro bey garmeats, and olive yards, 
and 


OY . 
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Gen.z.6. 
1.Tiw,2.14 


Gen. 25.32 


) 30, 


| che bargaine he thought very eaſe, | 


. 
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porn agery gen] 


excn,and man-ſervants and maid: | 


ous and mercerary.lye, he thought | 
hee had provided well for his po-| 
ferity by.the reward of Naaman; |. 
butche-eyent proves quite contra- | 
ry, hee providednothing but ale- 
proſic for himſclfe and his ſeed for 
* ever... 
F $55» They deceive our hopes in re- 
 Tſpefof Good; They promiſe long | 
- : _ life, and yerthe ſame night a mans 
z-25.7 foule is taken from him, and they | 
| the infiruments-of that calamitie , 
How many men have periſhed by 
their honours ? How many have 
' beene caten vp by their pleaſures ? 
How many hath the greedy defire | 
of wealth powred out into the 
Icr;2-36, grave? They promiſe peace and ſafe- 
ty.(as wee ſee how Iſrael boaſted 
Hoſrc,s, 10 theirmountaines, confederacies, 
Elay 47. 8. ſupplies from Egypt and Aſyria,in 
I, theirowne.counſelsand inventians) | 
Iob 6.19, and.yet alltheſe end in ſhame-and 
299 .. | Ciſappoinemevr piers li- |. 
2 bi ertie!. 


— ——_— 
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— 


ſervants at the price of an offici-| | 


Laſtly, They deceive us likewiſe 
in reſpefF of - evill, No Creatures, 
however they may-promiſe Immu- 
nity and deliverance, can doe a 
man any-good when the Lord will 
' | bee pleaſed to ſendeyill upon him. 


| 


And yet it is not for nothing .that 
a. truth - ſo - univerſally confeſſed 
ſhould yer be repeated in the ſcrip= 
ture, That filver, and gold,and cor- 


ruprible things are not a fit price for 


boly men of God foreſaw a time 
when falſe Chrifts, and falſe Pro- | 
phets ſhould come into the world, 

which ſhould ſer falyarioa to (ale, | 


and { 


Hoſt 0-13] 


the ſoules of men. Doubtleſle the |. 


Phal.6.9.] 


ler.16. 19, 


Y 56e 


r.Per. 1.13} 
Plal 49.7.8; * 


Rey.1$.13 


a , 
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|ofmen- (as wee ſee; at this day in 


The Ve xation of the Spirit. 


—_ Mean 


and make merchandiſe of the Souls 


popiſh Indulgencies,and Pennance 
and the like no lefle ridiculous 
than impious ſuperſtitions,) Nei- 


Prov.11,4. 
TOgd«- 
Ezck.7.19 
Zeph, 1.18 


Eſay.28, 
14-15. 


| did flatterthemſelvesin the conceit- 


Treaſures doe not profit in the day of 
death: a ſpeech repeated by two 
P:ophers after ' him . . For ſurely 
choſe holy men knew how ap: 
wealth and greatnefſe is to be- 
witch a man with conceirs of im- 
mortality , as hath beene ſhewed, 
Who were they that madea coyc- 
nant with death , and. were art an 
aoreement with hell te paſſe from 
chem, bur the ſcornetull men, the 
rulers of the peopic, which had a- 


Who were they that did put farre 
away the evill day, and in de- 
ſpighe of the Prophets threatnings 


of their firme and inconcuſſible c- 
ſtate, bur they: who wereat caſc 
in Sion , - who truſted upon the 


——_C—_ 


cher is it fornothing,that S4/omen 
tells us, That riches, yea whole 


bundance of wealth and honour ?| 
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Mountaines of Samaria, who lay 


upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretched 


Yet weeſce all this was but deceit, 
they. goe captive with the firſt of 
thoſe that goe captive ,, and the 
banquet of 

themſelyes is remooyed, All earth- 
ly ſupports without God are but 
like a Rately houſe on the ſand, 
without a foundation; a man ſhall 
bee buried in his owne pride. He 


and. ſhould deliver others , ſhall 
bee too weake for his owne de- 
fence, hee that is ſwift ſhall bee-a- 
miazed,and not dare to fly; if he be 
a bow-man,at a great diſtance,it he 
bee a rider and haye a greatadyan- 


and hee that is couragious, and ad- 
ventures to ſtand out, ſhall bee fain 


—" 


themſclyes upon their Couches.. 


them: that ſtretched ' 


that is ſtrong ſhall bee to ſeeke of] 
his ſtrength, hee that is mightie | 


tage, hee ſhall yer bee overtaken, 


to flye . away naked at the laſt. , 
What ever hopes or refuges any | 
Creature can affoorda manin thele | 


— 
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Amos6:,7 ; 


Amos 2.14 j 
I6, | 


Amos 9,2:.} 


Co 
Obad.yver. | 
3.9. 
Eſai.57-13-j 
ler.2.28, | 
Deut.32. 
374% | 
JEr.lIs I 2. , 


troybles, they are nothing 'buc-|. 
, 'froth | 


| 
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froth and yanitie, the Lord chal. 

_ tengesand derides them all. And 
— og "Wh the Prophet Eſay gives a ſound 
Eſa.;z1.3. | reaſon of it all, The Egyprians 
| | are men ananot God; and theer hoy- 
i fes are fleſh and not ſpirit : whey 
- the Lord ſhall flretch out his hand, 
| beth bee that helpeth, ſhall fall;and 
hee that is holpen ſhall fall downe, 
and they all ſhall fayle together, 

Y 57. Before wee proceed to the laſt 
1 thing propoſed ; here is aqueſtion 
to be anſwered, If the: Creatures | 


bee fo full of Vexation, Ic ſhould 
ſeeme -that ir is unprofitable, and 
by conſequence unlawfull either to 
labeur or to pray for them. Which 
yet is plainely contrary to Chrifts 
direRion, Give us our dayly bread, 
and contrary to the praRice of the 
S1ints who uſe to call for the fat. 


neſſeof-the carth and dew-of hea- 
ven, peace of walls and proſperity 
of Palaces upon thoſe: whem-they 
blefle, 

To which Tanſwer, That which 


isevill by-accident doth not. preju- 
SR dice 


| 


| dice that which is cood-in It ſcife- 
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and by Gods Ordination . Now 
the Vexation: which hath: beene | 
ſpoken of, is not an effet flowing | 
naturally out of the condition of | 
the Creature, bur ariſcth meerely | 
by accident; upon the reaſonof its| 
ſeparation from God, who at firft | 
did appoint his oawne blefled com- 
mugion. to goe along wich his 
Creatures, Now things which are 
good in chemſclves, but acciden- | | 
rally evill may juſtly bee the objeR | 
of our prayers and endeavours: 
And ſo-on the other fide, many 
things there are which in them- 
ſelves alone are evill, yet by the 
providence and ps ve of-God 
they have a good ifſue,they- worke 
together for the beſt to themthat | 
loye God. It was good for David 
thar hee had beene afflited: yer 
wee may notlawfully pray for ſuch | 
evils on our ſelves or others, = 
preſumption of Gods goodneſleto | 
eurne them to the beſt, Who 
doubts that the - calamities of - the | 
Church |: 


— dd 
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Churchdoe at this time flirre up: 
the harts of mento ſeekethe Lord 
and his face, and to walke hum- 
bly and fearefully before him: yet 
{that'man ſhould bee a curſe and 
prodigie in the eyes of God and | 
men, who ſhould till pray for the 
| | calamitiesof Sion, and co ſee the 
| Nonesof Jeruſalem Rillin the duſt, 
Death is in it ſelfe an cvillthing(for 
che Apoſile calls it 4 enemy,1,Tor.,. 
T5.) yer by the infinite power and 
mercy of God, who delights to 
| bring good outof eyill, and beau- 
ty out of aſhes, it hathnot onely 
the ſting taken away; but is made 
anenterance into Gods owne pre- 
ſence, with reference unto which 
benefit, the Apoſtle defirech ro bee 
aiſſolued end tobe with Chriit,Phil, 
1.23, Now ootWithflandiog this 
goodaefle which death. by acci- 
dent brings along witty it, yet be- 
ing init ſclfe a Deſtruftive thing, 
wee may lzwhully in the defires of 
! our ſoule ſhrink from.ic and decline 
it,. Example whereof wee have. Mn 
| the 
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man to pray univerſally againſt 
death, becaule that were to with- | 
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was of all as the moſt bitter, ſo the 
molt precious : and yet by reaſon 
of that bitterneſſe which was in it, 
hee prayes againſt it,preſenting un- 
to his Father the dcfires of his 
Soule for that life which hee came 
tolay downe: as his obedience to 
his Father, and love to his Church 
made him moſt willingly embrace 
death, ſo his love to the integrity of 
his humane nature, and feare of fo 


made him asſcrionſly to decline it. 


the common. rode thither through 
the darkepaſlages of death, 2.Cor. 
5.4.  Unlawiull indeed ic is for any 


ſand the Statutes of God, Heb.g.. 


oer wee may, as Exzecchiab did, 
1 King. 20.1,2. reſerving ſtill a ge- 


| _ crees 


the dearh of Chriſt bimſelfe,whi-*; : 


heavy preſſures as he wasto feele, | 


And though che Apoſtle did moſt | 
earneſtly defire to be with Chriſt, | 
yet hedidin the ſame defire decline | 


27. but againſt any particular dan- | 


nerall ſubmiſſion to the wil and:de- | 
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| | the confideration of that:#/e which 


| humiliation in the ſpirit of-a man, 
upon the fight of thoſe fins which 


] Creatures of God. Sinne was the 


crees of God. For wee are bound. 


\in ſuch acaſertouſeall good meang, 


andto pray for Gods bleſſing upon 
them, . which amounts to a prayer. 
apainſt the danger it ſelfe, So then; 


|by the Rule of contraries, though! 
[che Creatittes bes full of Vanitie and | 


vyexation, yet this muſt not{wallow 
| up the appcchenfion of that good- 
nefle which God hath put into 
them, nor put off the | deſires of | 
men from ſeeking chem of Cod in 
choſe jult prayers which hee hath 
preſcribed,and in thoſe lawfuil en- 
deyonrs which hee hath comman- 
ded and allowed, | 
The third thivg propoſed was 


wee ſhould make of this Vexati- 
on of the Creature. Andfirſt, rhe 


Faith-in the heart muſt needs work 


have ſo much defaced: the: good 


| ficſt thing that did peſter the. earch 


with 


—_—_— 


conſideration thereof mingled with | 


| The Vexation of the Spivie. ; | 


{hath filFdall the Creation with ya- 


| cer of the ſoule ; touch a wound 
{| wich the ſofteſt Lawne, and there 
| | will ſmart ariſe;ſo though the Crea- 


—_— 
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with thomes, Gen $3.17, 18-and 


nity and bondage, Sinne isthe ul- 


tures be neyerſo harmeleſle, yer as 
ſoone as they come tothe hearrof a 


ruption there, as mult needs beger 
paine to the Soule, The palate, 
prepoſſeſt with a bitter humour, 
findes ics owne diftemper in the 
{weetelt meat it taſtes; fo the ſouie 
having the ground of bitrerneſle in | 
it ſelfe findes the ſame affeRion in | 
every cizing that comes neere it. 
Death it ſelte, though -ic bee none 
of Gods workes, but the ſhame 
and deformitie of the Creature, 


_ ——_—_— 


{yet without ſinne ir hath 'no-ing 


init, 1.Cor.15.5 5. how.much lefle 
Ring, thinke wee, have thoſe things 
which were made for.the.comforts 
of mans life, .if finne were not the 
Serpent that did lurke:under them 
all? Doeſt thou then in thy ſwifteſt 

Vo.” | careere 


om. 


man,there isſo much finne and cor=| 


| 


| 
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 |trareere of earthly delights, -when i 


chouart poſtiog in the wayesof thy 


eyes, feele a curbe privily galling 
|chy conſcience, aſecret dampe fca- 
zing upon thy ſoule, and affrigh- 


ding judgements, fee a hand againſt 
che wall writing bitter things a- 
g2inſt thee ? Doſt thou in all thy 
lawfull Callings finde much ſweat 
of brow , much toyle of braine, 
much plunging of Ro much 
| care of heart in compaſling thy juſt 
| and lawfull intendments ? Doe not 


which all this may ſuggeft unto 


| chee', take advantage -to fiſh 


in this troubled water. Cer- 
tainely, there is ſome Jonah that 
hath rayſed this florme;, there is 


— F ; 
| b 


heart, and in the fight -of thine | | 


ting it with diſmall ſuſpicions and | 
trembling preoccupations of atten- | 


loſe the opportunity of that good || 


| 


ſomeſinne orother thathath cau- 


| ſedall this trouble ro thy ſoule. Do 


not repine at Gods providence, nor. 


' {quarrell with the dumbe Creatures 


but let thine indignation refleR up- | 
ON ! 
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| on thine owne heart; and as eyer | 
| |-chou hopeſt to haye the ſwear of 


| | finne, awakethy Saviour with the 


—_— 
LD 


thy-brow abated , or the care of 
thy heart remitted, or the curſe of 
the Creature removed, caſt thy ſelf 
| downe before God, throw out thy 


cry of thy repentance, and all the 
honours will bee ſuddenly calmed. 
Certainely the more power any 
.mman-hathoverthe corruption of his 
Naturec,-the eſſe power hath the 
Ring ofany Creature over his hearr. |. 
Though thou haſt but a dinner of 
herbes with a'quiet conſcience, re- 
conciled unto -God , thou doeſt | 
therein findemore ſweetneſſe than 
in a fatted Oxe withthe contentions 
of a troubled heart, When ever 
therefore wee finde this Thorne in 
| the Creature; wee ſhould throw 
.our ſelves downe before God,and 
in ſome ſuch manner asthis bewaile 
the finne of our. heare, which is 
the- root. of that Thorne, Lord, | 
thou art a God of peace and beau- 
ty,and whateyercomes from thee 


muſt 


"Wm 
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muft needs. originally have- peace 
and beauty in ic. The Earth was 
a Paradiſe whenthou didflt firſt be- 


hath. turned it into a Deſferc, and 
curs'dall the increafe-thereof with 
Thornes, The honour which. thou 
gaveſt mce was a gloriaus attribute, 
aſparkle of thine owne fire,a beam 
of thine one light, an impreſe of 
thine owne Image, a charaQer 0 
thine-owne. power; but my finnef 
hath put a Thorne into mine ho- 
\nour, my greedinefle when I look 
upward to get higher, and my gid- 
dinefle when I looke downeward 
for feare of falling,never leaves my 
heart without anguiſh &. yexation, 
The pleaſure which thou alloweſt 
mee to injoy is full of ſweetrefreſh- 
ment, but my finne hath put a 
Thorneinto this likewiſe ; my ex- 
ceſſe and ſenſuality hath ſo choaked 
ithy Word, fo ſifled all ſeeds of 

—_—_ in my-minde, ſo like a 


time, ſtolne away all opportuni- 


| ties | 


——— — _ x — — 


{ 


tow it upon mee, but- my ſinne | 


_ { Cankerovergrowne all my precious: 
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| bowels, and fatisfied the fainting 


| 
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ties of grace, melced and waſted 
all my firength, that now wy re- | 
freſhments are become -my difea- 
ſes. The Riches, which thou ga- 
veſt mee, as they come-from thee, 


areſoyeraigne bleſſings, wherewith | 


I might abundantly have glorified 
thy Name,and ſerved thy Church, 
and ſupplyed thy Saints, and made 
the eyesthat ſaw mee to bleſle me, 
and the eares that heard-me to bear 
witneſſe to mee , wherewith 1 


might have covered the naked| 


backe , and cured the bleedivg 
wourdz, and filled the hungry 


deſires ofmine owne Saviour in his 


diftrefled members : but my finne | 


hath put in ſo many Thormes of 
pride, hardnefle of hearr,uncom- 
paſſionateneſſe, endlefle cares, fe- 
curitie and reſolutions of finne, and 
the like, as are ready to pierce me- 
thorow with many forrowes, The: 
Calling wherein thou haſt placed 


mee is honeſt and profitable ro men 


j 


wherein I might ſpend my time a 


OS. L.A. 1 


hs 1 __ glorifying 


_—_ mo lt) A CABO DOD i ot es. 4 es 28 Atria -- G c O 
P eee ae I, as BEAR a 
y, v . a - _ k wy 
my ” _= 
qv FEES ro on 
WS 7 
Be. 
1 ON 
« v3 o 


- [{o that now thy wrath is as well 


. | horre my -ſelfe , and abominate 


| thoſe curſed finnes, which. have 


The Vexation of the Spirit, 


glorifying thy Name, in obedience 
rothy will, in attendance on thy 
bleffings ; but my finne hath 
brought ſo much ignorance aud in- 


apprehenſion upon my underſian- 
F + , {o alas 4 weakneſſe up- 
on my body , fo much intricate- 
nefle upon my employments, fo 
much ruſt and luggiſhnefle upon 
my faculties , {o much earthly- 
mindedneſſeupon my heart, as that 
Iam not able without much diſ- 
comforttio goeon in my calling, Al 
thy Creatures areofrchemſclyes full 
of honour and beauty,the beames 
and glimpſes of thine owne glory; 
' but our finne hath Rained the beau- 
ty of thine owne handie-worke, 


revealed from Heaven as thy glo- 
ry, wee now ſec inthemthe prints 
as well of thy terrours as of thy 
goodnefie, 

And now, Lord, 1 doe in 
humbleneſſe of heart trucly ab- 
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| and perſon, bat have ſpread de. 

| formitie and confuſion npon all: 
thoſe Creatutes, in which thine 

| owne wiſedome and poiyer had: 


| 


} and ſabordin?:c to our maine end . 


ſweet an order, After fome ſich 


| thoſe 1 meane which axe branches 
j of the Vezation, 5! the Creature, 


| teouſacfſe , Secondly , when the 


<— 
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not onely defiled mine owne nature 


planted ſo great a beauty , abd fo 
manner as this oughr the confide. 
ration of the thornynefſe of the 
| 


chereof, | ; | 
Secondly , the conſideration 
hereof ſhould make us wiſe to pre- 
yeht thoſe cares which the crea- 
tnfe$ are ſoapt to bepet i the hearte: 


There is a twofold (are, Regrilar, 


| end, ſuch as is both ſuteable with, 
che kingdome of God and hisrigh- 


meanes of procuring that end are 


Creature-humble ts in che fighe of| 
choſe ſinnes which ate the 00ts j+ 


| and Irrepnlar. Cae is then Re-|' 
oular 2 Firft, whenic hath a Right 


. 

; 
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right; for wee may not doe evill 
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| roeffet Good : Recovery was 
{lawfull end which Ahbazsah did 


propoſe, butto enquire of Baa/- 
z:bub was a meanes which did 


Saint Autine is reſolute, that if it 
were pollibleby an officious lie to. 
compaſle the redemption of the 
whole world, yet ſo weighty and 
univerſall a good muſt rather be let 


fall, than brought abour by the 


} ſmalleſt evill, Thirdly, when the 


. manner of it sr good, andthatis,firſt, 
when the Care is: moderate, Phil.g., 


| 5,6.Secondly,whea it is with /ub- 
| muiſſion to the will and wiſedome of 
-| God; when wee can with. comfort 
j ofheart, and with much confidence 

| of a happy iflue recommend every 

] thing that concernes us to his pro- 
| vidence and diſpoſall, can- be con- 
' } tent to have our humonrs maſtered, 


and conceits captivated to his o- 
bedience, when wee can with Da- 
vid reſolve not to'.torment our 
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 poyſon the whole buſineſſes nay. 


hearts with needlefle and endlefle 
| projeRs, buttorowle our ſelyes.up- | | 


F 
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on Gods proteQion, If 1 ſpall find | 


favonr in his eyes, bee will bring ms 5, 
againe, ana ſhew mee both the Arke | 
and his habitation; But if bee (ay 
thus unto mee, [ have no delight 
in thee, let him doe to mee as (ee- 
meth good unto him. Such was the 
reſolution of Els, It sr the Lord, 


Such the ſubmiſſion of the diſciples | 
of Czfarea, when they could nor 


| 
| 
lalem, The willof the Lord:be done. — 
Cleane contrary tothat wicked re- | * 
ſolution of the king of Iſrael in the | 2.King,s 
_ | famine, Ther evill is of the Lord, . 33+ 
what ſhonld I m_ the Lord avy | 
longer ? Now infthis reſpeR care is |- 
not 2 renntigibn a duty; hee is 
worſe than #1 Infidell that pro- _ 
vides noc for his owne. . Our Savi- *-Tw-s.3. 
. | ourhimſclichada bag in his family, 
| {and S/onmw ſends fooliſh and im- | 
provident. men unto the ſinalleſt 
Creatures to learne this care, Prov. 
6.8, 

That Care then whichis a branch | 


perſwade Paul to ſtay from: leru- | | 


b | | Mr of | 


. 
: 


let hiry doe what” ſeemeth him good, LSam-3 LA 


| 


; x,Cor.3,6, 
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of & this. Vexation | is not axudÞ Be 


Hens, 6 citing, aimuiding, _ 
ng care, againlt which _ 


}the rather to ficive, not te be 


cauſe it is ſoapt to ariſe ary 
Creature coupling in with the cor- 
ryption of mans heaut, butalſo be- | 
cauſe af its owne eyill quality, i ir 
being bach Superfiuous and ſonſoll, 
Firſt, Irregular cares are ſuper flu- 
94, and improper. o the ends 
which wee dire them upon, and 
that not ro our maine end onely , 
Happireſſe, which men toyling to 
diſcoyer in the Creature whereir is 


d. ple, and yexation; 
oeywer ends which 


thing but 
but even to thoſe 
the Creatures are- 
able unto , Far s»WſÞz properly 
velongs the IuduFiry, but wnto God 


{ing and ſucceſſe of all. "Though 
Pax! plant and Apollo waters, it is 


Boer and ſutc- | 


he care, unto us the labour and us | 
{ of meanes, but untq God the bleſ- 


ODIN Fl} 


not, doe inff d_ thereof finde no. ] 


| 


creaſe, hee muſt bee truſted with 


God onely that can give the en-| 
--f| 


— 


- - ; . 
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| renner trimmer 
the events of all our induſtry, Perer | Mat.r4.24| 
| never beganto finke till hee began | 
co doubt, that was the fruit of his 
carking and unbeleefe. Which of 
you by taking thought can adde | Luk,r2.25. 
| {| one cubite to his ſtature , ſayth | 
Chriſt, our cares can never bring to 
paſſe our ſmaileft defires; becauſe 
I fay the care of events was ever 
Gods prerogative and belonged 
wholly to his providence, Upon | | ,, 
nm wee muſt caſt our care, upon 
him wee muſt unlode our burdevs, | Þ fal.z5.22 
and hee will ſiſtaine us, Wee are | 
all of ove family, of the houſhold 
| of God and of faith, now wee} 
| know children are not to lay up for | Eph. 2.19.f 
parents, but parents for children, | GY.5. 10 | 
| If wee ſhould ſee a childe cark and | 
| royle for his living , wee ſhould | 
preſently conclude that hee was left 
to the wide world, and had no! 
| father to provide for him and that 
isour Saviours argument, Take 9 | Mars, 32 
| chonght,; for your beaventy Father 
kuoweth you have need of theſe 
rbings. Let us therefore-learne to 
I 4 ca(t} 


et. 5.5 


wy 


ae EET "IE 


Or 
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I caſt our telyes upon God, Firſt, 
| in Fanth,dependiog upon the erath 
of his promiſes, Hee hath (ayd 1 
| will not faile thee, nor forſake thee, | 
Heb. 1.3.5. | 30d upon the All (uffscency of bs 
| Dane3.1 - Power, our God whom wee ſerve 
© is able to deliver us, This was| 
that which comforted David. in 
| that bicter diflreſſe, when Z'iglag 
was burnt by the Amalckices, 
his Wives taken captive and him- 
leife reagie to bee ſtoned by the 
people,, Here enconraged himſelfe 
in the Lord bis God, This was that 
2. Chron, | which delivered 4ſa from the huge 
14-11, 12.] hoſte ofthe Lubims and Ethiopi- | 
2.Chron. | ans, becarſe hee reftedon God; and | 
16.9% | all which afterwards hee got by | 
| his diffidence andJ carnall projeQs, 

| wastopurchaſe to himſelte perpe- 

h | tua!l warres.. That which grieyed 
Num.14.11 the Lord with his people in the 
- | WI wastheirdiftruſt of - 
| . wer and proteftion , Can hee; 
_ co {a a any in the Wilderneſſe ? | 
Plal306.24! Can bee give bread alſo and fleſh for | 
Gen, 4.1 j bis people? And indeed as Caives | 

| de- 


1 $4.30. " 


| 


——— —— 
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deſpaire, ſo in ſome proportion, any 
fainting under tempration, any dil- 
coment with our eſtate, proceed 
from this, that; wee meaſure God 
by our ſclyes, that wee conceive of 


wayes of eſca 
our owne wifedomes able tofore- 
caſt, and when wee are ſo traitned- 
that wee can ſce no way to turne, 
there we give oyertruſting God, as 
if our ſ{innes were greater than 


than could be remoyed, Ir is ther- 


ing the heart in alleftates, to have 
the eye of Fayth fixed upon the 
power of God, to conſider that 


his thoughts and” contrivances are 


reſolve with/ehoſaphat, that when 
wee know not what to doe, yet we 


hee anſwered 


L..0; knoweft. 


au 


his power onely by thoſc iffues and | 
which we are by | 


could be forgiven, or our afflitions| 


fore a notable meanes of eſtabliſh | 


201 


Exek. 37.11 | 
Eſay.49, 
2343250 


—— 
LI 


| asmuch aboye ours, as Heaycnis'| 3 
above the Earth ; and therefore to 


will have our eyes upon him -iill. |. 
Sonneof man, ſaith the Lord co E- 
z:kjebxan theſe dead bones livezend |: 
, O Lord God thos|. 


- 
4 


—_— 


|— 


| The Fewationof the Spirit. | 


krowefF. Thy thoughts are above 
our thoughts:and where things are 
cous impoſſible , they are eafie 
unto. thee.. Secondly, by Prayer, 
This is a maine remedy againſt 
carefull thoughts, When the Apo- 
{Ue had exhorted the Philippians, 
| that their Moderation, that is, 
| their Equanimity and calmeneſſe of 
minde in regard ofoutward things, 
ſhould bee knowne unto all men, 
hee prefleth it with this excellent 
Il reaſon, The Lord 6s at havd, hee 
Phil.4.5-5,| isever at home in his owne family, 
7 | hee is#eereto ſee the wants, andto | 
heare the cries of all that come 
{unto him ; therefore ſayth hee, | 
| Bee careful for mthing, baton eve- | 
v7 thing by prayer and ſupplication: 
| With thenkegiving ( thankeſgiving. 
| for what you have , and prayer 
for what you went) let your re- 
queſts hee made hnowne nnto Gra, | 
' {andheeſhal furniſhyouwwith peace;| 
' \inall eſtates, | X 
A remarkeable example of 
which promiſe wee have in 2w- | 


"1 


8, _ = _ A * ” E—_— 


PE _ ht 


WC, 


| 

| 
| ) 

| 


| 


| 


LL — 


| eate, and her countenance was no 


| chartered hke a Swallow , and 


»4 the Mother of Samwel! ; In the 
bitterveſle of her ſoule ſhee wept, 
and did not eat (namely of the Sa- 
crifices, which were to bee eaten 
with rejoycing ) then ſhee prayed, 
and yoweda yow unto the Lord, 
and having caſt her cares upon him 
ſhee then went herway , and did 


The Tonaronof the Spirits © | 


more ſad, Ezehsab in his fickneſſe | 


mourned as a Dove; bur after his 
Prayer hee ſuvg ſongs of | 
rance to the (iringed inſtruments, 
Habakknak before his prayer trem- 
bled, bur after his prayer hee tri- 
umphed in the midft of death. Da- 
vid fall of heavineſſe and of groa- 


niogs in his prayer, but afreras full | 


of comfort againſt all his ene- 
mies. | 

Secondly , as Irregular Cares 
are needleffe and ſuperfluous, fo 
they are ſiunefuil too, Firit, In re- 


oard of their ehzeff,they are world- | 
ly cares, the cares of the men of | 


this world: therein wee declare our 
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I.Sam,17 
10,f8, 
1.Chrcn, 
29,9e 
Deur.r2.13 
Dev.2 $447 
Mal.2.13. | 


Efay 38.14 
20, 


| 


Hab.; 8 
i 8,1 9 | 
i 


Pl41.6.69.| 
| | 


$ Glo | 


ſelves |. 


pe EIN 
- 
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{elves to walke in conformitie to | 
| the Gentiles, asif wee had no ber- |. 
| tex foundation of Guietneſſe and| 
contentment than the - heathen 
| which .know not. God, And this |. 
is Chrifts argument, after all theſe | 
| things doe the Gentiles ſeeke, Wee 
are taken out of the World, wee! 
have not .received the ſpiritof the. 
: world; andrtherefore wee muftnot.| 
Toh.r5.19.| bee conformable unto the world, | 
1.Cor.2.12| nor bring forth the fruits of a world 
Row.1 2.2. 1y ſpiric, but walke as..menthat are| 
pEBL43 ſet apart, as a peculiar people,and 
| Tit.2-14. |* | id 
7-Pet, 2, 9. that haye heavenly promiſes, and 
Cyprian. {the Grace of God toeſtabliſhour 
hearts. 11s terrena ſapiant qui pro- 
s, | | 5{ſs caleſtia non habent,It is ſeem-| 
| ly for thoſe alone, who have no 0- 
ther portion. but in this life , to fixe 
| their thoughts aid cares heere. 
| Secondly, they are finnefull in re- 
| gard of their Caxſes, andthey are 
| principally ewo : Firſt, [norainate 
loft or coveting, the running of the| 
heart after covetouſnefle; Second-|: 
ly, Diftruſt of Geds Proviaence, 
ID 


for 


H_—  —_— _— — -_ OTIITTINg 
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for thoſe defires which ſpring from | 
luſt can never have faich to ſecure 
the heart in the expeRation ofthem 
Laſtly, they are finnefull in-cheir 
 Effets. Firlt, They are mwrtbering 
cares, they worke ſadaefle, ſuſpt- 
,cians, uncomfortableneſſe , and. ar 
laſt death. Secondly , they. are | 
( hraking cares, they take off the 
heart fromthe Word, and thereby. 
make ic unfruicfull,, Thirdly, they. 
,are Aantterous cares, they fieale 
| away the heart from God, and ſer a 


whichreſpects wee ougheto arme } 
our ſclyes againſt them. | 


doe, wee willin the laſt place pro- 
poſe ewoſortsof direRions: Firſt, 
How-to make the Creaturenowexing 
(reatnre, Secondly, How to uſes 
| M4 vexing Creatare: for the for- 


;for. that which. is ſutcable ro thy 


| law.4.4. 1 


man at enmity. agaiaſt him. Joall}. 


Whichthat wee may the bette þ- 


{'mer. Firlt, Pray for convemiency, | 


minde, I meane not totheluſts, bur | 
cothe abilicics of cthy.minde, . La- |. 


lam 4.3. | 


| 


2.Cor.7.10 
| 


Mart.r3.2 2: | 


$ 62. | 


bour eyer.to {ute thy occaſion 


thy 


Si. 


SLO\. 


—— 
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— 
- 
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q 


|neffe bee over-loaden with Gold,ir 
| will bee indanger of ſinking, not- 
| withſtanding the capacity of the 


| with feathers, andit will ſtill rofſe 
| upand downegfor want ofdue bal- 


| they thinke that they can runne 
| through all ſorts of buſmeſſe, and 


| feRtions on ſuch triviall things, that 


— 


thy parts; and thy ſupplies to thy 
occations, If a Ship out of greedi- 


ſides bee not a quarter filled ; on 
the other ſide fill ir tothe brimime 


laſting : ſoisjtinthe livesof men, 
ſome have ſuch greedy defires, that | 


 ſonever leave loading themſelyes, 
ill their hearts finke and be ſwal. 
lowed np with worldlyſorrow and 
ſecurity in finne :others ſettheir af- 


| though they ſhould have the fill of | 
all their defires, their mindes would | 
ſtill bee as fl»acing and nnſctled as 
| before. Reſolve therefore to doe | 
with thy ſelfe as men with their 
ſhips : chere may a Tempeſt a- 
riſe, whenthon muſt be conſirai. 
ned to throw out all thy wares in- 
ro the Sea; ſach werethetimes of 


3 


the Apoſiles,and aſterbloudy per 
| _ ſecurions, 


—"The Pexationof the Spire, | ep | 


ſecutions, when men were put to 
forſake Father , Mother, Wie, 
Children, nayto have the ſhip ic 
ſelfe broken to pieces, that the 
Marriner within might eſcape upon | 
the ruines. Bur befides this, in che 
calmeft and ſecureſt times of the | 

[ 

| 


A ————. 


Church, theſe two things thou 
muſt eyer looke to, ifthoutender | 
thine owne tranquillity: Firſt, f// | 
nat thy ſelfe onely with light things, | 
_ | Such areallthethingsof this world | 
1a themſelyes, beſides the rooms | 

and cumberſomeneſſcof them (as | q 
light things take up ever the moſt | ; 
roome) they ſtill leave the ſoule | 
floating andunſecled. Doe there- 
fore as wife Mariners, have firong 
and fubGantiall ballafling inthe 
_ { botcome, faith in Godspromiſes, 
Love and feare ofhis name, a foun- 
dation of good Workes, and then 
' whatever becomes of thy other 
loading, thy ſhip itſelfe ſhall bee | 
{aſe at laſt, thou ſhalt be ſureinthe | 
greateſt rempeſt to have thy life for - | 
apreyeSecondly, Comfider the o_ 
| | ' 


RN. 


— 


_— 
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| moſt ſerviceable in the bodie of. 
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den of by Velſel;all ſhips are nor of 
an cquall-capacity, and they muſt 
bee traighted, and mann'd,and yi- 


fulnefie of God, Againe,ſome men 


arc for merchandiſe, othersfor war; 


pofitionand abilities, which may 
expoſc him ro feweſt temptations, 
or atleaft by which hee may bee 


} Chriſt, and bring moſt glory to his 


Mafter, This wasthe good prayer 
of Agur, gwe mee neither pover- 
tie nor riches, -feed mee with food 


| ttualled: with proportion to--their|. 
burden... All men havenottheſame| 
abilities, ſon have ſucha meaſure | | 
of grace- as: enables them wich|' | 
much wiſedome-and improvement | 
to manage ſuch-aneſtate as would}: 
| puffe upanother with pride,ſenſia- F | 
 litie, uperciliouſneſſe and forger- | _ 


are ficced co ſome kinde of employ: | 
ments, notto others, as ſomeſhips |. 


'and-in theſe varieties of Rates e- | 
very .man ſhould pray for that | 
which is moſt ſuceable to his diſc | 


] convenient for mee : this is that wee | 
"$4 


al 


_ —— _ — 
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| pray , Give us our dejh Bread, 


| | forus tohave, and moſt advanta- 


. | | imbarked in the ſame yeſſell with * 
! thee, thou maicſt ſafely reſolve on | 
{ one of theſe, either hee will bee 


—_ 


[ if T ſuffer in his company, and as 


| andthen I may triumph to be made | 


| mee,there can no eftatecome which | 


that which is moſt proportioned'to- 
our condition, that which is fitteſt | 


oeous to the ends of that Lord: 
whom wee ſerve. 


Secondly , labour ever to a] 


Chrift intothy ſhip, he will checke- | 


every tempeſt, and: calme every | 
| vexation that growes upon thee, | 
| When thou ſhakc confidertharhis/ 


truth, and perſon, and honour is 


my Pilor in the ſhip,or my planke 
inthe Scato carry me ſafero Land; 


his member, hce ſuffers with mee, 


any way conformable unto Chriſt | 
my head, If Þ haye Chriſt with: | 


{ 
can be cumberſome unto me. Have | 


I aloadof miſcry and iofirmitiein- | 


c 


ward, outward, in minde, body, | 
| | nameoreſtate? thistakesawaythe | 
| VEXation |- 


—_——_—— —_— 
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1 runnes into Chriſt. Ic all comes! 


"my head was heavie unto dearh. If 


| became poore, as paoreas a fore 
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! yexation of all, when 'I confide? | 


itall comes from Chriſt, -and it all 


frombinras the wiſe diſpoſer of his 
owne body:8 itallruns into him as 
the compatſionat ſharer w*i hisown, 


—— ——— 


RR &: 
k 


body: Ir all comes from him who | 


is the diſtributer' of his Fathers 
eifes,, and it all runnes into him 
who is the partaker of his meme 
bers {orrowes. If I am weake in 
body, Chriſt wy head was woun- 


ded ; if weake. in minde, Chriſt 
 (\uffer in my eſtate, Chriſt my heed 


vant; if in myname, Cirit, my 
head was eftcemed vile, asvile as 
Beelzebub, Pan! was comforted 
in the greateſt tempeſt with the 
prefence of an Angell, how much] 
more with the Grace of Chriſt ? | 


and” the buffers of Satan abouthis 
ſaule, yet then was his preſence a 


plentifull proteQion, my Grace 


when the Thorne was in his fleſh; 


is {ufficicat for thee : and he con- 
feſſerh | 


a c — Me»... & * 


[1 The Penatianof the Spirit, | 


fefſeth ic elſewhere, I am able to | 
doe all thiogs!tbrough Chriſt; that 
ſtrengthens mee « Chriſts head 
hath ſanRified any thornes , his 
backe ary furrowes,his hands any | 
nayles, his fide any ſpeare, his | 
hearcany ſorrow that can come to 
mine, Againe, havel a great E- | 
ſtate, am Iloden with abundance | 
of earthly things? chis takes away | 
all the Vexation, that I have Chriſt 
with mee ; his promiſe to ſanCti- | 


ta ED 


| his glory to bee by it advanced, 
his word ro bee by it maintained, 


vlyed, his Church to bee by it re- 
'paired, in one word his poverty 
co bee by it relieved, For as Chrift 
hach irength and compaſſion to 
take off the burden of our affliti- | 


. | ons, ſo hath he poyertie too, to | 


eaſe that vexation which may | 
grow from our abundance. If 
thou hadſt a whole wardrobe of | 


, [caſt apparell, Chriſt hath more | 


nakednefle than all that can over 


fie ic, his wiſedome to manage ic ,| 


'his Anointed ones to bee a ba ſup- | 


be >, Wl 


rs iu Sd nc: es oY 
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if whole barns tul or corn,& cellars | 


”” WP. 


we 


of wine, Chriſt hath more empty 
bowels than allthat can fil;ifallthe 
precious drugs ina country, Chrift 
hath more ficknes than all that can 
cure; if the power of a great Prince, 
Chriſt tracth more impriſonment 
than all that canenlargezifa whole | | 
houſe. full of filver and gold, | 

Chrift hath more diftrefſed mem- 
bers ro bee comforted,more brea- | | 
ches inhis Church-to be repaired, | 
more enemies of his Goſpell co be 


| oppos'd, more defenders: of his 
| Faith co bee _ more urgen- 
o 


ciesof hisKingdome to bee atren- 
ded, than all that wil! ſerye for. 
Cirift profeſſech himſelfe co be ill | | 
huagry,naked ficke, and in-prifon, | | 
and co ftand' in need of our viſits 
and ſupplies.. As all” the good | 
which Chriſt hath done isours, by 

reaſon of our Communion with | 


| 
npkieta.s| 


Col.rz4. 
Avg, 


him, ſo all the evill wee ſuffer is | 
Chriſts, by reafon of his compal- | 
fion with us, . The Apoſtle faith, | 
thac we fic cogether with Chriſt in 
heavenly places; & the ſame Apoſtle 
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ment,a bag full of unjutt gaine,got- 


| | Gods,or thy neighboursrights; Ir | 
may be thou haſt aDali/a,aftrange 
| woman in thy boſom;that brings a 


as thyrighteye, orthy right hand, | 


faith, thar the ſufferiogs-of Chriſt 
aremade up in his members. Nos bs 


ſedemns, &'ile bic laborar,We are | 


glorified in him,'8 hepained in us., 
inall his honor we are honored .&: 
in all our afflitionhe is afflicted, 

Thirdly,caft outthy Tonah,cve- 
ry {leeping and ſecure finne thar 


brings a Tempeſt upon thy ſhip, | * 
| vexationto thy ſpirit. It may bee | * 


thou haſt an execrable thing, a 


wedge of gold, a Babyloniſh gar. 


ten by ſacrilege, diſvbedience,mer- 
cileſſenefle, oppreſſion, by deraining 


rot up6 thine eſtate,& turns it al in- 
to the wages of a whore; whateyer 
thy fickneſle, whatever thy plague 
bee,as thou tendereſt the tranquil- 
lity of thine eſtate, rouſe it up from 
irs ſleepe by a faithfull ſerious and 
impartial examination of thine own 
heart, & thoughit be as dearetothee 
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ay choiceſt pleaſure or thy 


chiefeſt | 
profit, | 


| - 314 
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L5 
| yet caſtir 
| fion elnto God, in a hearty and 
! williog reſtitution unto men, ope.. 


_ — ” A n 


ogt in an humble confel. 


ningthy cloſe and contracted bow- 


| &s to thoſe that neyer yer injoy'd 


cotmfortsfrom themzthen ſhall qui- 
etnefſe ariſe unto thy ſoule,and that 
yety gaine which thou throweſt a- 
way isbur caſt upon the waters,the 
Lord will provide a whale to keep 


| itfor thee, and will atlaſt reſtore it 


thee whole againe, 


five to removethe Vexationofthe 


not to ſuffer it to take up thy 
thoughts and inner man. They are 
hot yegotia,but viatica onely,and a 
mans heare ought to be upon his 
buſineſſe,and notupon matters ac- 


| cidentall.Ifin a tempeſt men ſhoyld 


not addrefle themſelves to their 
offices, to looſe thetacklings, to 


j-draw the pumpe, to ftrike failes, 
and lighten the vefſell, but ſhould 


| 


FA 


. On 
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Thelaſt diretion which IT ſhall: 


"_ | | 


reature is our of the Text, and|| 
| that is, To keepe it from thy Spirit, 


| 


F 


make it their ſole worke to gaze up= (| 


"p _ , 
I" 44) 
Z 


| on their commodities, who could 


0 


| was flill fafe,But whatisit ro keep 


expreſſion of it when hce faith, 
. {Thutthe heart doth goe after cove- 


, 


| fulneſle; the Lord giveth, and che 
Lord taketh away, Blefled bethe |. 


en. 
A 


The Yexationof the Spirit, 


— i... | 
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expeR that a calme ſhould droppe 
into ſuch mens laps? Beloyed, when | 
the Creature hathriſed a tempeſ} 
of Vexation, thinke upon your of- 
fices; to the pumpe, to powre out 


tackling, abate thy luſts and the| 
proviſionsof them : to thy fayth,to 
live above hope; to thy patience, 
It is the Lord, let him doe as ſee. 
meth good to-him ; to thy-rhank. 


name of the Lord, 1f 7:4 ſhould 
have gazed on kis childrenor ſub- 
Rance , hee might have been ſwal- 
lowed up intheftorme; bue Godi 
was in his heart, and fo the yeſſe!! 


the Creature from the ſpirit ? It is 
inthe phraſe of Scripture, No? 70 
fet the Heart wpon riches, Apponere 
Cor, to catry a mans heart to the 
Creature, the Prophet gives a fit 


thy corruptions ; to the failes and | 


« a _— 


zonſneſſe, = 


Plah62.10 


are A 


'1 Nec vulnte 
" [ adadtis de 
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beta gla- 
dizs,percuſe 
| ſum eſt pe- 
Gore fer- 
rum.Luc. 


a Mic.2, r. 
bHab.z.10 
< Luk.12. 
17,1:t., 


\ The Vexation ofthe Spirits | 
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|ronfueſſe; when a man makes all che 


motions of his ſoule waitupon his 
luſts, and drudgeth for chem, and. 
bringeth his heartto the edge ofthe 
Creature : for the world doth nor 
wound the heart, but the heart 


ſelfe, being roſſed like a 4 Meteor 


woundeth it ſelfe upon the world. 
Asit is notthe rock alone that daſh- 
eth che ſhip, withoutits own mo- 


mans owne luft which vexeth his 
ſpirit,and nottherhingsalone which 
he pofleſſeth, 

To ſer the heart on the Creature 
denotes three things. Firft, to pitch 
a mans thoughts and ſtudies, to di- 
xc allthe reſtleſſe enquiries of his 
foule upon them, and the good hee 
expeas from them. This in the | 
Scripture is exprefled byzDewi/ing, 
b Conſulting, < Thinking within ones 


with doubrfulnefie of minde and 
carefull ſuſpence,< Joyning ones ſelfe, 
making * Provifjen for lufts,&c, Se- 


| 


tion beiog firſt rofled by the winde | 
and waycs upen the rocke;(o itisa || 


25 CIOREES Wen. x. VR 


condly, to care for , to employ a | | 
mans { 


"a 


Toe Vexation of the Spirit, | 


mans affections of loye, delight,de- 
fire upon rhem,to ſet a high price on 
them;and over-rate them aboyeo- 
cher things. For this cauſe covetous 


men are called 8 7dolaters, becauſe | gxph, 5.5) 
they preferre monie , as a man | Col.3,5. 


doth his God , before all other | 
things. When the women would 

have comforted the wife of Phine- 
as with the birth of a ſonne, after | 
} the captivicie of the Arke, Ir is ſaid 


2 {.Sam.q.20] 


ſhe regarded it net, the Textis, ſve lob ,16,21. 


did not put her heart pon it : though | 
a woman rejoyce when a man child | 
is dorne, yetin compariſon of the 
Aike ſhe no more regarded the joy | 
ofa ſonne,than a man would do, if} 
the ſunne ſhqukdbee blotred our of | 
heaven, and little Star putin che 

roomezand therefore, though chil-' 


dren bethe glory of their parents, Hoſ9.11., 


| yet ſhee profeſſeth that there was | 
no'glory in this to have a fonnegand | 
loſe an Arke, a Starre without | 
light, a Sonne without ſervice, a | . 
| Levite borne, and no Arke to wait | 
upon ; And therefore ſhee | 

- , did] 
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Prov.to.15 
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I.Tim.6. 
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lie upon, to pur eruft and effiance in 


| expreſlerh riches, which fignifieth 


propugnachlam,the inward ſRrength 


|Tyre,Babylon,Ninive,Edom, Iira- 
el, 8c. 


The Vazationof the Spirit, © 


\didnorſet her heart upon it, They | 
2*5am.18. Will not ee their heart upon ns, ſay | 
[the peopleto. Dawid, for thou art 
worthten thouſand of us; that is, . 
they will no whit regard us incom- | 


pariſon of thee : ſo then a. wans 
heart isſet on the Creature, when | 
he prizeth icabove other thipgg,and | 
declareth this eſtimation of his 
heart by thoſe cager endeayours 
with which hee purſueth them as 
his God and Idoll. Thirdly, to re- 


the Creature; andthis is imported 
inthe word by which the Propher 


ſtrength of all ſorts, wires, and 


of aman,andtheoutward firength 
of munition and fortification: : 
therefore, ſaith Sa/omon, :the-rich 
mans wealth is his rong city, - and 
rich menare fajd to Truſt and-glo- 
rie intheir riches,examples-wherof 


the Scripture abundantly gives in 


L | 
Now | 


| 
| - 
! 
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"Thr Vexarienefthe Spirie, 


| 
| 


caufe of the tenderneſſe and delica- 


| | cirof che ſpirie, which willquick- | 


ly bee bruiſed withany thing that 


| | liescloſe upon it and prefſeth it, As | 


men weare the ſofteſt garments 
next their skinne, that they benot 
diſquieted, ſo ſhould wee apply 
| the tendereſt things , the mercies 
and the worth of che bloud of 
Chriſt, the promiſes of grace and 
glory, the preceptsand invitations 


now as ſubterraneous winde or ayre 


 incarthly things muſt needs beger 
tremblingsand diſtraQtionsat laſt to 
the ſoule, The word here which 


Now a manoughtnor thusto ſet | 
bis heart on the Creature; firſt be- | 


of the Spirit unto our Spirits, - And| 


being preſſed in by the earth, doth 
often beget concuſſions and earth- | 
|: quakes; ſo the ſpirit of a man be- 
{ing ſwallowed up andquire cloſed 


wee tranſlate Vexation is rendred 
likewiſe by Contritio, a preſſing, 
| grinding, wearing away of a thing, 
| and by Depaſtio, a feeding '0n 3 


thing; which makes ſome render 


£ K_ 2 _ "-the\ : 
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| 


| heart, itbizes aſurſder the threads 
| andfinewes of the ſoule, and by 
that mieanes workes an ineptitude | 
landundiſpoſednefle to any worthy 

| ſervice, and brings a decay upon: 


|Creature ſcaze on a mans-firength, 


The Jexation of the Spirit. 


che words thus, Allis varity and a 


Veeding uponwinde, That as windy 
meats though they fill and ſwell a | 
man vp, they nourilhYecle,butturn | 
into crudities and diſeaſes ; fo the | 
feeding -upon the Creature may 


puffe up the heart, but it can bring 
no reall ſatisfaRion, no ſolid nnutri- 
ment to the Soule of man. The 
Creature upon the ſpirit is like a 


garment, ir begets a rottennefle of 


| 


| wormein wood, ora moth in a.| 


the whole*man ; for cares will 
preventage, andchange the colour 
ofthe haire before the time,& make 
a man like a filly Dove , with= 
out any heart , as the Prophet 
ſpeakes, 

Secondly, becauſe the ſtrength 
of every manis bis ſpirit; Ydens cu- 


inſqueiseft quiſque, Now if the 


it 


— k. —_— 
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| The V:xation of the Spirit. lj 


ic ferves himas Dehlah did Samp-| 
ſon, it will quickely letin the Phi- 
litinesto vexe him, Strength hath | 
Twoparts or offices, Paſſwe in un- 
 dergoing 2nd withſtanding evill, 
and Ativein doing that which be- | 
| longs to-a man to doe, Now when 
the heart and fpirir of a maa is fer 


is both cheſe reſpeds. 


o 
— OOO AS 


or withleadiag corll. Wee will 
| conſider it.Firld Surcovps ations ; Se- 
| condly, 3s offliSZions, Full a man 


upon any Crearnre, it is weakened | 


Firlt,jc is di/abled frons bearing | 69e 


| who bath crhis heare inordivare- | 
| ly upon any Creature isaltogether 
| unfit to withſtand any temptation , 


| In the Law when a man had rew | 
| married a wife, hee wasnot to goe 


ro warre that yeare, but to rejoyce 
with his wife. Oae reaſon where- 
of, 1 ſuppoſe, was this, becauſe 
when the minde is ſtrongly ſet up- 
on any one objeR, till the ſtrevgrh 
of that defire be abated,a man will 
bee utterly unfit do deale with an 


| K 3 whic 


enemie; ſo is it with any luſt to | 


—_————_— 


Deur. 24.5 


2 


| 


| Canfas cor. 
raptelarun 
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| 
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| 
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cebris, ſed 
in cordibus 
habemus,&@ 
vitioſecas. 


| on men with thoſe perſwaſions | 
| wherewith hee is molt likely to ſe- 


Salvicde 


noſtra eſt, 
Guber.l.6. | 


hold intelligence with a mans owne 


The Vexation of the Spirit, 
which a man weds himlſelfe, it alto- | 
gether Ciſables him to reſiſt any e- 
ney : after Hannibals Army had 
melted chemſelyes at {apa with | 
ſenſuality and luxury, they were 
quite ſtrangers to hard ſervice and 
rigid diſcipline, when they were a- 
gaine reduc'd unto ir. 

The Reaſon heerecof is; firſt, 
The {ubtilty of Satan, who will be 
ſure to proportion his temptations 
to the heart, and thoſe luſts which : 
doe there predominate, ſetting up- | 


— 
—_ 


duce them; As the Grecians got 
in upon the Trojans with a gt , 

ſomething which they preſuined 

would finde acceptance, The diyell 
dealcth as men in a fege, caſts his 
projects, and applies his batteries 
tothe weakeſt and moſt obnoxious | 
place.. Therefore the Apoſile ſaith, 
that a man js tempted, when hee is | 
led away of hs owne lufF and enti, 
ced; the Devill. will. bee ſureto 


ws, 


o_—_ 


— 


lafts, to adviſe and fit in councel! 
with his owne heart, to follow rhe 
tide and fireame of a mans owne 
afte&tions in the tempting of him, 
 eAdars tempted in * knowledge, 
Pharaohby lying Þ wonders , the 
Prophet by the pretence of an© An» 
gels ſpeech; Abab by the conſent 
of dfalle Prophets, the Jewes by 


( all privileges, the heathen by 
| pretence of * univerſality , 2nd 
Samiquitie, When Davids heart 
afterhisadultery was ſet upon his 
owne glory morethan Gods, how 
to ſaye his owne name from re- 
| proach, wee ſee aslong as rhat af: 


| teftion prevailed againſt him, . as 


long as his heart was notſo through 


of his fiane to himſclfe, to beare 


| the indignation of the Lord,and ac- 


cept of the reproach of his iniqui- 
ty, hee was overcome with many 
deſperate temptations:lre yeelds to 
bee himiſelfe a rempter of hisneigh- 


{ bourto unſeaſonable pleaſures, to | 
drunken- | 


K 4 


the © Temple of the Lord and car- 


| ly humbled as to take the ſhame 
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b Exed.7. 
32. 

c 1,King. 
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 drunkennefſe and ſhame , to bea | 

murthecer of his faichfull ſervant, 
co multiply the guilc, that hee may | 
 (hifr off the ſhame of his finne,and | 
' provide for his owne credit. Peters 
heart was ſet upon his owne life 
and fafetie more than the truth of 
Chriſt or his owne proteſtarions, | 
aad Sarhan ficting his afſau!rro this | 
weakenefle prevailesagaintt a Rock | 
with tie breath of a womer, They 1 
thr arill Gerich, frm the Apobile, 


CT "IE 


%bo ſc their hearts ppon their 1i- | 


i ches, whoſe hearts ruare after their | 
| coverouſneſſe, fall into temptation | 


4nd a ſnare, into many fooliſh and | 
i hurtfall Iufts, Such a heart is fic 
tor any temptatiov. Tempt ef- 
chaxs.covetous heart to ſacriledge, | 
and hee will reach torth his hand | 


and hee will betray the precious 
 bloud of the Sonne of God which ! 
is infinitely beyond any rate of Gil- 
ver or gold fora few picces of fi:ver 
the price of a little field : Tempt | 


tothe accurſedthing; Tempt [x= | 
das his covetous heart to treaſon, | 


4 
Gehe-| 


£ 


. 
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heart with the fatteſt of the Cat- 
tell, and hee will yenture on dif- 
obedience,a fin-worſe than witch- 
craft, which himſelfe had rooted 
| out: Termptthe covetous heart ofa 
| Judge in Iſtael co doe injuſtice, and 
a paire of ſhooes ſhall ſpurne righ» 
| teouſneſſe out of doores, and per- 
| vert judgement : Terypt the coye- 
| rous heart of a great oppreſlor to 
| bloud and violence,and he will lye 
in wait for the life of his neighbour: 
tempt the covetous heart ofa proud 


| | orhisPropher, and they will ea- 
fily yeeld toany infidelicy,Fhe like 


KI; The Vexation of the Spirit, | 


Gehezies covetous heart to mulci= 
ply lie upon lie, and he will do? 
it with caſe and greedineſle fora 
few pieces of money, and change 
of rayment; Tempt Sans coyerous 


Pharifie or ſecure people, to ſcorne | 
the word out ofthe mouth of ChriR 


| may beſaidof any other luſt in its 
| kinde,. If the heart be ſet on beau- 
ty; Temptthe Sonnes of God to 
forſake their coyzn2nt of marrying 
in the Lord, the Ifraclites to the 
| Ks _ idolatrie; 


| 


= 
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idolatry of Baal- Peor, Sawmpſonto 
| forſake his yow and calling, cafily 

will all this be done, if the hearc 
have the beauty of any creature as 
a traitorin it, to let inthe rempta- 
tions,and to let out the luſts, How 
| many deſperate temptations doth 


bery-to: lay downe the price of a 
whore, gluttonie end. drunken- 
nefle ro inflame and ingenerat new 
luts, contempt of the Word and 
| Judgements of God to ſinotherthe 


| Rewes, the Chappels of Helland 


nurſeries of uncleannefle , challen- 


; 
! 


| ges, abbes, combars, blood, to | 


| Vindicate the credit and compari- 
| ſons of a irumpets beauny, to re- 
| yenge the competition of uncleane 


| | 
; as deepe as. hell to: fetch. fire to 
| powre-into.their- veines, to make 


ns 


beauty calt many men upon? Bri- | 


checkes.of conſcience, frequenting | 
of Sathans palaces, playes , and |- 


| 


their ſpirics frie, and: their bloud 
boylein abhorred luſt, If the heart 
bo /ct 0u:9itand pride of it rawn con- 


Att 
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ceits, 


kh. v 
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| ofpreaching, the falſe teachers to 


: 


the foundation, Achirophe! to com- 


' Corahto deſperate rebellion , Ab- 
/olon to unnacurall treaſon , Bate- | 
am” 


The Jexation of the Spirit, 
ceits, temipr the Libertines and Cy- 
renians to diſpute againſt the truth, 
the Greekes to deſpiſe the Goſpell, 
the wiſe men of the world to eſteem 
the ordinance of God fooliſhneſle 


foilt their flraw and fubble upon 


with treaſon, Lacian torevile 
Chrift, and deridereligion, cafily 
wil theſeand a world the like temp- 
tations bee ler into the heart, if 
pride of wit ſtand at the dore and 
turne the locke, Whence'is ir that 
men ſpend their pretious abilitiesin 


frothy ſtudies, in complemeats; 
formes and garbes of ſalute, fa- 
tyrs, libels, abuſes, prophanation þ 
of Gods Word, ſcorneof the fim- 
plicity and power of godlinefſe, 
with infinitethe hike yanities , bur 
becauſe their hearts are taken up 
with a fooliſh Creature , and not 
with God and . bis feare'? If the 
heare bee /er 01+ Ambition, tempt 


tema... 
La 
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tocontemnethe Apoſtles and their 
docrine, /nlian ro Apoftacie, A- 
| 7895 to herefie, the Apoſiles them. 
| ſelves to emulation and ftrife, eafi- 
ly willone luſt ler in theſe, anda 
| thouſand more. What elſe is itthat 
| makesmento flatterprophaneneſle, 
| to adore golden beaſts, to admire 
| gliſtering abominations, to betray 

the truth of the Goſpell, to ſmo- 


andpurity of the waycs of God, 
to. frike atthe finnes of men with 
; the ſcabberd & not withthe ſword, 


— 
$ 


«to curſe the Church, Diotrephes 


ther and diflembie the AriAneſſc | 


' to worke upon the fancies of men, 


| morethan their conſciencies,to pal- | 


| liate vice, to dawbe with untem- 
 pered morter, to walke in a. neu- 
| tralitie and adiaphorifine berweene 
God and Baal, -to make the ſoules 
of menand the glory of God ſub. 


buc the vaſt and unbounded gulfe 


ordinate ta their juſts and riſings, | 


> —— 
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of ambition and vaine glory ? The| 
like may bee ſaid: of ſeverall other 
luſts.Buc Iprocced. 


| Second. 


—————— 


[ 


| 


| na, food-for my Nature,or elſe In- 


| 


þ 


a'ready, give us our Bread, and 


The Vexation of the Spirit. 


Secondly,a Heartſer on any luſt 
is unfit to withſiand temptation, 
becauſe temptations are commonly 
edged with Promiſecor Threatuings. 


Now if a mans heart bee ſer on | 


God, there can no promiſes bee 
made of any ſuch gc od as the heart 


cares for, or which might belike- 
ly to over-poiſe and ſway to the 
temptation, which the heart hath 
not already ; ſpirituall promiſes 


the Divell will make few, orif hee |. 


doe, ſuch a heart knowesthatevill 
is not the way to good; if he make 
promiſes of earthly things , ſuch | 
promiſes the hearc hath already 
from one who can better _ 
them, r.Tim.4.8. neither can hee 

promiſe any thing which was not 
moremine before than his ; for ci- 
ther that which hee promiſeth is 
convenient for mee,and fo is Man- 


convenient, andthenit is Quailes, 
food for my luſt. If the former,God 
hath taught me to callit mine owne 


not; 
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nor to goe to the Divels Matker ro 
fecch it; If cheother, chough God 
ſhould faffer the Divell co give it, 
yer hefends a carfe into oor mouths 
along with it, And as fach 4 heare 
nepleAs any promiſes the Divell! 


| can make, fo is-it as heedlefſe of 


any of his threarnings , becaufe if 
God bee on our fide, neither prin- 
dpalicies, nor powers , nor things 
preſent,northingsto come,canever 
ſeparate from him ; ſtronger is hee 
tharis withus thanheethar is with 
'theworld, icis the bufineſſe ofour 
Calling to fighr againſt fpirituall 


yell, Bur when the heart is ſet on 
any Crearure,and'hath not God'to: 
reft upon, when a man attribotes: 
his wine and oyleto his lovers and 
not ro God, his credit, wealth, 
ſubſiftencie to the fayours of men 
and not to the all-ſufficiency of 
God, then hath the Divell an eafic 
way to winneamantoany finne, or 
withdraw him fromany good, by 


Lo I 


pointing his cemptations with pro- 


wickednefles, and to refiſt che Di- | 


——— 


mm. 


| miles | 


|miſes , Or threatnings fitted co the 
chings .Which the heart is ſer on, 


| honour and preferment, on which 
hisambitious heart was fer, andhe-| 
willriſe early; runne and ride, and 
change natures with his Aﬀe , and 
' be more ſenſleſſe of Gods fury than 
'the dumbe Creature, thathee may 
curſe Gods owne people : let the 
Divell promiſe thirty pieces of fil- 
ver to Tudas, whoſe heart ran up- 
on coyetouſnefle, and there is no 
more ſcruple, the bargaineoftrea- 
ſon is preſently concluded: Letthe- 


"The Vexationof te Spirit. | 


Let the Divell promiſe Balcam | 


'Divellcewpt Adecha's Lovire with 
a liecle better reward. than the beg- | 
icerly- ſtipend which hee had be- 

fore, Theftand' Idolatry: are {wal- 
ilow'd downe both together, and 
the man is: cafily won to be a ſpare 
-andſeminaryotf ſpitituall unclean- 
nefſe to.@ whole tribe... On the 0- 
cher fide, Ler Sathanthreaten Jero- 
Soargwiththe loſſeof hiskingdom,!| 
if hegoe-up to Jeruſalem;and ſerve 
| Godin the way of his owne _ 
- Ip,| 


— 


, 
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(hip, and thar is argument enough 
co draw him and all his ſuccefſours 
ro notorious and Egyptian Idola- 
try;and the reaſon was, becauſe their 
hearts were more ſec upon their 
owne Counſels,than upon the wor- 


ſhip or truth of God, Let the Di- 


vellby. the edicts and minifters of | 


leroboam lay ſnares in Miepab,and 
ſpread nets upon Tabor, thatis, uſc 


lawes, menaces, ſubtilcies to keepe | 


the people fromthe city of God, 
and to confine them to regall and 
State Idolatry, preſently the peo- 
ple tremble atthe injunRion of the 
king, and walke willingly after the 
Commandement. Let Nebachad- 
#e228r erect his prodigious ' Idoll 
and upon paine of a fiery furnace 
re;uire all ro worſhip it, and all 
ra_ nations, and languages are 
preſently upon their faces. Let the 


Divcll threaten Demas with perſe- | 


cution, and preſently hee forſakes 
the fellowſhip of the Apoſtles; and 
imbraceth this preſent world, And 


asSit was heretofore, ſo is it Rill._ - j 
| | It-j 


Sm 
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| Tf a mans heart bce not ſeton 
| God, and taught to reſt upon his 
| providence,. to anſwer all Satans | 
promiſes with his All-ſuffciencie 
toreward us, and all his rhreat- | 


 ceR us, how eaſily. wil promiſe: be- 
 guile, and threatnings detesre tin- 


give thee, if rhowwine fpezier wi 
| cauſe toperyert judgement, how 
| quickly will men creaie fubu cs, 
and coinecyafions torowemanand . 
his houſe, even a man & his In- 
heritance ? Let kim ſay to another, 


| 


 nings, with his All-ſufficiency-copro® | 


{table and carch'y minces? Lee he | 
Divcllcel] one man, Al cbs wil f | | 


' I will doe whatſoever thou fay- 


ble chy conſcience, divide thy heart, 
comply with both fides , keepe 


perſecute zecale, ſetup Will-wor- 

ſhip and Suecſtitions,how quick- 

ly ſhall ſuch a mans Religion bee 

d ſgviz'd,and fiacerity,if it were pol. 
fible, purto ſhame? It to anothers 

thou 


| 
eſt uzto mee, if thou wilc difſem- | 
| 
i 


downe the power of godlinefle, | 


| 


( 


| 
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chou Thalt by ſuch atime purchaſe 
| facha Lordſhip, out ſuch a neigh- 
| bour, ſwallow up ſuch a prodigall, 
| if thou enhaunce rhy rents, enlarge 
| thy fines, ſet unreaſonable rates up- 
E. * -onthy Farmes, how quickly will | 
men grinde the faces.of the poore, 

ard purchaſe ungodly poſſeſſions 

with che bloatof their Tenants ? 

Itto another, beware of laying o- 

pen thy cot{cience, of Þeiag too 

faithfull in thy Calling, too ſcru- 

pulvus in thy office, left thou pur-. 
chafethe d1sfiyvour of the World, | 
left the rimes cloud over thee, and 
frowne upon thee, leſt thou bee 
4 {conrged with perſecuted names, 
and make thy ſelfe obnoxious to 
ſpies and cenſures, kow will men be 
ready to ſtart backe , to ſhrioke 
| from their wonted forwardneſle,to 
abare their former zeale, to couple 
in with, and connive at the corrup- 
tions of the age, in one word to 
| rtemble when Ephraim ſpeakes, & 
-| not when God ſpeakes > ſo hard 

isic when the heatt is wedded to 
earchly thivgs, and they are gotten 


an. 
—— 


i 
£ 


| 


{aflaultsof any temptation, 
Laſtly, this comes from the juft | Sd 74» | 


| | The Pexationofohe Spiris, | 


| owne hearts, to beleeverhe-lies and | 
| al urementsof Satan, becauſethey 
| rejeed the counſellof God, and 
| the love of his truth before, In the 
influences. of. the Sunne wee may | 
| abſerve,that. the deeper they work 


ed. —_—_—. 


Li 
— 


tntoa mans boſome, to beare the 


and ſecret wrath of God , etving: 


| men over to the deceitfulnefſe- of | 


ſane, and to the hardneſſe of their | 


tac ſtronger they -worke;the beams | 
 nearerthe Center meeting in aſhar- 
per point doe conſolidate and har- 


| den- the. very: Element 3 ſo the 


mt ape Eros 


Creatures by the Juſtice of God, | 
when they meet in a mans Center, 
reach as farre as his heart, doe there 
mightily worke -to the deceiving 
and hardniog of it: theeye,nor any 
other outward ſenſe, can finde no 
more inthe Creature, chan is really 
cherezit isthe heart which miſ-con- 
ceives things , and attributes that 


Deity and worth to them , which 
the ſenſes could not diſcoyer.1fmen 


| | then 


2,Theſ.2, | 


JobZe 
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their ſpirits,they ſhould ever con-| 
ccive of the according to their own | 
| Narrow being, and fo keepe their | 


hearts from that hardneſſe which | 
the Creatures, deſtitute of Gods | 
bleſſing do thexe begert,and ſo work| 
in the ſoule a diſpoſition ſutcable | 
_toSatans remptations.. | 


Secondly, « Hears ſetmpon any 


effi:Hive. The young win who 
hcart wasup3a his wdnes could wot 
indarcto beare of Cllpgallanden- 


| tringupona poore and perſecuted. 
| ow 19s £ rt, Luſts, are choyce 


| e»d daimtis, they makerhe heart 


| faults. Second'y, they are very wil. 
| fall, and ſet upontheir owne ends, 


very delicate, and nice of avy af- 


| therefore they. are expreſſed by 
the name of Concupiſcence, and 
Wilms? owpnic, The Wills of the fleſh, 
and wilfulnefle is the ground of im- 
patiency. Thirdly, they arc nara- 


ral/,and move irongly tocheir own 


then cou'd keepe theſethings from | 


point : they area Body,and our ve- 
| = 7 
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ry members; no maryell then if | 
chey bee ſenſible of paine from af- 
fictions , which are contrary ts 
Nature, The ironger the water 


| Col.2.rx, 


— 
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& 3.5. 


| Heb. i2.11. | 


runnes , the more will itroare and *: 
fome upon any oppoſition : Luſt is 
like a furious beaſt enrag'd with the 
afflition, the chaine that bindes it. 
Fourthly, Laſts are very wile aftera 
fleſhly and ſenſus} manner, and 
worldly wiſedome+is impatient of 
any oppageor prevention of any 
affliRien that cruſheth and diſap- 
points it,-therfore the Apolile doth 
| hereinprincipally note the oppoſiti- 
on between heavenly ,8&carnal wiſe- 
dome,thatthe one is meck, peacea- 
ble, and gentle, the dther divelliſh 
and full of ftrife, Fifthly, Luſfts are 
2 prod, eſpecially thoſe that ariſe 
from abundance ofthe cceature, and 
pride being ſer upon by any afflicti. 
on makes the bearc break forth into. 
b impaticnce. debates, and ſtout- 
neſſe againſt God; a proud heart 
orowes harder byatfflictions,as Me- 
tals or Clay after they have paſt 
through 


| ler.22.31, 


Rom,8,6, 


I”. | 
aEzck.28.5 
Plal.10.4. 
Obad.v.;z... 
Elay.10.12 
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c Exod.7. 
| 23,6 9.17. 


dPſal.x ©,6 
ler.21,13, 


1 Ezck.a8,2. 


of 


ea,Tim-3.2 


I.PEri3. Vt. 
h Rom.8.7. 
1Leyit.26. 
4T. 

k Mic.5,9, 
l2.Tim. 3. 
8. 
Ier.223.21. 
| Zech.7. 9, 
'P' £6 
Luk.t6. 14, 
AQt7.51. 


| 2.Cor,io, 
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c Phaxach that hee did nor ſer his 


heart to. the Judgements of God, | 


but exalced himfelfe againſt his 
people ; Pride grew: ſtronger by 


Afflition.Beſides, pride in carth- | 


ly things ſwallowes up the very 
expeQationof Atflitions,andther- 
foremuſtneedsleave the heart un- 
prepared. againſt them . Sixthly, 


and therefore when Chriſt will 


direRs him. to. f denie himlſeltfe, 
Now the very eſſence of Afflicti- 
onsare to bee grievous and adyerſe 
toa mans ſelfe, Seyenthly, ZLnits 


are 8 contentions, armed *things, | 
andtheir k enmity is againſt God, 
and therefore utterly uofic 'to | ac | 


cept of the puniſhment -of fine, 


2ndto * beare the "indignation of |: 
the Lord, or toſubmitunto- any af- | 
fictions. Eighthly: ., Zuffs-) re. | 
þP the Truth, ſet up themſelvesa- | 
oainftthe- Word, and thereby ut- i 


cerly diſable men to-beare' Afflifti- 
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through the furnace. Ir is ſaid. of | 


Luts are rooted in © ſelfe-leve; | 
have a man forſake- his luſls, hee | 


| Ons, | 


"1 IR 
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ons,foxthe mWord anQifies, and | 
lightensall Affliction , the Word 


ſhewes Gods moderation-and ' 
intention in them, an?-iffue-out-of 
chem,the 9 benefits which wil come 


|\fromchem,the * ſupplies of ſtrengeh 


andabilitiesto bearethem;thepro- 
miſes of a -more:abundant and ex- 
ceeding weight of glory,in compa- 
riſon whereof they are as nothing, 
Laſlly;if-wee could conceive ſome 


Afflitionsnotcontrarytoluſt, yer 


AffliQions are ever contrary to the 
t proviſions of tuff, to the materials 
and inftruments of lufts, ſuch as are 
health, pleaſure,riches, honots, &c, 
Andin all theſe reſpeRs a Heart ſer 


| uponluſtis weakned and diſabled 


to beare Atflitions, 
q Plalme I19, 7I, Hebr,12,11. 7 2, 


4:17. Efay 61,7,& $4.3, © Rom. 3:14- 
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-m Pſal.119 
92.114143 
I'6F. 
nJer,zo.rr 
Eſay-63,13 
Efay 28.27 
28, 


Plal.78.3*3 
oO Heb, 13 
6,10,11. 
Eſfay 10.12 
P I. Ccr, 


7.,L 20 
Hab.3.17- 

19, 
Prov. 10, 


$o 
ler.17.9. 
Car. I2,90 


 Phil.1.29. Phil.4.12,13, 1.Cor.10.13, 1 2. Cor. 


Secondly, when the Heartis ſet] & 76, 


| upon. the Creature, it is utterly 


diſabled, in regard of its ave 


| ſtrength, | 
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z AQt.7. 39. 
Jer, 11,10, 


a Phil.2.21 
Eſay.56.1, 
'Ezck.2 4.2. 
b z.King.g 
7.10,10,36, 
Hof. I.4« 
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nDeut.6,5 


ty with that? ſtrength as God re- 
quires. Firſt, becauſe Boxnm ſer ex 


i canſa megra : A goodduty muſt 


proceed from anencire Cauſe, from 


EEE EE eee ns, 


the whole heart. Now * Inf divides 


the Heart,and makesit yunſtedfaſt, 
and unfaithfull unto God, There is 


found in ſome meaſure inthe beſt of 
us, the other from the predominan- 


and refolutions in evill hearts are 


| like violent impreſſions upon a 


one, though it move upwaids for 
a while, yet Nature will at lat 
prevaile, andmakeit * returne to 
its owne motion. Secondly,a Heart 


its 2 0wpne,. and ſelfe-ends. defile an 


| ation though otherwiſe neyer ſo 


ſpecious;turnesÞ zeale it ſelfeand o. 


bedience into murder, hinders 


ſet on luſts mooyes to wo ends but 


| | The Vexationeſthe Spirit, | 


Brength, made unfic to doe any du- 


a two-fold unſtedfaſinefle, one in | 
{ degrees, another in objes, the 
| former proceeds from the remain- 
dersof corruption, and therefore is 


—_—_ 


| cy of Luft which over-{waies the | 
] heart unto evill. Good motions 


call] 


4 <a. et a x F 
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| | {are double-minded men, thathave 
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| God, nullifies all other ends, ſwal- 

lowesup Gods glory and the good 
of others, as theleane Kine did the 
fat: as a Wenne in the Body robs 
and conſumes the part adjoyning, 
ſo doe fſelfe ends the right end. | 


and Prinozple, and Principles are | 

ever one and uniforme, out of the : mats 6 
ſame Fountaine cannot come bitter 
water and {weet, and therefore the 
Apoſtle ſpeakes of ſome, That they 


+ {a heart and a heart, yet the trueth 
is, that is but with reference to | 


| 


ally and totally lookes but one | 
way « Every man is ſpiritually a 
; mairyed perſon, and hee can bee 
joyned butto one; Chriſt andan 
[doll (as every luſt is) cannot cons | 


| hee will have all our deſires and 


afteQions ſubjeR unto him; if the 


Heart cannot count Him altogether 16. 
T my; andall things elſe bucdung PÞil.3.8. 
| L in | 


u—m—_—_ 


Thirdly, the Heart is a Fountaine | law.3.12. 


| hel pretences; for the Heart re- | Rom.7.3.4 


Mat,6.24 


; ' Epheſ.s. 
fiſt, hee will have a chaſte Spouſe, Vial 4s. ” 


. Mart,jo. 37 
Canr.5.19; 


call faith inus, and acceptance with | cloh,5.44} - 


| 
| 
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incompariſonof him, Hee will re- 
\fuſe the match, and with-hold his | 
E. conſent, | 
F 4 77, Let us ſce in ſome fewparticu- 
| lars what impotency unto any good 
|the Creacures bringuponthe hearts | 
{of men, To Pray requiresan hun- 
gry ſpiric, a heart convinced of its 
L | owne emptineſle, a defire of inti- | 
| -* { mate communion with God; but 
| now the Creature drawes the heart 
&all the defiresthereofto ir ſelfe,as | 
b: | an ws ſplene —_— ——_— 
; 2, [2 dy:laft men amilte, 
0 _—_ Gab oh defires els | 
proviſions, makes a man unwilling 
| to bee carried any way towards 
Heaven bur his owne, The young 
"m7 man. prayed uno Chriſt to ſhew 
| 2r% 10. him che way co etemall life; but 
ET when Chriſt told him that his ri- 
| ches, his covetouthefſe, his boſome 
loft Rood berweenhim &ſatration, | 
his prayer was turned mto forrow, 
EK | repentanceand apattacy, 
H 78. | CHenitation requires a ſeque- ! 
5 ration of the thoughts, n minde | | 
| unmixt | 
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Thornes, which arethe cares of the 


| choakethe ſeed ofthe Word, The 


Lo IF 
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unmixt with other cares, a fincere 
 anduncorrupted relſhof the word; 
| now when the heart is prepofſefi 
withluſt, and taken up with ano- 
cher treaſure, it isas impoſſible to 
be weaned from it, as = - __ 
gry Eagle (a Creature of the Ihar- 
| RA nas upon , and of the 
ſharpeſt appetite todefireirsobjeR) 
to forbeare the body on which it | 
| would prey; as unable to conceive 


fi of 
the mear it cates, 

| In Hearizg the Word, the heart 
| CANEVET Gods Commands, | 
y, 2 man cannot 
receive thericheRt gift that is, witha 
hand that was full before. Now 


World, filling the heart, muſt needs 


Phariſees and Lawyers rejected the 
counſell of God againſt chemſelyes, 
becauſe their pride would: not let 
them yeeldto ſuch a baptiſme,or to 


 arightof che precionſneffe & pow | 
crofthe Word, 252 Caveat ; 
| laceto taflcthe proper 


L 2 ſuch | 
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ſuch a doQtrine as requires empti- 
nefle,confeſlion of finnes, juſtifying 
of God,and condemnivg of them- | | 
ſelves (for theſe were the purpoſes | 
of Johns Bapriſine, and of the prea- 
ching of repentance.) That man 
comes burto be rejeRted who makes 
love to one who hath fixt her heart 
and affeQion already, Aman muſt 
; come to Gods Word astoa Phyfi- 
Mar.9, 12,/tian, 4 meere patient withour rc- | 
33. : eryations, or exceptions, hee muſt 
7 ſerhis corruptions 2s an open mark 
\for the Word to ſhoot at, he muſt | 
not come with capitulations and | 
 proviſoes, but lay downe the body 
_ of ſinne before God to haye every | 

[am 1.27. |carthly member hewed off, Till a | 
mancome with ſuch a reſolution as | 
to be willing to part from al naugh- | 
tineſſe, hee will never receive the | 
ingrafted Word with meckenefle, i 
| and an honeſt heart; a man will 
never follow Chriſt inthe wayesof ; 
| his Word, tillfirſt he-have learned | 
to deny himſelfe, and his owne , 
oY Nay, if aman ſhould binde | | 


his { 
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| his deyorionto his heart #Fitb yows, 
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yeta Dehilain his boſome, a luſt in 
his ſpiric, would eafily nullifie the 
firongeſt yowes.: The Jewes made 
a fcrious and folemne proteſtation 
to /eremy that they would obey the 
voyce of the Lord in that which 
they deſired him toenquire of God | 
about whether it were good or e- 


vill; and yet when they found the |. 


meſſage crofle their owne luſts and 
reſervations, their reſolutions are 
curned into 'rebellions, their pride 
quickely breaks aſunder their vow, 
andchey tell the Prophetto his face 
that hee dealt falſey between Go d 
and them; a refuge which they 
were well acquainted with before. 
Some when their conſcience awa- 
keos and begins to diſquiet them, 
make yowes to binde themſelyes 
unto berter obedience, and formes 
of godlinefle ; but as Sampſon was 
bound in vaine with any cords fo 


| long as his haire grew intoitslength;. 
| ſo in vaine doth any man bind him- 


ſelfe with vowes,ſo long as he nou- 
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riſhech-hisluſts within; a vow in the 


handofa fleſhly luſt wil be bur like 


the chaines and fetters of that fierc®e 


| lunaticke, very cafily, broken aſun= 


der, This is notthe right way.Firſt, 
labour with thy heart, cleanſe out 


thy corruptions, purge thy life as 


the Prophet did the waters, with 


fron a preſent paine, another thing 


che chinkes ina ſhip be anſtop'r, tis 
in vainetolabour at the pumpe ;ſo 
long as there isa conſtant in-let, the 


itia theſe formall reſolutions and 


from ſome particular aRts, bur ſo 
lovg as the heart is unpurged, luſt 
will recurne and predominate, In a 
word,whercas inthe ſeryice of God 
thereare ewomain things required, 
faith to beginne,and courage or pa- 


tience to goethrough, luſt hinders 


—_— 


ſeaſoning and teRiſying the foun- | 
. {taine: Tis one thing to give caſc 


co root out the diſcaſe it ſelfe. If | 


water can never be exhauſted; ſo is } 


|yowes, they may eaſcthe-preſent |. 
paine,let out alittle water,reſtraine 


both theſe, How can yee beleeve 


Gnce | 
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finceyee ſeeke for glory one from 
| | another ? Ioh. 5.44.when perſecu- ob I 
tion aroſe becauſe of the Word,the | is | 
| {| | Temporary was preſently offen- | F 
ded.Matth.r 3.21. | d % | 
| Thirdly and laſtly in one word. ge 
| | | man ought not to ſet his heart on | 
the Creature becayſeof the Noblc- 
| weſſe ofabe hearr, To ſet the heart 
. | onthe Creature isto ſeta Diamond 
. } inlead: None are ſo mad to keepe 
- | their jewels ina cellar, and their | | 
 coales ina cloſet ; and yet ſuch is} ' [, 
' | che profaneneſſe of wicked men-to; A 
keepe God ip their lips onely, and!  - 
Mammon in thieir heares,' to' make 1 
the carth their treaſure,and heaven} "0 
but as an acceſſory and appendig 
cothat. And now,as Samuel ſpak8fi3- 
unto $avl, ſer not thine heart upon [***" 
thine Aſſes, for the defire of Iſrael is 
uponthee ; Why ſhould a Kings 
heart be ſer upon Aſſes ? So may I 
ſay, why ſhould Chriſtians hearts 
be ſet upon earthly things, fince they 
have the deſires of all fleſb to fixe 
& upon? | 
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"2 upon berter promiſes ; enter not up- 
that fince thou art going amongſt 


. with: wiſedome and faichfulnefle, 
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1 wilconclude with oneword up: 
onthelaft particular, How co uſe 


the Creatures as 'Thormnes /, or as]: 


yexing things. Firſt ; let not-the 
Bramble bee King, Let nor carth- 


ly things bcate rale over thy affe-| 


Rions, fire will. rife out of them, 


which. will conſume thy Cedars, ce 


maſculate all the. powers. of thy 


Sowle, Let Grace fit mthe throne, 


| and earthly thiogs bee ſubordinate 
 tathe wiſedome and rule of Gods 


Spirit in thy heart. They are ex- 
celkene ſervants, burtpernicious Ma- 
ſers.Secondly,Bearm'd when thou 


touckeſt, or medleſt with them :| © 
Armed againſt the Luſts & againfi 


ahic Temptations that ariſe from 
fem. Get faith to place thy heart 


on the tu without prayer unto God, 
ſnares,he would carry thee through 


and teach thee how to uſe them as 


his bleſſings and as infiruments off - 
op glory. Make a covenant 


with 


thine| 
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| have ajealouſie & ſuſpition of thine 
evillheart, leſt ic be ſurprizd, and | 
bewitched with finfull afteQtions, | 
\Thirdly,couch them gently, do not | 


| and flifle all. And laſtly, uſethem 

| as Gedzon, for weapons of juſt re-. 

|] venge againſt the enemies of Gods 

| Church, to vindicate his truth and | 

| glory, andthenby being wiſe, and 

| faithfull ina livde, thou ſhalt at laſt 
i bemadeRulcroyermuch,and 
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| The Vexationof, the Spirit, 


chine heart, as Job with his eyes 


| —_ Oh 


hug, love, dote upon the Creature, 


j 
of miſchiefe, and isenmity againſt | 
God, Fourthly, ufechem for hed- | 
ges and fences, to relieve rhe Saints, 
co mike friends of unrighteous 
Mamymon, to defend che Church of 
Chriſt, but by no means have them 


; gle it not with thy Corn,ſeſtic choak 


enter into thy Ma- 
. ters Joy, 


| |! norgraſpe it with adulterous em-| 
{ 1 braces; the love of money is a root: 
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In thy Field,but only Abont ir;mia- |- 
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